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 INTRODUCTION 

 Welcome 

 As  you  approach  the  end  of  Year  9  you  are  now  at  another 

 important  milestone  in  your  education  where  the  subjects  you 

 choose  to  study  for  GCSE  influence  the  career  pathways  you  may 

 follow  later  in  life.  It  is  important  that  you  read  the  information  in 

 this  booklet  thoroughly,  as  well  as  listening  carefully  to  the  advice 

 given,  especially  by  your  subject  teachers  and  our  Careers  Adviser, 

 so  that  you  can  make  the  best  decisions  for  your  GCSE  options 

 choices. 

 Our  virtual  Options  Evening  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  you  to  watch  subject  presentations  so 

 that,  together  with  the  feedback  you  will  receive  about  your  progress  at  Year  9  Parents  Consultation 

 Evening,  you  will  be  able  to  make  final  decisions  about  your  options  choices  next  month.  If  you  have 

 any  questions  regarding  subject  choices,  please  speak  to  your  teachers  and/or  your  Director  of 

 Learning, Mr Nelson. 

 Best wishes. 

 Mr M Fletcher 

 Headteacher 
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 Advice to students from Mrs Cartledge 

 As  you  embark  on  your  journey  to  select  GCSE  option  subjects,  the  decisions  you  are  about  to  make 

 will  no  doubt  contribute  to  shaping  your  future.  Therefore,  it  is  important  to  choose  wisely  after 

 considering all the options available to you. 

 Please  spend  time  using  the  resources  within  the  Year  9  Google  classroom,  reading  the  information  on 

 our  website  through  the  curriculum  pages  and  speaking  to  your  teachers,  family  members  and  friends. 

 Consider  looking  beyond  next  year;  research  potential  future  careers  and  higher  education  pathways 

 to ensure you are fully informed in order to make the right decision for you. 

 You  are  likely  to  hear  the  phrase  ‘broad  and  balanced’  many  times  between  now  and  submitting  your 

 subject  choices.  This  is  because  you  are  encouraged  to  keep  the  range  of  subjects  as  varied  as  possible; 

 a  wider  choice  of  careers  may  be  open  to  those  who  have  not  specialised  too  early.  Some  important 

 points to remember when you are choosing your option subjects are: 

 ●  your ability in the subject 

 ●  the skills the subject will enable you to develop 

 ●  the possible career implications of the chosen subject 

 ●  your enjoyment and interest in the subject area 

 All  of  you  will  follow  a  core  curriculum  consisting  of  English  language,  English  literature,  mathematics, 

 combined  science,  games,  and  PSHE.  The  majority  will  continue  with  a  modern  foriegn  language  and 

 will  therefore  have  the  ability  to  select  three  additional  option  subjects.  Some  of  you  will  be 

 recommended  to  study  separate  sciences.  You  will  each  receive  a  personalised  letter  via  email  by  04 

 February outlining this information. 

 Following  the  subject  selection  process,  I  will  meet  with  those  of  you  who  have  yet  to  attend  a  one  to 

 one  meeting  with  a  member  of  the  Senior  Leadership  Team  and  will  invite  some  of  you  to  attend  a 

 follow-up meeting to review your choices. 

 By  working  together  I  am  sure  we  will  be  able  to  create  a  curriculum  which  you  will  enjoy  and  be 

 successful in. 

 Good luck. 

 Mrs V Cartledge 

 Deputy Headteacher 
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 Guidance to support GCSE options choices 

 This  booklet  contains  details  of  the  courses  for  study  in  Key  Stage  4  (Years  10  and  11).  The  aim  of  the 

 booklet  is  to  help  you  to  understand  the  compulsory  and  optional  elements  of  the  curriculum  available 

 to you. 

 Further guidance to assist you with your decisions is provided in the following ways: 

 What  Details  When 

 “Which Way Now?”  Resourced via Year 9 Google classroom.  19 January 2022 

 Science Examination  Year 9 Science Examination  25 January 

 Virtual Options Evening  Pre-recorded ‘showcase’ films outlining the 
 curriculum offer in more depth, plus the 
 opportunity to listen to Mr Fletcher, Mrs 
 Cartledge and Mr Nelson outlining key aspects to 
 consider when selecting subjects for future study. 

 Questions submitted via website. 

 27 January 

 By 30 January 

 Parent Consultation 
 (virtual) 

 Opportunity to discuss learning and  progress with 
 teachers. 

 03 February 

 Student Chooses Subject 
 Choices via SIMS Student 

 Option subject recommendation letter sent to 
 students and subject choice form opens to 
 students in SIMS Student. 

 Deadline for completing and submitting the option 
 choices in SIMS. 

 Parents must login to SIMS Parent to acknowledge 
 their child’s choices in order for them to be 
 submitted. 

 04 February 

 25 February 
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 Important deadlines 

 Once  all  option  choices  are  received  online  in  SIMS,  we  will  start  placing  students  into  teaching  groups 

 to  review  whether  the  school  timetable  can  accommodate  all  of  the  choices.  The  deadline  for 

 submitting  option  choices  is  25  February  .  Students  will  be  contacted  by  22  April  at  the  latest  if  there 

 are  any  changes  which  need  to  be  made.  Some  students  will  be  invited  to  an  options  choices  review 

 meeting  with  Mrs  Cartledge.  After  this  time,  there  will  be  some  restrictions  on  any  changes  requested. 

 By  24 June  , all students will receive an email confirming  subject choices for September 2022. 

 The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 

 The  English  Baccalaureate  was  introduced  as  a  performance  measure  in  the  2010  performance  tables. 

 It  is  not  a  qualification  in  itself.  Schools  are  measured  on  how  well  students  do  across  a  suite  of 

 traditional  academic  subjects  which  are  considered  essential  ‘facilitating’  subjects  to  many  degrees 

 and  future  careers  opportunities.  The  government’s  ambition  is  to  see  75%  of  students  studying  the 

 EBacc subject combination at GCSE by 2022, and 90% by 2025. 

 The  Department  for  Education’s  Ebacc  website  page  states  ‘The  EBacc  is  made  up  of  subjects  which 

 are  considered  essential  to  many  degrees  and  open  up  lots  of  doors.’  A  study  by  the  UCL  Institute  of 

 Education  shows  that  studying  subjects  included  in  the  EBacc  provides  students  with  greater 

 opportunities  in  further  education  and  increases  the  likelihood  that  a  student  will  stay  on  in  full-time 

 education.  Research  conducted  by  the  Sutton  Trust  2009-2013  highlights  that  studying  EBacc 

 subjects can help to improve a young person’s performance in English and mathematics. 

 The  study  of  an  EBacc  subject(s)  is  seen  as  important  by  some  of  the  Russell  Group  universities  and 

 ensures  that  students  have  a  broad  selection  of  facilitating  subjects  to  ensure  a  good  range  of  degree 

 and career options. 

 Students  studying  the  core  curriculum  of  compulsory  subjects  and  a  modern  foreign  language  are 

 recommended  to  continue  with  their  study  of  history  and/or  geography,  which  will  enable  them  to 

 attain  the  EBacc.  On  average,  65%  of  students  complete  the  full  EBacc  suite  of  subjects  at 

 Rickmansworth School and 90% of students continue to study history or geography. 

 While  the  EBacc  is  a  government  ambition  for  all,  we  recognise  the  value  of  subjects  not  represented 

 in  this  measure,  therefore,  the  study  of  the  full  suite  of  EBacc  subjects  is  recommended  but  not 

 compulsory at Rickmansworth School. 
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 The following subjects offered for GCSE are accepted as contributing to the EBacc: 

 English:  GCSE English Language, GCSE English Literature 

 Mathematics:  GCSE Mathematics 

 Science:  GCSE Combined Science (two GCSEs that cover the three main 

 sciences: biology, chemistry and physics) or three sciences from GCSE 

 Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE Physics or GCSE Computer Science*. 

 *While the EBacc enables Computer Science to be taken as a separate 

 science, Rickmansworth School requires biology, chemistry and physics 

 to be studied as part of the Separate Science option. 

 Humanities:  GCSE Geography or GCSE History (although our options process 

 enables students to select both subjects should they wish to do so.) 

 Languages:  GCSE French or GCSE German (for some, Community Language) 

 The  Department  for  Education  has  produced  a  useful  leaflet  Help  Your  Child  Make  The  Best  GCSE 

 Choices  which gives more information about the EBacc. 

 Separate GCSEs in Science 

 It  is  possible  to  study  for  three  GCSEs  in  science.  If  students  choose  this  option  then  they  will  take 

 individual  GCSEs  in  biology,  chemistry  and  physics.  This  choice  of  subjects  is  a  good  preparation  for 

 science  A  levels,  but  is  not  essential.  Please  note  that  GCSE  Biology,  GCSE  Chemistry  and  GCSE 

 Physics  will  all  be  taken  as  the  separate  science  option  choice  and  is  classed  as  one  of  the  option 

 choices  available.  It  is  not  possible  to  choose  these  as  individual  subjects.  To  study  separate  science, 

 students  must  have  been  recommended  for  this  subject  by  the  Science  department  and  have  achieved 

 a minimum of a ‘Secure’ grade for the Key Stage Three science examination. 

