
 

Rickmansworth School - Long Term Curriculum Overviews 

 

Year Group  9 Autumn Term 1 

 

Autumn Term 2 

 

Spring Term 1 

 

Spring Term 2 

 

Summer Term 1 

 

Summer Term 2 

 

Topic Name 

 

 

 

Topic Key 

Concepts/Knowledge 

 

 

Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo 

and Juliet’ 

 

 

Review of genre - tragedy, 

comedy and history. 

 

Introduction to ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’ and analysis of 

various extracts. 

 

Introduction and analysis 

antithesis and oxymorons. 

Explore Shakespeare’'s 

intention and effect on the 

audience. 

 

Exploring modern 

interpretations/ inspirations 

of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 

 

Teenage Prose Fiction  

 

 

 

Prose fiction analysis - close 

reading of the story / 

extracts with overarching 

discussion of themes. 

 

Extract analysis to explore 

the writer's intention and 

effect on the reader. 

 

 

Non-fiction - Crime and 

Punishment 

 

 

Revising persuasive 

techniques. 

 

 

Writing to persuade - how 

can we encourage others to 

share our viewpoints? 

 

Analysis of non-fiction forms 

and transactional writing. 

Analysing Prose Fiction 

 

 

 

GCSE skills of retrieval, 

explanation and analysis 

used to explore creative 

prose. 

 

Knowledge of this written 

style used to construct 

original creative writing. 

 

How can we write to 

describe to engage the 

reader? 

Film Study - The Truman 

Show 

 

 

Review of different film 

genres - romantic, comedy, 

action, drama, animation, 

science-fiction. 

 

Exploring and applying basic 

film terminology. 

 

Analysis of basic character 

development, plot and 

themes from different the 

film. 

 

Explore the impact close 

circuit cameras have on 

society / impact of reality 

television 

Poetry of War 

 

 

 

Exploring origins of war 

poetry.  

 

Analysing different examples 

of war poetry from different 

cultures. 

 

Review of poetry as a form 

of social commentary and 

objection. 

Extra-Curricular 

opportunities 

 

Challenge activities from the 

‘Ricky Menu - Shakespeare’. 

Opportunity to win house 

points. 

Opportunities to take part in 

creative writing competitions 

within the school and by 

independent bodies e.g. 

Young Writers. 

 

Challenge activities from the 

‘Ricky Menu - Teen Prose 

Fiction’. 

Opportunity to win house 

points. 

 

Take part in reading 

challenge: Read 16 Classics 

by 16. 

Possible opportunities to 

make contact with pen-pals 

through the English 

Department organised 

contacts. 

 

Challenge activities from the 

‘Ricky Menu - Transactional 

Writing’. 

Opportunity to win house 

points. 

Opportunities to take part in 

creative writing competitions 

within the school and by 

independent bodies e.g. 

Young Writers. 

 

Challenge activities from the 

‘Ricky Menu - Prose Writing’. 

Opportunity to win house 

points. 

Opportunities to create own 

short films to enter for the 

‘Roscars’ (Rickmansworth 

School’s Film Award 

Evening) 

 

Challenge activities from the 

‘Ricky Menu - The Truman 

Show’ 

Opportunity to win house 

points. 

Opportunities to take part in 

poetry writing competitions 

within the school and by 

independent bodies e.g. 

Young Writers.  

 

Challenge activities from the 

‘Ricky Menu - War Poetry’ 

Opportunities to 

develop the whole 

student  

(Ricky R’s) 

 

 

Resourceful - research tasks  

 

Resilience - analysis of 

Shakespeare’s use of 

language. 

 

Wider reading -modern 

interpretations of 

Shakespeare e.g. Bollywood 

 

Analysis of film /music 

videos based on 

Shakespeare's ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’. 

Respect - British values. 

Class discussion and 

research of other places, 

people and cultures. 

 

 

Wider reading - various teen 

novels such as the annual 

winner of the Carnegie Book 

Award. 

Respect - British values. 

Class discussion and 

research of other places, 

people and cultures.. 

 

Reflect - class discussion 

/debate impact on actions 

and opinions can have on 

others. 

 

British Values - discussing 

Democracy/ Law regarding 

travel to the UK and abroad. 

Resilience - opportunity to 

practise skills which will 

eventually be assessed at 

GCSE. 

 

Wider reading - short stories 

and different approaches to 

writing stories e.g. Bill 

Bryson. 

 

 

 

 

Reflect - class discussion 

/debate reality television 

and impact on society. 

Debate close circuit 

cameras. 

 

British Values - research 

tasks, encouraging 

Tolerance of Different 

Cultures of short films from 

different cultures. 

 

Wider reading - ‘1984’ - 

George Orwell. 

Respect - British values. 

Class discussion, analysis 

and research tasks of other 

places, people and cultures 

through war poetry. 

 

British Values - research 

tasks, encouraging 

Tolerance of Different 

Cultures. 

 

Wider reading - various war 

poets e.g. Sassoon, Owen. 

 

 

 

 


