
12. Admissions

A number of Trustees declared an interest in this item, being parents of students who may be affected by
the admissions criteria. Although unable to vote, their participation in the debate was welcomed by the
trustees.

It was agreed that due to the high volume of responses following the school's consultation on the

6th form admission policy 2024/25 trustees should make this section of the minutes available on

the School website along with a letter thanking respondents for their feedback.

I) 2024/25 School Admissions Consultation
Feedback has been received from Jane Abery from  Hertfordshire Admissions and Transport team

regarding the school’s proposed changes to the 2024/25 School admissions policy.

Following this feedback the following changes will be made:

1. The oversubscription criteria lettering (a), b) etc in this section will be changed to match

the equivalent lettering in the definition section

2. EHCP - no change, places will be awarded under criteria 7

3. A final tiebreak will be added to the section on page 7.

4. The wording regarding children of staff will be clarified with regards to where the child

lives.

5. The school will attempt where possible to keep children who have been educated out of

year group since starting reception in that year group

6. Will change the naming under part 6 B

7. Will add a final tie break

II) 2024/25 6th form admissions policy
Emma Gritten updated trustees on new advice received from MrFarrell. In  Jan 2022 the School’s

Funding Agreement student capacity number was increased to 1575. This was based on the

physical capacity of the building (a capacity report which was commissioned by the school in 2021)

and a Significant Change Application which was approved by the Regional Director. At the time we

anticipated that the Sixth Form capacity would be 315 but we were advised by Mr Farrell (at the

time Team Leader North West London & South Central) that any increase to the Sixth Form

capacity required ministerial approval.

The school have now sought further advice from Mr Farrell, who has confirmed that as any

increase to the Sixth Form would be temporary (relate to two in-take years only) and the school

does not require any additional building works, a Significant Change Application is not required

and the school can therefore temporarily increase its Sixth Form size for two year groups (which

impacts three academic years).  This is also on the understanding that the School is not looking to

recruit external students to fill the additional sixth form places.



The expected numbers on roll are therefore as follows:

Given this extra capacity the School will be able to revise down the points required for students at

GCSE for 6th form entry from the proposed 46 to 44.

Q. Will 44 be the points requirement for all years going forward?

A. At present this is just for the 2024/25 6th form intake. The points may need to be reviewed in

future years and another consultation will take place  if academic results keep improving.

Q. It was noted by trustees that a large number of responses to the present consultation centred

around the PAN being set at 1, and the trustees asked for the implications of this to be clarified.

A. If the School accepted external students in the Sixth Form, a minimum external PAN of 1 must

be set. In the case of ‘oversubscription’ at least one place must be given to an external candidate. In

the case of ‘under subscription’ it enables the school to give places to additional external

candidates. To be clear, it does not disadvantage current students, which appeared to be the

misconception.

Q. Can the 6th form size be increased permanently?

A. This is not possible due to restrictions on classroom space, toilets and catering facilities. The

DfE would have to approve any changes alongside the school finding funding for the necessary

building works. As there are other 6th forms locally that have space it is unlikely the DfE would

approve any changes.

Q. Some of the feedback from parents has suggested entry requirements for the 6th form are

approached in a more holistic way. Would this be possible?

A. This is very challenging to do as looking at attendance levels for example could discriminate

against those who have suffered from illness (or have disabilities)  during the year. In addition, it is

the school's aim for the 6th form to be academically strong.



Q. Feedback from the consultation also highlights concern for students' stress levels following the

period of high stress that Covid caused.

A. The School recognises this but has put in place a good recovering strategy for pupils' academic

catch-up following Covid.

Q. How are internal and external candidates defined? Could this be based on whether or not the

student was on the roll at the school when they sat their GCSEs?

A. Yes, this would provide clarity and can be added to the policy

The trustees who were eligible to vote voted to APPROVE of this policy along with the agreed

amendments.