 Course availability 

 The  School  will  endeavour  to  provide  all  the  courses  in  this  booklet,  but  this  depends  on  a  sufficient 

 number  of  students  applying  and  staff  availability.  The  timetable  cannot  accommodate  all 

 combinations  of  subjects;  all  students  are  therefore  asked  to  select  two  reserve  subjects  in  the  event 

 of a chosen subject, or combination of subjects, being impossible to provide. 

 We  aim  to  support  students  to  make  realistic  and  informed  decisions  about  their  future,  and  provide 

 impartial  information  and  guidance.  Students  are  encouraged  to  speak  to  Ms  Witherall  in  the  Careers 

 office to help  them make a smooth transition to the  next phase of their education. 

 Resources available to help you in your choice 
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/761031/DfE_EBacc_Leaflet.pdf
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 English Baccalaureate 

 (EBacc) 
 Details: 

 Department  for  Education  parent  leaflet  to  help  you  understand  the 
 English Baccalaureate and to assist with making GCSE choices. 

 YC Hertfordshire 
 Careers  information,  choosing  options,  employment,  etc.  Links  to  many 
 other useful websites and parent/carer advice sections. 

 Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal 
 The premier gateway in Hertfordshire to explore career opportunities. 

 National Careers Service 
 Government  funded  national  careers  service  providing  information,  advice 
 and guidance to help you make decisions on learning, training and work. 

 Careerpilot 
 Advice  and  interactive  quizzes  for  students  aged  14-18  on  GCSE  &  A  Level 
 options, routes to different qualifications and jobs. 

 icould 
 Take  the  five  minute  ‘Buzz  Test’  that  gives  you  ideas  about  your  natural 
 abilities and jobs that require these. 

 Which? University 
 GCSE  choices  &  University  -  shape  your  next  step  with  well  considered 
 GCSE choices. 

 Success at School 
 Success  at  School  is  the  place  for  young  people  to  explore  careers,  get 
 information  on  top  employers,  and  search  for  the  latest  jobs,  courses  and 
 advice. 
 A  new  website  has  been  developed  to  help  students  and  parents  find  out 
 more  about  how  subjects  taken  at  sixth  form  or  college  can  affect  students’ 
 options at university and later on. 
 Find out more at  www.informedchoices.ac.uk 

 7 
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 Allocation of subject choices 

 Once  all  option  choices  have  been  captured  by  SIMS,  students  will  be  allocated  to  subjects  within  an 

 option  block  that  is  created  to  ensure  that  as  many  choices  are  fulfilled  as  possible.  However,  each 

 year,  the  combination  of  subjects  chosen  does  mean  that  a  few  students  will  be  unable  to  be  allocated 

 their  preferred  choices  which  is  why  we  ask  all  students  to  choose  two  reserve  subjects.  There  are 

 instances  when  a  course  may  not  run  if  insufficient  students  opt  to  take  it  at  GCSE,  but  this  is  not  a 

 common occurrence. 

 It  is  worth  noting  that  all  courses  are  subject  to  staff  availability  and  course  viability.  Once  the  option 

 blocks  have  been  set,  it  may  be  hard  to  change  individual  choices  so  getting  the  choice  right  now  is 

 very important. 

 Understanding GCSE grades 

 GCSE  grading  changed  in  2017.  The  new  GCSEs  in  England  have  a  9  to  1  grading  scale,  to  allow  better 

 differentiation  between  the  highest  performing  students  and  to  distinguish  clearly  between  the  old 

 and new qualifications. 

 You  may  find  the  comparison  table  below  useful  to  help  you  understand  the  current  GCSE  grading 

 system. 
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 KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 

 Overview 

 In  Years  10  and  11  students  have  an  element  of  choice  which  allows  them  to  personalise  their  Key 

 Stage  4  curriculum.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  subjects  which  are  compulsory  for  every  student; 

 this is the core curriculum and these subjects make up between fifty to sixty percent of the timetable. 

 Students  follow  a  two-week  timetable  with  fifty  teaching  periods  per  fortnight  cycle,  organised  into 

 five,  one  hour  lessons  each  day.  The  curriculum  model  below  indicates  how  many  hours  are  allocated 

 to each subject per fortnight cycle. 

 Subject  English  Science  Mathematics  MFL/ 
 Option 
 Subject 

 Option 
 Subject 

 Option 
 Subject 

 Option 
 Subject 

 Games  PSHE 

 Time 
 (hours per 
 fortnight) 

 9  9  7  5  5  5  5  4  1 

 Each  option  subject  comprises  five  hours  of  lesson  time  per  fortnight  apart  from  astronomy  which  is 

 taught  for  three  hours  per  fortnight  as  a  twilight  option.  All  option  and  non-examined  subjects  are 

 taught in mixed ability groups, apart from games. 

 In  recognition  of  the  high  status  afforded  to  modern  foreign  languages  by  universities  and  employers, 

 most  students  will  study  French  or  German  in  addition  to  the  core  curriculum.  As  a  result,  the  majority 

 of students will have three subject choices. 

 For  a  small  number  of  students  who  are  not  recommended  to  study  a  modern  foreign  language,  they 

 will  have  an  additional  subject  option  choice.  These  decisions  will  be  based  on  academic  prior 

 attainment  in  consultation  with  the  Modern  Foreign  Languages  department  and  relevant  personal 

 student  information.  This  will  be  discussed  with  students  during  their  one  to  one  meetings  with  the 

 Senior  Leadership  and  decisions  will  be  communicated  via  the  personalised  letter  to  students  on  4 

 February. 

 Students  are  also  able  to  select  to  study  a  Community  Language  if  they  have  parental  support  to 

 facilitate  teaching  at  home  in  order  for  students  to  acquire  an  additional  GCSE.  The  School  will  provide 

 twilight support to help students with the necessary examination requirements. 

 Many  students  will  be  guided  towards  studying  separate  science:  GCSE  Biology,  GCSE  Chemistry  and 

 GCSE  Physics,  which  are  three  separate  GCSEs.  For  those  students,  these  replace  GCSE  Combined 

 Science  (two  GCSEs)  and  will  take-up  one  subject  option  choice  (one  GCSE),  leaving  students  with  two 

 remaining choices. 
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 All Students will study courses that will lead to GCSEs in: 

 ●  English Language 

 ●  English Literature 

 ●  Mathematics 

 ●  Combined Science (two GCSEs) (unless replaced by Separate Science) 

 In  addition  to  the  core  curriculum  of  compulsory  subjects,  all  students  will  be  required  to  have  at  least 

 one  EBacc  subject  as  one  of  their  options  from:  computer  science,  French,  geography,  German,  history 

 and  separate  science  to  maintain  academic  breadth  of  study.  Most  students  will  therefore  be  working 

 towards nine GCSEs. 

 For  some  students  it  may  be  necessary  to  personalise  their  curriculum  programme  further  by  offering 

 alternative  provision.  The  School’s  SEND  department  will  work  with  students  and  families  post  receipt 

 of their option choices to decide how we can provide tailored support for specific students. 
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 CORE CURRICULUM - COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 

 English Language and English Literature 

 Overview 

 This  course  will  provide  invaluable  communication  skills  which  will  prove  essential  for  other 

 essay-based  subjects  at  school  and  in  the  workplace,  enabling  students  to  communicate  clearly  and 

 appropriately  both  verbally  and  in  writing.  Furthermore,  the  course  will  instill  the  skills  necessary  for 

 the  academic  interpretation  of  literature.  The  work  of  the  authors  on  the  curriculum  provides 

 essential  and  powerful  cultural  knowledge.  Being  able  to  express  themselves  fluently  gives  students 

 the best possible chance to make valuable contributions to society. 

 Component 1 
 Literature 

 Component 2 
 Literature 

 Component 1 
 Language 

 Component 2 
 Language 

 Shakespeare and The 
 19th Century Novel 

 Section A:  Shakespeare’s 
 Macbeth 

 ●  20% of the 
 qualification. 

 ●  One extract 
 question to prompt 
 an essay response 
 from across the play. 

 Section B:  19th Century 
 Novel (Dr Jekyll and Mr 
 Hyde) 

 ●  20% of the 
 qualification. 

 ●  One extract 
 question to prompt 
 an essay response 
 from across the 
 novel. 

 Modern Texts, Poetry 
 Anthology and Unseen 
 Poetry 

 Section A:  Modern Texts 
 (An Inspector Calls) 

 ●  20% of the 
 qualification. 

 ●  Choice of essay 
 question . 

 Section B:  Poetry 
 (Anthology) 

 ●  20% of the 
 qualification. 

 ●  Given one poem, to 
 compare it to a 
 poem of the 
 student’s choice 
 from the anthology. 

 ●  Essay question, 
 prompt based on a 
 theme. 

 Section C:  Unseen Poetry 
 20% of the qualification. 

 ●  Two questions - one 
 on one poem only, 
 second question to 
 compare to a second 
 poem. 

 Explorations in Creative 
 Reading and Writing 

 Section A:  Reading 
 ●  25% of the 

 qualification. 
 ●  One extract of 

 literature from the 
 20th century. 

 ●  Total marks: 40. 

 Section B:  Prose Writing 
 ●  25% of the 

 qualification. 
 ●  One creative 

 writing task either 
 descriptive or 
 narrative writing. 

 ●  Total marks: 40. 

 Writers’ Viewpoints and 
 Perspectives 

 Section A:  Reading 
 ●  25% of the 

 qualification. 
 ●  Two extracts of 

 non-fiction writing 
 from the 19th and 
 21st centuries. 

