
01 April 2022

Dear Parents and Carers

Head’s Weekly Update

I would like to thank you for your fantastic support once again this term. It has certainly been a busy
term but following a relaxation of national COVID guidance, it has been lovely to return to wider
school activities including a school production, trips and face-to-face parent consultations. Sadly we
say goodbye to two of our support staff: Mrs J Patel (Data Manager) and Mr G Hawkins (D&T
Technician) - we wish them all the very best of luck as they embark on the next chapters of their lives.
After Easter we welcome Mr Froggatt (our new Head of Geography) Mrs Naqvi (Head of Psychology)
and Mrs Huxley (D&T Technician).

Students have been busy in Food Technology classes this term and have
enjoyed crafting various goodies including speciality breads. We hope you
have enjoyed their culinary creations and perhaps the lessons will encourage
them to try their hand at more recipes at home during the Easter holidays.

Congratulations to our Year 12 Physicists who successfully
completed their Senior Physics Olympiad BPhO - Well Done!

A huge thank you to our colleagues at the Royal Masonic
School for donating the Wellbeing Hub to us. This is a
fantastic resource with hundreds of interventions to help
support the whole family (including parents!). Students
can sign up via the Student Dashboard and parents can
sign up via the The Wellbeing Hub website.

https://sites.google.com/rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/studentdashboard/student-support/mental-health
https://club.teentips.co.uk/membership-account/membership-checkout/?level=5&discount_code=RickmansworthParentb3nn6h2


You may already be aware that earlier this week, the

government published a green paper on the future of SEND and
Alternative Provision. In case you weren't aware, a green paper
is a discussion document, for when a government is considering
introducing a new law. Please see the following link for the
proposal: SEND review summary documentation. You can have
your say on the green paper’s proposals, in the form of an online
survey: SEND review green paper consultation.

On Tuesday 29 March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, set out the next
steps for living with COVID-19 in England from Friday 01 April.  Free COVID-19 tests will continue to
be available for specific groups, including eligible patients and NHS staff, once the universal testing
offer ends on Friday 01 April.

Updated guidance will advise:
● adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel

unwell, should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well
enough to resume normal activities and they no longer have a high temperature

● children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home
and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when
they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend

● adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with
other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young
people aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days

From the start of next term, if your child is self-isolating please continue to contact the School by
emailing medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk and studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
as soon as possible. Please confirm the date of the onset of any symptom(s), the test date (and result if
received) and the date they were last in school. You do not need to contact the school if your child has
COVID during the Easter holiday.

Enquiries about matters other than COVID-19 should be directed to the usual email address:
admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.

I hope you all have a lovely relaxing Easter break and we look forward to seeing the students return
to school on 19 April.

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-and-ap-green-paper-responding-to-the-consultation/summary-of-the-send-review-right-support-right-place-right-time
https://consult.education.gov.uk/send-review-division/send-review-2022/consultation/subpage.2022-02-02.7538639008/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Groupcall letters can be found on our website here.

Artist of the Week: Archie Plant, Year 9,
'Personal Object - Observational Drawing', A5 Pencil on Paper

Would you like to be an Examinations Invigilator for Rickmansworth School?

We are looking for invigilators to join our team and assist with examinations from May
this year. Examination seasons are February, April, May, June, November and
December each year. This could suit someone who is retired or looking for casual work
to fit around other commitments. No specific examination invigilation experience is
necessary and training will be provided. Please click here for more information.

Vacancies at Rickmansworth School

The School is currently looking for a Reprographics and Admin Officer to
start as soon as possible. Please see the Teach in Herts website for details.

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Examinations-Invigilator-Advert-2022.pdf?t=1648669434?ts=1648669434
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,reprographics-and-admin-officer_72151.htm


Eco Committee Update

There are global events taking place all week at the School during the first week back
after the Easter holidays (W/C 18 April) and The Eco Committee is delivering assembly
that week as well.

