
 

Rickmansworth School - Long Term Curriculum Overviews 

 

Year group 

 

Yr10 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Topic Name 

 

Topic Key 

Concepts/Knowledge 

 

 

● Film making unit: 
● Students write and 

plan out their own 
short film. 

● Learn the skills of 
creating a 
storyboard; shooting 
script; and writing a 
screenplay. 

● Begin to learn basic 
skills of how to edit.
  

● Film making unit 
● Students shoot their 

own film. 
● More advanced editing 

skills. 
● Writing of evaluative 

analysis. What films 
influenced your short 
films? How did they 
influence you? What 
decisions did you take 
as a director and why? 

Hurt Locker 
● Key reading from 

exam board on 
whether Hurt Locker 
is pro or anti-war. This 
to be read after 
watching the film and 
regularly discussed. 

● Watch film exploring 
the writing and what 
constitutes 
propaganda. 

● Context of the Iraq 
war and why America 
got involved. 

● Background of the 
filmmaker and writer 
of the film - how did 
this influence the 
making of the film? 

● Assessment on how 
the key reading 
affected the 
understanding of the 
film 

● Revision of key topics. ● Revision of key topics ●  

Extra-Curricular 

opportunities 

 

 

 

Weekly film club run by the department. 
 

 

 

Opportunities to 

develop the whole 

student  

(Ricky R’s) 

 

 

 

Relationships – there 

are deep discussions 

had about the nature of 

growing up as a 

teenager and the 

problems people face. 

We discuss this with a 

respect and 

understanding as a 

group – throughout the 

course we deal with 

complex emotional 

problems (this is the 

magic of being exposed 

 

Reflective – students 

have to reflect and 

evaluate on similarities 

and differences between 

different classic films.  

 

Resourceful – students 

continue with their own 

background research on 

the film industry. 

 

Reflective – students have 

to reflect and evaluate on 

similarities and differences 

between different classic 

films.  

 

Resourceful – students 

continue with their own 

background research on the 

film industry.  

 

Respect – there is a large 

amount of respect the students 

have to have in dealing with 

sensitive topics. The “stolen 

generation” is a less than 

positive moment in 

British/Australian history that 

we do not deal with/learn 

about in England. 

 

Reflective – as a result of 

dealing with such a sensitive 

topic, there is a sense of 

reflection that we need to 

understand in terms of the 

 

Resourceful – independent 
research projects to explore the 
background of South Africa.  
 
Respect – again, in dealing with a 
sensitive topic the students need 
to be respectful. The South 
African culture and history is one 
marred with racism and colonial 
suppression – these are 
uncomfortable lessons to speak 
about, however they are indeed 
necessary ones to learn. Again 
this is why film is such an 

Responsibility – students must 

take responsibility for their own 

revision for the end of year exam. 

They also have independence when 

it comes to their projects – there are 

more tasks to complete 

independently.  

 

Resourcefulness – this is a more 

creative element that they will have 

to embrace for the subject, as a 

result they will have to be 

resourceful in finding 

actors/locations and dealing with 



 

to different texts in 

film).  

 

Resourceful -  

students are directed 

via home learning to go 

away and research 

different films and 

broaden their 

knowledge. 

history of our own colonial past 

and how Britain has not always 

had such an heroic past. 

important subject as we can 
explore how filmmakers present 
such sensitive topics (and the 
importance of respect in their 
filmmaking).  

making their own film.  

 

Resilience – as elements of their 

coursework may not come together 

how they envisage; they will have to 

develop resilience in order to create 

the piece of work that they had first 

thought of.  

 