 ●  Total marks: 40. 

 Section B:  Writing 
 ●  25% of the 

 qualification. 
 ●  One non-fiction 

 writing task - to 
 represent a view 
 point. 

 ●  Total marks: 40. 

 Non-Examination 
 Assessment: 

 ●  Spoken Language - 
 Pass / Merit/ 
 Distinction. 
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 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  As the new specifications have linear examinations, students will need to have 
 thoroughly annotated copies of the set texts.  Therefore, students are expected to 
 purchase the three set key English Literature texts through the English department. 
 The full cost will be approximately £17. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  There are no compulsory trips associated with either English GCSE, but there may be 
 optional trips throughout the course such as seeing performances of the texts. 

 Further Education  All Level 2 and 3 Further Education courses will necessitate a pass (currently Grade 4) 
 of either English Language or English Literature. 

 University  A level English is a facilitating subject, useful not just for English but also any 
 humanities subjects including history, geography, archaeology, anthropology, 
 communication studies, classical studies, law, politics, semiotics and linguistics, 
 modern languages, and other essay-based subjects. 

 Careers  Journalism, teaching, law, writing, editing, advertising, marketing, public relations. 
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 Mathematics 

 Overview 

 While  studying  mathematics,  students  will  be  expected  to  develop  fluent  knowledge,  skills  and 

 understanding  of  mathematical  methods  and  concepts.  They  will  also  be  expected  to  acquire,  select 

 and  apply  mathematical  techniques  to  solve  problems;  reason  mathematically,  make  deductions  and 

 inferences,  and  draw  conclusions;  comprehend,  interpret  and  communicate  mathematical  information 

 in a variety of forms appropriate to the information and context. 

 Content 

 Syllabus 

 GCSE Mathematics is assessed with three terminal papers and any of the content can be assessed on any 
 paper; as such there are no separate components.  Mathematics covers a wide range of basic mathematical 
 knowledge and skills grouped into six areas: 

 ●  Number 
 ●  Algebra 
 ●  Ratio, proportion and rates of change 
 ●  Geometry and measures 
 ●  Probability 
 ●  Statistics 

 There is the opportunity for students in the top set to study OCR's Free Standing Mathematics Qualification. 
 Many of these students will go on to study AS and A Level Mathematics and this qualification provides an 
 introduction to the subject at that level . The extra topics covered are: Enumeration, Calculus, Numerical 
 Methods, Exponentials and Logarithms. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  ●  Past paper pack - approximately £5. 
 ●  Revision materials - approximately £5. 

 Examination board  ●  Mathematics - Pearson Edexcel. 
 ●  Additional Mathematics - OCR. 

 Trips  There are no compulsory trips associated with this course. 

 Further Education  A Level Mathematics, A Level Science and A Level Economics. 

 University  Mathematics, sciences, engineering, business, accountancy. 

 Careers  Actuary, accountant, analyst, financial manager, medicine, meteorologist, quantity 
 surveyor, research scientist, statistician, systems developer, teacher. 
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 Combined Science – AQA Trilogy 

 Overview 

 This  course  will  equip  students  with  the  essential  scientific  knowledge  required  for  a  life  in  an 

 increasingly  advanced  scientific  world.  This  includes  everything  from  understanding  where  our  food 

 comes  from,  to  forming  opinions  about  the  growing  demand  for  electricity  and  how  it  may  be  best  to 

 meet  this  demand  in  the  coming  years.  This  course  will  teach  and  assess  students  on  all  three  sciences, 

 as  well  as  provide  students  with  opportunities  to  learn  through  practical  investigations.  Science  has 

 something  to  offer  everyone,  and  everyone  needs  some  level  of  relevant  scientific  understanding. 

 There will be six examinations at the end of Year 11 and the course will be worth two GCSEs. 

 Content 

 Year 9 (Term 3)  Year 10  Year 11 

 Biology 
 ●  Bioenergetics 

 Chemistry 
 ●  The Earth’s 

 resources 

 Physics 
 ●  Energy 

 Biology 
 ●  Cell biology 
 ●  Organisation 
 ●  Infection and response 

 Chemistry 
 ●  Atoms and the periodic table 
 ●  Rates of reaction 
 ●  Bonding and structure 
 ●  Acids and reactions 

 Physics 
 ●  Electricity 
 ●  Particles and matter 
 ●  Atomic Structure and 

 Radioactivity 

 Biology 
 ●  Homeostasis and response 
 ●  Inheritance 
 ●  Ecology 

 Chemistry 
 ●  Quantitative chemistry 
 ●  Metals and redox reactions 
 ●  Chemical Analysis 
 ●  Organic chemistry 

 Physics 
 ●  Forces 
 ●  Waves 
 ●  Magnetism 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Combined Science complete revision and practice book - £11. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  We offer many academic extra-curricular opportunities, such as hosting lectures, 
 workshops and taking our students to other schools and institutions to gain first-hand 
 experience of aspects of science of interest to the students. 

 Further Education  A Level Chemistry, Biology, Psychology or Physics. 

 University  Medicine, chemistry, biology, physics, engineering, natural sciences, forensic science, 
 sport science, psychology, dentistry, veterinary medicine, optometry, nanoscience, 
 biochemistry, biomedical science. 

 Careers  Biomedical scientist, doctor, teacher, researcher, pharmacy, dentistry, microbiologist, 
 engineer, dietician, sports scientist, forensic scientist, science journalist or even an 
 astronaut. 
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 Games (Core PE) 

 The  aim  of  Games  is  to  give  students  the  opportunity  to  follow  a  healthy,  active  lifestyle  and  work  on 

 developing  their  physical  and  mental  health  and  well-being.  There  are  four  periods  of  Games  per  two 

 week cycle and students take part in two activities per half term. This  is a non-examination subject. 

 These  sessions  include  traditional  team  sports  such  as  football,  rugby,  hockey,  cricket  and  netball  and 

 individual  sports  such  as  tennis,  badminton  and  swimming.  There  is  also  the  opportunity  to  try  out  a 

 number  of  other  new  activities  such  as  trampolining,  Outdoor  Adventurous  Activities  (OAA),  yoga  and 

 pilates. 

 There  is  a  sport  out  there  for  everyone.  Games  will  provide  students  with  many  opportunities  to  enjoy 

 sport and will support students to be active in later life. 

 Personal Development and PSHE 

 Personal,  Social  and  Health  Education  (PSHE)  provides  an  essential  aspect  of  students’  personal  and 

 academic  development  throughout  Key  Stage  4.  Students  build  upon  their  analytic  and  evaluative 

 skills  from  Key  Stage  3  and  develop  a  greater  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  ethical  and  moral 

 dilemmas  they  may  face  now  or  later  in  life.  Students  follow  a  broad  PSHE  curriculum,  with  a  focus  on 

 three  main  strands:  ‘Relationships  and  Sex  Education’,  ‘Health  and  Safety  Education’  and 

 ‘Citizenship/Living in the Wider World’. This  is a non-examination subject. 

 Students  will  have  one  sixty  minute  timetabled  PSHE  lesson  each  fortnight.  This  will  be  taught  in  form 

 groups  and  is  predominantly  delivered  by  the  form  tutor.  PSHE  at  Key  Stage  4  continues  to  promote 

 the  British  values  of  democracy,  rule  of  law,  individual  liberty  and  tolerance.  Students  will  also  study 

 topics  relating  to  Relationship  and  Sex  Education,  eSafety,  and  Substance  Abuse  amongst  others. 

 Government  guidelines,  which  came  into  effect  in  September  2020,  mean  that  ‘Relationships  and  Sex 

 Education’,  as  well  as  ‘Health  and  Safety  Education’  (mental  and  physical  health)  are  compulsory  for  all 

 schools. 

 Students  will  also  take  part  in  four  enrichment  days  over  the  course  of  Key  Stage  4  which  will 

 compliment  the  material  covered  in  PSHE  lessons  and  enhance  the  development  of  their  character. 

 Some  of  the  enrichment  days  may  include  off-site  visits  (where  possible),  for  which  we  will  ask  for 

 voluntary  contributions.  Some  of  the  enrichment  days  will  have  a  religious,  ethical  and/or 

 philosophical  focus  and  will  give  students  an  opportunity  to  engage  with  ethical  dilemmas  which  are 

 strongly  influenced  by  religious  beliefs.  Not  only  do  these  religious,  ethical  or  philosophical  foci  enable 

 students  to  question  the  beliefs  and  values  passed  through  the  generations,  but  they  also  support  the 

 students  in  aiming  to  meet  the  statutory  requirements  for  the  delivery  of  religious  studies  at  Key 

 Stage 4. 
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 Modern Foreign Languages – German and French 

 Overview 

 This  forms  part  of  the  core  curriculum  for  the  majority  of  students  at  Rickmansworth  School.  Our 

 objective  is  to  enable  students  of  all  abilities  to  develop  their  French  or  German  language  skills  to  their 

 full  potential,  equipping  them  with  the  knowledge  to  communicate  in  a  variety  of  contexts  with 

 confidence.  Learning  a  language  can  bring  many  benefits.  We  strongly  believe  in  languages  as  a  skill  for 

 life  and  something  students  should  enjoy  and  find  rewarding.  The  specification  expands  students' 

 cultural  knowledge  whilst  developing  their  language  skills.  Students  study  all  of  the  following  themes 

 over Key Stage 4 on which the assessments are based. 

