
 

Rickmansworth School - Long Term Curriculum Overviews 

 

Year group 

 

12 English Literature 

Autumn Term (Teacher 1) 

 

Autumn Term (Teacher 2) Spring Term (Teacher 1) 

 

Spring Term (Teacher 2) 

 

Summer Term (Teacher 

1) 

 

Summer Term (Teacher 

2) 

 

Topic Name 

 

Topic Key 

Concepts/Knowledge 

 

 

Hamlet 

 

Theory of tragedy, including 

Aristotle’s poetics and how 

they were adapted by 

Shakespeare  

 

Key terms of tragedy (eg. 

hamartia, peripeteia, 

anagnorisis etc,) 

 

Wide range of critical 

reading to meet the 

demands of the examination 

(AO5) 

 

Thorough, close reading of 

the text with specific 

attention to extract analysis 

(key exam skill) 

 

 

 

 

 

A Streetcar Named Desire  

 

Understanding of the 

coursework rubric and the 

necessity to read throughout 

the year as preparation for 

writing of it in summer 

terms 

 

Understanding of theory of 

modern tragedy and how it 

has adapted theory of 

ancient Greeks 

 

Understanding of the specific 

historical, literary and 

personal contexts that 

informed the writing of the 

play 

 

Understanding of the range 

of themes present in the 

play that could be explored 

in a coursework piece (and 

how to discern themes in 

students’ own chosen texts) 

 

Dystopian Fiction/ 1984 

 

Understanding of the range 

of dystopian genres 

(counter-factual, 

apocalyptic, science fiction) 

in preparation for unseen 

element of the paper 

 

Understanding of the 

historical contexts (post-

WW2, rise of USSR) that 

informed writing of 1984 

and key related terminology 

(eg. cold war, iron curtain, 

Stalinism, Berlin Wall etc) 

 

Range of relevant wider 

reading taken from ‘On 

1984’ by D.J. Taylor, 

Orwell’s biography, ‘The 

Origins of Totalitarianism’ by 

Hannah Arendt 

 

Christina Rossetti 

 

Consolidating knowledge of 

poetry terminology from 

GCSE and introduction of 

further terminology and 

forms relevant to A Level 

study and Rossetti’s poetry 

 

Understanding of the range 

of historical, literary and 

personal contexts that 

informed the writing of the 

poetry 

 

Close, line by line analysis of 

the set poems 

 

Dystopian Fiction/ The 

Handmaid’s Tale 

 

Understanding of the 3 (or 

4?) waves of feminism and 

what characterised each 

one. 

 

Understanding as to how the 

novel explores contemporary 

concerns (eg. religious 

fundamentalism, women’s 

right to choose, 

conservatism of domestic 

sphere) 

 

Wider reading of Atwood’s 

various articles and 

interviews on the novel and 

its modern 21st Century 

relevance 

 

Close, thorough reading of 

the text and how it can be 

compared with 1984 (in 

preparation for exam) 

 

Coursework 

 

 

Understanding of the range 

of literary concepts and 

terminology that students 

will need to use in order to 

analyse their chosen texts. 

Need for teacher to recap 

concepts studied and 

introduce any relevant new 

concepts/terminology not 

yet covered 

 

Selecting two texts for the 

comparison question that 

relate thematically and with 

sufficient areas of 

comparison to explore 

 

Ability to break down a 

question focus into areas of 

study and to structure 

lengthy essays 

 

 

Extra-Curricular 

opportunities 

 

Opportunities to see live 

performance (eg. at the 

Young Vic July/’August 

2020) 

 

Watching a range of filmed 

adaptations (also meets 

AO5) 

Opportunity to see stage 

performance of studied play 

(possibility of replacing 

‘Streetcar’ for a play that is 

being performed) 

Reading of ‘Animal Farm’ by 

George Orwell to understand 

a different portrayal of 

Stalinism and totalitarianism 

by the same writer 

 

Reading of other modern 

dystopian novels eg. ‘Never 

Let Me Go’, ‘High Rise’, 

‘Brave New World’ 

 

 Watching the Hulu TV 

adaptation of the novels 

(Season 1 portrays the 

novel, Seasons 2 to 4 go 

beyond source material) 

 

Read the 2019 sequel, The 

Testaments 

Watching a stage 

performance of students’ 

play text 

 

Taking advantage of any 

opportunities to hear chosen 

writers talk about their work 

Opportunities to 

develop the whole 

student  

(Ricky R’s) 

 

 

Research tasks (being 

resourceful) 

 

Research tasks (being 

resourceful) 

Research tasks (being 

resourceful) 

Research tasks (being 

resourceful) 

Research tasks (being 

resourceful) 

Research tasks (being 

resourceful) 

 