On Earth Day itself (Friday 22 April) the Eco Committee is presenting to our local MP (Gagan
Mohindra) and we will have a Q&A session with him.

On Wednesday 20 April from 15:00 to 18:00, there will be a litter pick around Croxley, where the
community comes together to clean up our area; please encourage students to take part. More
details to follow.

All classrooms now have a recycling bin and students are encouraged to use the correct bin for
recyclable waste.

Please ensure your child brings a reusable water bottle to school with them everyday; they are part of
the compulsory equipment list.

Preloved Books - the book swapping event carried out earlier this month, in conjunction with the
library, went really well. We are hoping that this can be an ongoing project, where we have a
bookcase/table in the library for preloved books. Please encourage your child to bring a book in and
take a new one home!!

Please follow us on Twitter or Instagram.

South West Herts Partnership Calendar of Events

South West Herts Partnership is a family focussed/needs-led partnership working
alongside children and their families to ensure access to a wide range of early support
with a non-judgemental friendly approach. Please find a link to their latest calendar of
events.

A Message from ActiveSwim

Please see the attached flyer for details of ActiveSwim’s crash courses running
at Rickmansworth School during the Easter holidays.

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2022/
https://twitter.com/rickyecoschool1
https://www.instagram.com/rickyecoschools/
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SWHP-Newsletter-Calendar-of-Events-2.pdf?t=1648667498?ts=1648667498
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SWHP-Newsletter-Calendar-of-Events-2.pdf?t=1648667498?ts=1648667498
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/ActiveSwim-CrashCourse-Easter.pdf?t=1648667243?ts=1648667243


A Message from Hertfordshire County Council

As we step into spring, we’re encouraging residents to be kind and stay healthy by
following simple steps to live life safely with COVID-19, stop the spread and protect
others. For up-to-date information go to
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving

The simple steps people are encouraged to follow are:
o Be kind – respect people wearing masks or keeping their distance from you. They may well
be very vulnerable to infection
o Be informed – know your level of risk and get good, trusted advice on managing it
o Be vaccinated or boosted – ensure you and those around you are vaccinated when invited
o Be safe – manage your risk when socially mixing (hands, face, space, fresh air)
o Be prepared – if you get Covid, stay at home and get early treatment should you need it
o Be supported – as well as your family and friends, HertsHelp can offer support

COVID-19 vaccination

Vaccination continues to offer the best protection for ourselves and others around us from becoming
seriously ill from COVID-19. There are lots of walk-in options available locally for first, second doses
and boosters, you can find your nearest vaccination centre and also book an appointment at:
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/

The national booking system for healthy 5- to -11 year olds to receive their COVID-19 vaccination
will open from 2 April. Parents and carers can book appointments at larger vaccination centres and in
some community pharmacies. Appointments will also be available at some GP run sites, if so they will
contact you directly and you can book through your practice.

Vaccinations are already available for clinically vulnerable 5- to 11-year-olds, and children in this age
group who live with someone who has a weakened immune system. Until now vaccinations for this ‘at
risk’ group of children have been available through GPs and special schools, but parents and carers
will also be able to book through these through the national booking service from 2 April.

For more information on vaccinations for this age group visit:
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people

Stay at home if you have symptoms

Guidance remains that if you have symptoms of COVID-19, (a high temperature, a new, continuous
cough or a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste), you should stay at home and avoid contact
with other people, regardless of a positive test result. Get advice about staying at home and avoiding
contact with others

There is support available locally to help people who need to self-isolate, call HertsHelp on 0300 123
4044, email info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertshelp.net

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
mailto:info@hertshelp.net
http://www.hertshelp.net/


Please don’t send children and young people back to school following the Easter holidays if they have
any symptoms or feel unwell. There continues to be a high number of outbreaks across
Hertfordshire’s childcare and education settings – they need our support to help protect our
communities and have the least disruption to children’s learning and development as possible.

We’d like to once again say thank you for continuing to play your part and for helping to keep
yourselves and others safe. We hope you enjoy a great Easter break.