 ●  Theme 1: Identity and culture 

 ●  Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

 ●  Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Component 3  Component 4 

 ●  Listening: 25%. 
 ●  Understanding and 

 responding to 
 different types of 
 spoken language. 

 ●  Speaking: 25%. 
 ●  Communicating and 

 interacting 
 effectively in 
 speech for a variety 
 of purposes – role 
 play, photo card and 
 general 
 conversation. 

 ●  Reading: 25%. 
 ●  Understanding and 

 responding to 
 different types of 
 written language. 

 ●  Translating from 
 the target language 
 into English. 

 ●  Writing: 25%. 
 ●  Communicating 

 effectively in 
 writing for a variety 
 of purposes. 

 ●  Translation from 
 English into the 
 target language. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  ●  Grammar and translation book - approximately £5.99. 
 ●  Revision workbook - approximately £4.99. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  French: Residential trip offered – (6 days, 5 nights) – approximate cost £450-£500. 
 German: Residential trip offered - (4 days, 3 nights) – approximate cost £450. 
 All costs are dependent on student numbers. 

 Further Education  A Level French or German. 

 University  French, German, linguistics or combined with other subjects e.g. Business, 
 Engineering. 

 Careers  Translating, interpreting, linguistics, teaching, finance, food & drink, hospitality, law, 
 sales and marketing, transport, tourism and leisure, public sector, international 
 organisations including the UN and the EU institutions. 
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 OPTION SUBJECTS 

 Here are the GCSE Option courses available at Rickmansworth School. Read on for more information 

 about each subject. 

 ▢  ART AND DESIGN 

 ▢  ASTRONOMY 

 ▢  BUSINESS 

 ▢  COMMUNITY LANGUAGES 

 ▢  COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 ▢  DANCE 

 ▢  DRAMA 

 ▢  FILM STUDIES 

 ▢  FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

 ▢  GEOGRAPHY 

 ▢  HISTORY 

 ▢  INNOVATION AND DESIGN 

 ▢  MUSIC 

 ▢  PHOTOGRAPHY 

 ▢  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 ▢  RELIGIOUS STUDIES, PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS 

 ▢  SEPARATE SCIENCES 
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 Art and Design 

 Overview 

 The  course  aims  to  inspire  students,  encouraging  their  creativity  whilst  equipping  them  with  the  skills 

 required  to  be  successful.  They  will  develop  a  broad  base  of  skills  with  an  initial  focus  on  drawing  and 

 painting.  Students  will  also  experience  other  disciplines  including  3D  ceramics,  printmaking  and 

 photography.  The  course  is  tightly  structured  at  the  start  of  Year  10  but  gradually  introduces  more 

 choice  and  by  the  end  of  Year  11  students  enjoy  being  more  independent  by  generating  their  own 

 ideas. 

 Content 

 Component 1 - Portfolio 60%  Component 2 - Externally-set assignment 40% 

 Year 10 

 Project 1: Natural forms 
 Visit to Kew Gardens, developing drawing, 
 printmaking and painting skills. Series of final 
 outcomes produced in a range of media. 
 Project 2: Portraiture 
 Building on skills and learning processes. Linking 
 work to relevant artists and responding in their style. 
 Final outcome produced in Year 10 examination. 
 Project 3:  Trial Examination Project 
 Last coursework project. Broadening and deepening 
 skills and understanding. 
 Final outcome produced in trial examination. 

 Year 11 

 Examination Project 
 Preparatory period sketchbook work, approximately 
 10 weeks. 

 Supervised examination 
 10 hours. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  ●  Essential: A3 sketchbooks x 4 - approximately £3 each. 
 ●  Recommended: equipment pack – approximately £13.50 - £28. 
 ●  Optional: canvases / boards - approximately £3 - £6. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  ●  Kew Gardens – September Year 10, approximately £15. 
 ●  National Portrait Gallery - July Year 10, approximately £5. 

 Further Education  A Level Art & Design / Fine Art. 

 University  Foundation Diploma in Art & Design. Degree in a visual arts subject (e.g. fine art, 
 illustration, graphics, fashion, textiles, architecture, history of art). 

 Careers  Animator, architect, ceramics designer, community arts worker, fashion designer, 
 furniture designer, graphic or product designer, games designer, illustrator, interior 
 designer, jewellery designer, make-up artist, model maker, photographer, printmaker, 
 textile designer. 
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 Astronomy 

 Overview 

 Are  you  fascinated  by  space?  We  are  sitting  on  a  small  blue-green  planet  in  a  vast  universe  full  of 

 strange  and  wonderful  phenomena.  The  year  2019  marked  50  years  since  humans  first  set  foot  on 

 another  celestial  body.  Now  private  companies  are  taking  bookings  for  paying  passengers  to  travel  to 

 the  Moon,  and  plans  are  being  made  to  travel  to  Mars.  Probes  from  Earth  have  visited  each  of  the 

 planets and reached the edge of the Solar System. 

 GCSE  Astronomy  offers  a  firm  grounding  in  the  study  of  the  Sun-Earth-Moon  system,  the  Solar 

 System,  the  Milky  Way  Galaxy  and  the  wider  universe.  This  course  builds  on  the  astronomy  learnt  in 

 the  KS3  curriculum.  It  complements  the  GCSE  (9-1)  Science  specifications,  in  particular  the  GCSE 

 Combined Science which does not feature any astronomy content. 

 Astronomy  is  delivered  as  an  additional  GCSE  and  is  subject  to  achieving  sufficient  students  wishing  to 

 study this. Lessons will take place weekly as a twilight totalling three hours per fortnight. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Practical Observation 

 Naked-eye Astronomy 
 ●  50% of grade. 
 ●  90 minute examination in 

 Year 11. 

 Telescopic Astronomy 
 ●  50% of grade. 
 ●  90 minute examination in 

 Year 11. 

 ●  6 - 10 hours of classroom 
 time plus observation at 
 home. 

 ●  Two projects completed over 
 the course. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  There are currently no costs associated with this course. 

 Examination board  Edexcel 

 Trips  Visiting astronomers and astrophysicists will expand upon the teaching of the course 
 and there will be opportunities for stargazing evenings and planetarium visits. 

 Further Education  A Level Physics. 

 University  Aerospace engineering, astronomy, computer programming. 

 Careers  Government researcher, computer programming, teacher, management consultant. 
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 Business 

 Overview 

 Students  apply  their  knowledge  and  understanding  to  different  business  contexts  ranging  from  small 

 enterprises  to  large  multinationals  and  businesses  operating  in  local,  national  and  global  contexts. 

 Students  will  develop  an  understanding  of  how  these  contexts  impact  on  business  behaviour.  Students 

 will apply their knowledge and understanding to business decision-making including: 

 ●  The  interdependent  nature  of  business  activity,  influences  on  business,  business  operations, 

 finance,  marketing  and  human  resources,  and  how  these  interdependencies  underpin  business 

 decision making 

 ●  How different business contexts affect business decisions 

 ●  The use and limitation of quantitative and qualitative data in making business decisions 

 ●  Following completion of the course students will have developed the following skills: 

 ○  Use of business terminology 

 ○  Application skills – being able to apply terminology to specific case study examples 

 ○  Problem solving and decision making 

 ○  Investigative,  analytical  and  evaluative  skills  –  to  assess  business  opportunities  and 

 threats 

 ○  Decision-making using a variety of sources of information 

 ○  Creativity, communication and presentation skills 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2 

 Influences of operations and Human Resource 
 Management (HRM) on business activity. 

 What’s assessed: 
 ●  Business in the real world 
 ●  Influences on business 
 ●  Business operations 
 ●  Human resources 

 How it’s assessed: 
 ●  Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
 ●  90 marks 
 ●  50% of GCSE 

 Influences of marketing and finance on business 
 activity. 

 What’s assessed: 
 ●  Business in the real world 
 ●  Influences on business 
 ●  Marketing 
 ●  Finance 

 How it’s assessed: 
 ●  Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
 ●  90 marks 
 ●  50% of GCSE 
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 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  There are currently no costs associated with this course. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  There are no compulsory trips associated with this course. 

 Further Education  A Level Business, A Level Economics. 

 University  Universities offer a large choice of business and economics related degrees. 

 Careers  Accountancy, economics, management, owning your own business, apprenticeships, 
 merchandising, and management consultancy - amongst many others. 
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 Community Languages 

 Overview 

 We  are  offering  the  opportunity  to  gain  a  GCSE  in  a  community  language.  If  you  can  speak  and  write 

 any  of  the  languages  below  with  some  degree  of  fluency,  this  could  be  an  option.  Please  contact  Miss 

 Streatfield, Head of MFL, for further information. 

 Some of the below are a selection of community languages that we can potentially facilitate: 

 ●  Arabic 

 ●  Bengali 

 ●  Biblical Hebrew 

 ●  Chinese 

 ●  Greek 

 ●  Gujarati 

 ●  Italian 

 ●  Japanese 

 ●  Modern Hebrew 

 ●  Panjabi 

 ●  Persian 

 ●  Polish 

 ●  Portuguese 

 ●  Russian 

 ●  Spanish 

 ●  Turkish 

 ●  Urdu 
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 Computer Science 

 Overview 

 This  course  gives  students  an  in-depth  understanding  of  how  computer  technology  works.  They  will 

 get  an  insight  into  what  goes  on  ‘behind  the  scenes’  in  a  computer.  This  includes  a  substantial  amount 

 of computer programming in Python,  which many students find absorbing. 

 The  course  will  develop  critical  thinking,  analysis  and  problem-solving  skills  through  the  study  of 

 computer  programming.  This  gives  students  a  fun  and  interesting  way  to  develop  these  skills,  which 

 can  be  transferred  to  other  subjects  and  even  applied  in  day-to-day  life.  Content  is  studied  across  both 

 Year 10 and 11. 

 The  course  provides  excellent  preparation  for  higher  study  and  employment  in  the  field  of  computer 

 science.  Students  with  a  GCSE  in  Computer  Science,  who  then  progress  to  study  the  subject  at  A  Level 

 or university, will have an advantage over others who are picking up the subject at these levels. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Practical Observation 

 Computer systems (50%): 

 ●  Systems Architecture 
 ●  Memory 
 ●  Storage 
 ●  Wired and wireless 

 networks 
 ●  Network topologies and 

 protocols 
 ●  System security 
 ●  System software 
 ●  Ethical and legal issues of 

 computing 

 Computational Thinking, 
 Algorithms and Programming 
 (50%): 

 ●  Algorithms 
 ●  Programming 

 fundamentals 
 ●  Producing robust 

 programmes 
 ●  Boolean logic 
 ●  Programming languages 

 and Integrated 
 Development 
 Environments 

 Programming Project: 

 In Year 11 students are given a 
 practical programming task to 
 complete. This develops their 
 problem solving skills and builds 
 the skills needed for Paper 2, 
 where students will be expected to 
 answer certain questions in a 
 programming language. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Students will need access to a computer at home. Python programming language is 
 free to download. 

 Examination board  OCR 

 Trips  There are no compulsory trips associated with this course. 

 Further Education  A Level Computing. 

 University  Computer science, software engineering, artificial intelligence. 

 Careers  Programmer, computer hardware, network manager, engineer, financial and resource 
 manager, science and medicine careers. 
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 Dance 

 Overview 

 GCSE  Dance  is  a  comprehensive  study  of  dance  in  its  physical,  artistic,  aesthetic  and  cultural  context. 

 It  thrives  in  helping  students  acquire  subject  knowledge,  fitness,  healthy  lifestyles,  teamwork  and 

 creativity.  The  course  strengthens  the  development  of  physical,  technical,  expressive  and  mental  skills 

 as  well  as  knowledge  and  understanding  of  dance  through  performance,  the  choreographic  process 

 and critical appreciation of dance. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2 

 Performance and Choreography (60%) 

 ●  Solo performance (15%): There are two 
 dances set by the examination board that 
 students replicate: Shift and Breathe. 

 ●  Performance in a group/duo (15%): The 
 dance is created in collaboration with the 
 teacher and students and it can be 
 performed in any genre/style. 

 ●  Choreography (30%): From a set stimulus 
 provided by the examination board 
 (choreographed and performed as a solo or 
 group). 

 Dance Appreciation - Written examination (40%) 

 ●  Knowledge and understanding of 
 choreographic processes and performing 
 skills (37.5%). 

 ●  Critical appreciation of the dancers’ own 
 work (22.5%). 

 ●  A critical study of six professional works. 
 (40%) Each work is between 10 and 30 
 minutes in duration. Works cover a range of 
 styles and style fusions including: 

 ○  Ballet 
 ○  Urban 
 ○  Contemporary 
 ○  Inclusive dance 
 ○  Dance for camera/film 
 ○  Dance from other cultures 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Dance uniform - approximately £10.00 - £15.00 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  Trips (to dance performances and workshops) will be arranged throughout the course. 
 Ticket prices are typically in the range of £10-£20. 

 Further Education  A Level Dance, BTEC Level 3 or equivalent in Dance/Performing Arts. 

 University  BA (Hons) in Dance, Dance Theatre, Physical Theatre, Choreography. 

 Careers  Performer/dancer, choreographer, teacher, theatre critic, community Arts worker, 
 Arts administrator, dance movement psychotherapist, personal trainer, theatre 
 director (movement). 
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 Drama 

 Overview 

 In  an  increasingly  competitive  world,  speech  and  communication  skills  are  becoming  more  important. 

 Through  studying  drama  students  gain  a  greater  sense  of  self-confidence  and  a  greater  capacity  to 

 express  their  opinions  and  beliefs  to  others.  Whether  students  wish  to  become  professional  actors  or 

 simply  wish  to  develop  their  speech  and  communication  skills,  the  GCSE  Drama  course  will  be  both 

 stimulating and of great value in the world beyond education. 

 This  course  will  appeal  to  those  who  are  interested  in  both  performing  and  the  technical  side  of 

 theatre.  It  promotes  students’  involvement  in  and  enjoyment  of  drama  as  performers,  devisers, 

 directors and designers and provides opportunities for students to watch live theatre. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Component 3 

 Devised practical performance 
 (40%) 

 ●  Students devise a practical 
 performance based on a 
 chosen stimulus and this is 
 linked to a practitioner or 
 genre. The students work 
 with a selection of stimuli 
 sent by the board to create 
 a final performance piece. 

 ●  Group size is between 2 
 and 5 candidates. 

 ●  Acting or design skill. 
 Design can include: lighting, 
 sound, costume, hair and 
 make-up and set design. 

 ●  The examination is 
 internally assessed and 
 externally moderated. 

 ●  Portfolio of supporting 
 evidence which includes the 
 creation and development 
 of ideas during the 
 rehearsal process (750-900 
 words). 

 ●  Written evaluation of their 
 final performance in 
 controlled conditions. 
 Students are allocated one 
 hour and thirty minutes to 
 complete the process. 

 Performance from a text (20%) 

 ●  Students will perform an 
 extract from a published 
 play. 

 ●  This examination is 
 assessed by a visiting 
 examiner. 

 ●  Group size is between 2 
 and 4 candidates. 

 ●  Acting or design skill 
 applies. 

 Written examination (40%) 
 1 hour 30 minutes 

 ●  Students will be assessed 
 on their ability to analyse 
 one set text as an actor, 
 designer and director. 

 ●  They will also need to 
 write a response to a live 
 theatre production. 
 Candidates have a choice 
 to answer either a 
 performance or design 
 question for this section. 
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 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  There are compulsory costs associated with this course. 

 Examination board  Eduqas WJEC 

 Trips  One theatre trip in Year 10 followed by another in Year 11. 

 Further Education  A level Drama & Theatre Studies, drama school, BTEC in Performing Arts. 

 University  BA’s in Drama, Drama and Theatre, Drama and Film, Drama and Performance, 
 Physical Theatre. 

 Careers  Actor, designer, director, teacher, arts administrator, drama teacher, drama therapist, 
 television production assistant, radio presenter, plus many other careers in the media 
 and public sectors. 
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 Film Studies 

 Overview 

 GCSE  Film  Studies  offers  students  the  chance  to  develop  their  creativity,  cultural  understanding  and 

 critical  thinking  in  relation  to  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  contemporary  art  forms.  Students  study  key 

 works  of  British,  American  and  international  cinema.  They  also  learn  about  institutions  within  the 

 media  industry,  and  about  the  way  films  reach  audiences  through  production,  distribution  and 

 exhibition, such as Netflix, Amazon and mainstream cinema. 

 Although  the  majority  of  students'  work  is  assessed  through  an  external  examination,  accounting  for 

 70%  of  their  overall  grade,  the  course  does  however  maintain  a  strong  emphasis  on  practical 

 film-making  skills.  This  includes  both  an  independent  research  project  and  the  opportunity  for 

 students to plan and produce their own film. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Component 3 

 Developments in US Film. 

 This component assesses 
 knowledge and understanding of 
 three US films chosen from a 
 range of options. Assessment 
 consists of four questions on one 
 pair of US mainstream films and 
 one US independent film. 

 ●  35% of final grade. 

 Narrative, Representation and 
 Film Style. 

 This component assesses 
 knowledge and understanding of 
 three global films produced 
 outside the US chosen from a 
 range of options. 

 ●  35% of final grade. 

 Production. 

 This component assesses the ability 
 to apply knowledge and 
 understanding of film to a production 
 and its accompanying evaluative 
 analysis. Students produce: 

 ●  One genre-based film 
 extract (either from a film or 
 from a screenplay). 

 ●  One evaluative analysis of 
 the production, where 
 learners analyse and 
 evaluate their production in 
 relation to comparable, 
 professionally- produced 
 films or screenplays. 

 ●  30% of final grade. 
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 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  All equipment is provided by the department, although students may wish to use their 
 own. 

 Examination board  Eduqas WJEC 

 Trips  The British Film Institute Library (research projects); The British Film Institute 
 (Moving Image Awards); various cinema trips. 

 Further Education  A Level Film. 

 University  Film production, video production, TV production, film theory, media production, 
 communications, broadcast journalism. 

 Careers  Film director, location manager, programme researcher in broadcasting/film/video, 
 television camera operator, television/film/video producer, screenwriter, television 
 production coordinator, advertising art director, set builders, drone operators, 
 animators, location finders/managers, accountant staff/ accountants, hair and 
 make-up, prop makers. 
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 Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 Overview 

 GCSE  Food  Preparation  and  Nutrition  is  an  exciting  and  creative  subject.  It  focuses  on  practical 

 cooking  skills  to  ensure  students  develop  a  thorough  understanding  of  nutrition,  food  provenance  and 

 the  working  characteristics  of  food  materials.  This  GCSE  focuses  on  nurturing  students’  practical 

 cookery  skills  to  give  them  a  strong  understanding  of  nutrition.  There  is  a  strong  link  with  science  in 

 this academic course. 

 There  are  two  Non-Examination  Assessment  tasks.  The  first  is  a  food  science  investigation  that 

 examines  the  function  of  ingredients.  Through  practical  experimentation,  students  will  investigate  and 

 evaluate  an  understanding  of  the  working  characteristics,  functional  and  chemical  properties  of 

 ingredients  and  use  the  findings  of  that  investigation  to  achieve  a  particular  result  with  respect  to  the 

 preparation and cooking of food. 

 The  second  is  a  food  preparation  task  that  requires  students  to  research,  design,  plan,  make  and 

 evaluate  food  products  based  upon  a  chosen  theme.  Students  will  produce  evidence  which  includes 

 photographs  which  demonstrate  technical  skills  and  the  final  outcomes,  and  produce  a  report  on  how 

 they have designed, executed and evaluated the preparation, cooking and presentation of the dishes. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Component 3 

 Non-Examination Assessment 1 

 Food investigation task: 
 ●  Worth 15% of the final 

 GCSE grade. 
 ●  10 hours. 
 ●  Written report. 

 1500-2000 words - Tasks 
 will be released in 
 September of Year 11. 

 Non-Examination Assessment 2 

 Food preparation task: 
 ●  Worth 35% of the final 

 GCSE grade. 
 ●  20 hours including a 

 3-hour practical session to 
 make the three final 
 dishes. 

 ●  Portfolio including 
 photographic evidence. 

 ●  Tasks will be released in 
 November of Year 11. 

 Written Examination 

 Examination: 
 ●  Worth 50% of the final 

 mark. 
 ●  1 hour and 45 minutes. 

 Section A: multiple choice 
 questions from different sections 
 of the course. 

 Section B: 5 questions of different 
 styles from different sections of 
 the course. 

 Topics covered: 
 ●  Food, nutrition and health 
 ●  Food science 
 ●  Food safety 
 ●  Food choice 
 ●  Food provenance 
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 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Practical lessons will take place weekly with students providing their own ingredients. 
 AQA Food and Nutrition revision guides will be offered for purchase at a discounted 
 rate through the department, these are an essential resource for the course but can 
 be purchased in advance. 

 ●  Text book - approximately £21.00. 
 ●  Revision guide - approximately £9.00. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  There will be opportunities to visit local hospitality and catering businesses. Students 
 are also encouraged to participate in regional and national cooking competitions. 

 Further Education  Food Science and Nutrition Level 3. 

 University  Dietetics, B.Sc. in Nutrition, Food Science, Food or Human Nutrition. 

 Careers  Typical careers include community education officer, food technologist, health 
 promotion specialist, international aid/development worker, medical sales 
 representative, nutritional therapist, nutritionist, research and education, sports 
 nutrition. 
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 Geography 

 Overview 

 This  exciting  course  offers  a  balanced  framework  of  human  and  physical  geography  and  encourages  a 

 range  of  teaching  and  learning  approaches  both  in  and  out  of  the  classroom.  Students  develop 

 geographical  knowledge  and  understanding  by  exploring  themes  and  examples  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

 Europe  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  Topics  of  study  include  climate  change,  natural  hazards  including 

 extreme  weather,  the  physical  geography  of  the  UK  including  our  river  environments,  poverty, 

 development,  global  shifts  in  economic  power  and  the  challenge  of  sustainable  resource  use.  Students 

 are  also  encouraged  to  understand  their  role  in  society  by  considering  different  viewpoints,  values  and 

 attitudes.  They  are  also  required  to  develop  a  range  of  geographical  skills,  including  cartographic, 

 graphical,  numerical  and  statistical  skills,  fieldwork  and  decision-making  throughout  their  study  of  the 

 course. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Component 3 

 Living with the physical 
 environment (35%) 

 ●  The challenge of natural 
 hazards. 

 ●  The living world. 
 ●  Physical landscapes in the 

 UK. 

 Challenges in the human 
 environment (35%) 

 ●  Urban issues and 
 challenges. 

 ●  The changing economic 
 world. 

 ●  The challenge of resource 
 management. 

 Geographical skills & applications 
 (30%) 

 ●  Issue evaluation. 
 ●  Fieldwork. 
 ●  Geographical skills. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  All costs are covered by the department other than for trips (see below). We 
 recommend students purchase a subscription to Wideworld Magazine 
 (approximately £20 depending on format). Excellent revision guides are available. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  ●  Students will take part in two one-day field trips to investigate human and 
 physical geography in the local area. Cost is dependent on location for each trip. 

 ●  Residential trip to Iceland (optional). Approximate cost £1,000. 

 Further Education  A Level Geography, BTEC in Travel & Tourism or Leisure & Tourism. 

 University  A combined course, human geography or physical geography. Other disciplines 
 include earth and environmental science, geology, anthropology, real estate and town 
 planning, ecology, international studies. 

 Careers  Financial sector/risk management, medical organisations, environmental consultancy, 
 accountancy, media/journalism, the growing importance of Geography Information 
 Systems (GIS) in all industries, legal sector, politics/Non-Governmental Organisations 
 (NGOs), global sport, weather, transport/logistics, resource management. 
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 History 

 Overview 

 The  GCSE  History  syllabus  has  been  designed  to  give  students  a  broad  and  diverse  study  of  the  history 

 of  Britain  and  the  wider  world  and  give  them  the  skills  that  will  support  progression  to  further  study  of 

 history and a wide range of other subjects. 

 GCSE  History  will  extend  students’  knowledge  of  history  at  Key  Stage  3  by  studying  new  areas  of 

 content  and  by  revisiting  and  deepening  their  knowledge  of  some  content  studied  previously.  Our 

 GCSE  syllabus  also  supports  progression  to  A  Level  so  that  students  will  have  a  coherent  and  diverse 

 experience of history if they go on to take A Level. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Component 3 

 1HI0/12 Paper 1: Thematic study 
 and historic environment (30%) 

 ●  Medicine in Britain, 
 c1250-present. 

 ●  The British sector of the 
 Western Front, 1914-18: 
 injuries, treatment and 
 the trenches. 

 1HI0/B4 & 28/29 Paper 2: Period 
 study and British depth study 
 (40%) 

 ●  Superpower relations and 
 the Cold War, 1941-91 
 (20%). 

 ●  The Reigns of King 
 Richard and King John, 
 1189-1216 (20%). 

 1HI0/31 Paper 3: Modern depth 
 study (30%) 

 ●  Weimar and Nazi 
 Germany, 1918-39. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  The department will provide students with core textbooks, however students may 
 find it useful to purchase a revision textbook/electronic version of the core textbook 
 (approximately £10 each). 

 Examination board  Edexcel 

 Trips  Optional trip to Berlin, Germany. Approximate cost £500. 

 Further Education  A Level History, A Level Politics. 

 University  A combined course, history, politics, law, English. 

 Careers  Teacher, university lecturer, historical researcher, lawyer, tour guide, civil service, 
 archivist, librarian and information work, financial sector, legal sector, communication 
 and journalism, advertising,marketing, public relations. 
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 Innovation and Design 

 Overview 

 The  sky's  the  limit.  Engineering  is  an  increasingly  innovative  and  exciting  area  to  work  in.  It  affects 

 every  aspect  of  modern  life  –  from  skyscrapers  to  smart  phones,  cars  to  carrier  bags.  The  AQA 

 Engineering  syllabus  prepares  students  to  participate  confidently  and  successfully  in  an  increasingly 

 technological  world.  Our  new  GCSE  introduces  students  to  a  host  of  new  technologies,  helping  them 

 to  gain  practical  skills  and  understanding  to  inspire  a  lifelong  interest  in  engineering.  It  will  particularly 

 appeal  to  those  who  enjoy  being  creative,  with  an  affinity  for  drawing,  design,  mathematics  and 

 problem-solving.  Students  will  get  the  opportunity  to  work  creatively  when  designing  and  making  and 

 will be able to apply technical and practical expertise. 

 This  specification  is  designed  to  be  taken  over  two  years.  This  is  a  linear  qualification.  In  order  to 

 achieve  the  award,  students  must  complete  all  assessments  at  the  end  of  the  course  and  in  the  same 

 series. This course has strong links with other disciplines as follows: 

 ●  Science:  Students  learn  to  apply  scientific  knowledge  and  skills,  learn  the  classification  of  the 

 types and properties of a range of materials, and also learn life cycles. 

 ●  Technology/Engineering:  Students learn how to solve  problems to design or build. 

 ●  Mathematics:  Students  learn  skills  on  how  to  extract  information,  engineering  drawings  and 

 schematics  to  communicate  a  solution  to  the  brief,  analyse  responses  to  user  questionnaires, 

 able to demonstrate mathematical knowledge and understanding in relation to engineering. 

 Content 

 Component 1 - Written Assessment  Component 2: Non-Examination Assessment (NEA) 

 Subject Core Content 
 ●  Engineering materials 
 ●  Engineering manufacturing processes 
 ●  Systems 
 ●  Testing and investigation 
 ●  The impact of modern technologies 
 ●  Practical engineering skills 

 What's assessed 
 ●  Multiple choice questions assessing breadth 

 of knowledge. 
 ●  Short answer questions assessing in depth 

 knowledge, including calculations. 
 ●  Multiple choice questions related to the 

 application of practical engineering skills. 
 ●  Extended response questions drawing 

 together elements of the specification. 

 How it's assessed 
 ●  Written examination: 2 hours. 
 ●  120 marks. 

 How it's assessed 
 ●  30 hours (approximately). 
 ●  80 marks. 
 ●  40% of GCSE. 

 Task(s) 
 ●  Substantial ‘design and make’ task. 

 Assessment criteria 
 ●  Problem analysis. 
 ●  Problem solving. 
 ●  Modelling. 
 ●  Developing design ideas. 
 ●  Communication. 
 ●  Production of prototype. 
 ●  In the spirit of the iterative design process, 

 the above will be awarded holistically where 
 they take place and not in a linear manner. 

 ●  Contextual challenges to be released 
 annually by AQA on 1 June in the year prior 
 to the submission of the NEA. 

 ●  Students will produce a prototype and a 
 portfolio of evidence. 
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 ●  60% of GCSE.  ●  Work is  internally marked and externally 
 moderated (AQA). 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  In addition to generic school equipment such as writing pens, a pencil sharpener and 
 rubber, students must also have a fine line black pen, a set square and a set of 
 colouring pencils. Students could also add graphics rendering pens such as 
 Promarkers to their pencil case if desired. 

 ●  Course textbook - approximately £20 
 ●  Revision guide - approximately £9.99 (AQA GCSE (9-1) Engineering (MRN) by 

 Paul Anderson Paperback) 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  Cranfield University,  Land Rover Plant, Bicester Heritage, F1 schools and 
 establishments linked to design and innovation. 

 Further Education  Certificate in Engineering, with the ability to take a wide range of design-related 
 courses at A Level and college. 

 University  BSc Hons in Manufacturing Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Architectural 
 Engineering, Computer Science, Mathematics, Physics, and any degree focussed on 
 usability/product design. 

 Careers  Aerospace Engineers, Civil Engineers, Mechanical Engineers, Electrical or Electronic 
 Engineers, Manufacturing Engineers,  Structural Engineers, Maintenance Engineers 
 and Technical Sales Engineers. 
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 Music 

 Overview 

 GCSE  Music  is  a  course  which  expects  students  to  perform  on  an  instrument  (including  voice), 

 compose  music  and  appraise  music  aurally.  Students  will  study  a  timeline  of  music  and  significant 

 composers  to  extend  their  appreciation  of  music  in  a  wider  context,  as  well  as  studying  aspects  of 

 performance and composition techniques. 

 There  are  frequent  opportunities  for  extra  and  cross-curricular  activities  throughout  the  year,  for 

 example  our  school  production  and  music  concerts.  Students  are  encouraged  to  join  clubs  to  help  with 

 the performance component. 

 The School also offers a subsidy towards the cost of instrumental lessons inside or outside of school. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Component 3 

 Performing 

 ●  Solo performance. 
 ●  Ensemble performance. 
 ●  30% of total. 

 Composing 

 ●  Free composition. 
 ●  Compose to a brief. 
 ●  30% of total. 

 Listening & appraising 

 ●  Listening examination 
 (CD). 

 ●  40% of total. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Approximately £20 for a book of annotated scores, revision & study guide and 
 separate listening questions (covers the full two year course). 

 Examination board  Edexcel 

 Trips  Set works performances, Royal Festival Hall. Price varies. 

 Further Education  A Level Music, BTEC in Performing Arts (not available at Rickmansworth School), A 
 Level Drama and Theatre. 

 University  Music, performing arts related courses. 

 Careers  Music, film, TV, radio, events management, teaching, performing, composing, 
 publishing, Arts Council and more. 
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 Photography 

 Overview 

 GCSE  Photography  is  unique  in  its  cross-curriculum  potential.  On  the  technical  side  physics,  chemistry 

 and  mathematics  are  part  of  the  course  while  on  the  critical  side  English  and  history  are  exploited. 

 Underlying  this,  and  most  importantly,  is  creativity.  To  maximise  engagement  students  choose  their 

 own  practical  and  theoretical  themes.  By  the  end  of  the  course  the  students  are  expected  to  have 

 taken  photographs,  processed  them  and  printed  from  the  negatives  unassisted.  This  requires  a 

 thorough  knowledge  of  how  a  camera  controls  the  input  of  light  and  how  this  affects  the  image.  They 

 are  expected  to  be  able  to  evaluate  the  work  of  other  photographers.  All  components  are  a 

 combination of written and practical work. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2 

 ●  Coursework. The first term and a half in Year 
 10 is devoted to all relevant aspects of 
 photographic theory and the major body of 
 written work is completed in the second 
 term. The practical coursework is started on 
 completion of this written work. Further, but 
 less substantial, written work is carried out 
 to compliment the practical work. There are 
 two parts to the coursework, an un-themed 
 unit and a themed unit. Students choose their 
 own theme. 

 ●  The coursework is worth 60% of the final 
 mark. 

 ●  In February of Year 11, the controlled 
 assessment (examination) is started and 
 completed, with supporting written work, in 
 April. 

 ●  The examination is worth 40% of the final 
 mark. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Over the two years students will spend approximately £150 on materials. This figure 
 depends on how productive and efficient the student is. The department makes every 
 attempt to minimise the costs. Loan cameras are supplied, if required. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  There are no compulsory trips associated with this course. 

 Further Education  A Level Photography. 

 University  Photography, art, media, journalism, science, design. 

 Careers  Photographer, journalist, photo-journalist, teacher, chemist, physicist, graphic 
 designer, interior designer, architectural photographer, stage designer. 
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 Physical Education 

 Overview 

 The  combination  of  physical  performance  and  academic  challenge  provides  an  exciting  opportunity  for 

 students.  They  also  learn  about  physical  education  through  a  range  of  different  contexts  and  the 

 impact it has on everyday life. 

 The  syllabus  encourages  students  to  immerse  themselves  in  the  world  of  sports  and  PE  with  the 

 chance  to  perform  (through  the  non-examination  assessment  component)  and  delve  into  the  how  and 

 why  of  physical  activity  and  sport.  Students  have  the  opportunity  to  develop  a  practical  set  of  key 

 skills,  including  dealing  with  pressure,  split  second  decision-making  and  interpreting  and  analysing 

 data. Individual and team activities that students can be assessed in include: 

 Team  Activities  Individual Activities 

 Acrobatic gymnastics 
 Association football 
 Badminton 
 Basketball 
 Blind cricket 
 Camogie 
 Cricket 
 Dance 
 Figure skating 
 Futsal 
 Gaelic football 
 Goal ball 
 Handball 
 Hockey (field hockey) 
 Hurling 
 Ice hockey 
 Inline roller hockey 

 Lacrosse 
 Netball 
 Powerchair football 
 Rowing 
 Rugby League 
 Rugby Union 
 Sailing 
 Sculling 
 Squash 
 Table cricket 
 Table tennis 
 Tennis 
 Volleyball 
 Waterpolo 
 Wheelchair basketball 
 Wheelchair rugby 

 Amateur boxing 
 Athletics 
 Badminton 
 Boccia 
 Canoeing 
 Cross Country running 
 Cycling (track or road or 
 BMX - racing, not tricks) 
 Dance 
 Diving (platform) 
 Equestrian 
 Figure Skating 
 Golf 
 Gymnastics 
 Kayaking 
 Polybat 
 Rock climbing 

 Sailing 
 Sculling 
 Skiing 
 Snowboarding 
 Squash 
 Swimming 
 Table tennis 
 Tennis 
 Trampolining 
 Windsurfing 

 Students are expected to attend a minimum of 1 extra curricular PE club and 1 session in the school 

 fitness suite per week to support the practical element of the GCSE PE course. 

 Content 

 Physical factors affecting 
 performances 

 Social-cultural issues and 
 sports psychology 

 Practical performances - 
 Non-Examination 
 Assessment (NEA) 

 Analysis and evaluation 
 of performance (AEP) 

 ●  Applied anatomy 
 and physiology 

 ●  Physical training 
 ●  1 hour paper 
 ●  60 marks 
 ●  30% 

 ●  Socio-cultural 
 influences 

 ●  Sports psychology 
 ●  Health, fitness and 

 well-being 
 ●  1 hour paper 
 ●  60 marks 
 ●  30% 

 ●  Students are 
 assessed in 
 performing three 
 practical activities. 

 ●  60 marks 
 ●  30% 

 ●  Students are 
 assessed in one 
 performance 
 analysis task 

 ●  20 marks 
 ●  10% 
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 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Revision guide - approximately £9. 

 Examination board  OCR 

 Trips  There are no compulsory trips associated with this course. 

 Further Education  A Level Physical Education, BTEC Sport Studies. 

 University  Physical education, physiotherapy, sports management, sports science. 

 Careers  Teaching, sports development, physiotherapy, sports management. 
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 Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics 

 Overview 

 GCSE  Religious  Studies,  Philosophy  and  Ethics  offers  students  the  opportunity  for  the  anthropological 

 and  thematic  study  of  religion  and  religious  responses  to  fundamental  questions.  The  subject  is 

 suitable  for  all  candidates,  regardless  of  religious  persuasion.  This  GCSE  encourages  students  to 

 develop  their  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  the  academic  study  of  religion  and  its  effect  on  local, 

 national  and  global  communities.  Students  will  also  develop  their  knowledge  and  understanding  of 

 religion  by  exploring  the  impact  of  beliefs,  teachings,  practices,  ways  of  life  and  forms  of  expressing 

 faith.  In  addition,  students  will  learn  to  express  their  personal  responses  and  formulate  informed 

 judgements  for  questions  about  identity,  belonging,  meaning,  purpose,  truth,  personal  values  and 

 commitments.  This  GCSE  encourages  students  to  question  the  world  in  which  we  live  through 

 developing critical awareness and analytical skills essential for further and higher education. 

 Content 

 Component 1  Component 2  Component 3 

 Christian beliefs, teachings and 
 practices 

 ●  Worth 25% of the overall 
 grade. 

 ●  The nature of God. 
 ●  Jesus Christ and salvation. 
 ●  The Afterlife. 
 ●  Forms of worship. 
 ●  The Sacraments. 
 ●  The role of pilgrimage. 
 ●  Celebrations and festivals. 
 ●  The role of the Church. 
 ●  The worldwide Church. 

 Hindu beliefs, teachings and 
 practices 

 ●  Worth 25% of the overall 
 grade. 

 ●  Nature and features of the 
 ultimate being. 

 ●  Hindu Gods/deities. 
 ●  The eternal self. 
 ●  Human life. 
 ●  Cosmology. 
 ●  Places of worship. 
 ●  Worship and meditation. 
 ●  Festivals. 
 ●  Sacred sites and 

 pilgrimage. 
 ●  Social concern 

 Religious, philosophical and ethical 
 studies 

 ●  Worth 50% of the overall 
 grade. 

 ●  From a Christian and 
 Hindu perspective. 

 ●  Issues of relationships. 
 ●  Issues of life and death. 
 ●  Issues of good and evil. 
 ●  Issues of human rights. 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Eduqas Religious Studies Route A GCSE (9-1) book - approximately £18.99. 

 Examination board  Eduqas WJEC 

 Trips  There are no compulsory trips associated with this course. 

 Further Education  A Level Religious Studies, Philosophy & Ethics . 

 University  Theology, Philosophy/Philosophy and Ethics, Politics, Sociology, Religious Studies, 
 Politics Philosophy and Economics (PPE). 

 Careers  Law, politics, travel, advertising, human resources, public services, diplomacy, 
 publishing, journalism, teaching. 
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 Separate Sciences 

 Overview 

 For  students  who  have  a  keen  interest  in  science,  we  offer  biology,  chemistry  and  physics  as  separate 

 GCSE  qualifications.  Those  students  who  choose  the  separate  sciences  study  the  same  content  as 

 GCSE  Combined  Science  along  with  additional  content  in  each  unit  allowing  them  to  further  their 

 understanding.  We  follow  the  AQA  specification,  with  the  content  covered  and  the  skills  developed 

 ensuring  our  students  are  well-prepared  for  any  of  the  A  Level  science  subjects.  To  be  eligible  for  this 

 course,  we  would  expect  students  to  attain  at  least  a  ‘secure’  in  their  end-of-KS3  Assessment  in 

 January  of  Year  9.  This  is  an  entry  requirement  for  this  course,  however  end  of  unit  tests  are  also  taken 

 into consideration. 

 Each  of  the  three  sciences  will  be  assessed  with  two  1  hour  45  minute  papers  taken  at  the  end  of  Year 

 11,  each  worth  50%  of  the  grade  for  that  science.  There  is  no  coursework,  however  there  are  a  number 

 of  required  practicals  that  students  must  complete  effectively  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  examination 

 questions about these investigations. 

 Content 

 Biology  Chemistry  Physics 

 ●  Cell biology 
 ●  Organisation 
 ●  Infections 
 ●  Bioenergetics 
 ●  Homeostasis 
 ●  Inheritance 
 ●  Ecology 

 ●  Atoms 
 ●  Bonding and structure 
 ●  Quantitative chemical 

 reactions 
 ●  Rates of reaction 
 ●  Organic chemistry 

 analysis 
 ●  Atmosphere 
 ●  The Earth’s resources 

 ●  Forces 
 ●  Energy 
 ●  Waves 
 ●  Electricity 
 ●  Magnetism 
 ●  Particles 
 ●  Atomic structure 
 ●  Space 

 Further Information and Opportunities Include 

 Costs  Full set of complete revision and practice books  - £16.50. 

 Examination board  AQA 

 Trips  We offer many academic extra-curricular opportunities, such as hosting lectures, 
 workshops and taking our students to other schools and institutions to gain first-hand 
 experience of aspects of science of interest to the students. 

 Further Education  A Level Chemistry, Biology, Psychology or Physics. 

 University  Medicine, chemistry, biology, physics, engineering, natural sciences, forensic science, 
 sport science, psychology, dentistry, veterinary medicine, optometry, nanoscience. 

 Careers  Biomedical scientist, doctor, teacher, researcher, pharmacy, dentistry, microbiologist, 
 engineer, dietician, sports scientist, forensic scientist, science journalist, astronaut. 
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 FURTHER CONSIDERATION 

 For  students  who  are  looking  forward  to  staying  on  to  study  A  Levels  at  Rickmansworth  School,  it  is 

 worth  explaining  that  students  need  to  gain  a  minimum  point  score  in  their  GCSEs  in  order  to  meet  the 

 entry  requirements.  Depending  on  the  subject,  students  may  need  to  achieve  a  minimum  score  in 

 specific subjects in order to study a particular A Level. 

 Please  see  the  table  below  which  lists  the  current  entry  requirements  for  specific  A  Levels.  This 

 information  may  be  useful  when  considering  what  GCSEs  to  study,  especially  if  a  student  has  a  specific 

 career  pathway  in  mind.  For  example,  students  typically  need  to  achieve  a  minimum  Grade  6  in  order 

 to  study  the  subject  at  A  Level;  however  French,  German  and  mathematics  require  students  to  achieve 

 Grade 7. It is not always necessary to study a subject at GCSE in order to study it at A Level. 

 Sixth Form Entry Requirements 

 Scores  are  calculated  by  adding  the  total  grades  achieved  from  the  student’s  top  eight  GCSE  subjects. 

 The  minimum  score  required  to  study  three  A  Level  subjects  is  42  points.  In  addition  to  this,  students 

 must attain the required grade in the subjects they wish to study as set out below. 

 Minimum Subject Entry Requirements 

 Subject 
 Requirement 

 GCSE Grade 
 Requirement 

 Additional  * If not studied at 
 GCSE discuss 
 with Head of 
 Sixth Form 

 ART  Grade 6  Or Grade 6 in Art & Design 

 BIOLOGY  Grade 6 in Biology, or 
 Grade 6,6 in Combined 
 Science 

 Mathematics Grade 6 

 BUSINESS  Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, English 
 Grade 6 and Mathematics 
 Grade 5 

 * 

 CHEMISTRY  Grade 6 in Chemistry, or 
 Grade 6,6 in Combined 
 Science 

 Mathematics Grade 6 

 COMPUTER SCIENCE  Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, 
 Mathematics Grade 6 

 * 

 DANCE  Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, other 
 relevant experience 

 * 

 DRAMA AND 
 THEATRE 

 Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, English 
 Language Grade 6 or English 
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 Literature Grade 6 

 ECONOMICS  English Language Grade 6 and 
 Mathematics Grade 6 

 * 

 ENGLISH  Grade 6 English Language 
 & Grade 6 English 
 Literature 

 FILM STUDIES  Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, English 
 Language Grade 6 or English 
 Literature Grade 6 

 FRENCH OR GERMAN  Grade 7  Grade 6 after discussion with 
 Head of Department 

 GEOGRAPHY  Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, Science 
 Grade 6 and English Grade 6 

 HISTORY  Grade 6 in History and 
 Grade 6 English Language 

 If not studied at GCSE, English 
 Language Grade 6 or English 
 Literature Grade 6 

 * 

 MATHEMATICS  Grade 7  For Further Mathematics Grade 
 8 

 MUSIC  Grade 6  Minimum Grade 6 Standard in 
 instrument or voice 

 PHOTOGRAPHY  Grade 6  * 

 PHYSICAL 
 EDUCATION 

 Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, Science 
 Grade 6 

 PHYSICS  Grade 6 in Physics or 
 Grade 6,6 in Combined 
 Science 

 Mathematics Grade 6 

 POLITICS  Grade 6 in History and 
 Grade 6 in English 
 Language 

 PSYCHOLOGY  Grade 6 in Combined 
 Science or Grade 6 in one 
 Separate Science 

 English Language or Literature 
 Grade 6 and Mathematics 
 Grade 6 

 PHILOSOPHY AND 
 ETHICS (R.S.) 

 Grade 5  If not studied at GCSE, English 
 Grade 6 

 SOCIOLOGY  Grade 5 in History, 
 Geography or Religious 
 Studies 

 English Language Grade 5 
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