
03 December 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

Head’s Weekly Update

I hope you are all keeping well.  Following our return to school in September 2021, COVID-19
infection rates rose steadily over the first few weeks and the threshold was reached for “Outbreak”
status fairly soon thereafter. School staff (and students) have worked collaboratively and very
effectively over the term to minimise the spread of COVID-19 amongst the School community. This
included close liaison with Hertfordshire Public Health team and control measures implemented
included:

● Regular LFD testing by staff and students at home
● Face coverings in indoor communal spaces
● Face coverings in classrooms
● Increased ventilation (including the installation of CO2 monitors)
● Proactively monitoring the occurrence of COVID-19
● Targeted LFD testing for specific groups of students causing concern

As a result of these control measures, I am pleased to inform you that COVID-19infection rates have
fallen steadily over the last eight weeks and we currently have very low rates of COVID amongst the
School population. Consequently, Hertfordshire Public Health team have agreed that we are no
longer in “Outbreak” status from today, 03 December 2021.

We will maintain most of our current control measures but can now remove the requirement for
students to wear face coverings in classrooms from Monday 06 December 2021. However, given
recent developments regarding the new COVID-19 variant, Omicron, the wearing of face coverings
in classrooms is still encouraged. The removal of “Outbreak” status should also mean that we can
consider holding smaller-scale events such as concerts and parent consultation evenings if infection
rates remain low. I would like to thank the whole School community for pulling together once again
and helping keep each other as safe as possible.  Hopefully we will continue to experience low
COVID-19 rates at school but we need to accept that an increase in linked cases at the School may
see “Outbreak” status return again at short notice.



For those families that are planning to travel abroad over the Christmas holidays, please continue to
check the government's updated guidance on travelling internationally and returning to the UK.
They set out differentiated rules for entry to the UK from different countries:

● Entering the UK
● Travel to England from another country during coronavirus (COVID-19)
○ The government guidance is subject to change with very short notice at a national level and

that the school has no control over these national changes.
○ It is the parent/carers’ responsibility to be aware of any changes that may impact your child’s

ability to attend school.
○ The School is committed to supporting the option to take a holiday but we ask you to kindly

consider balancing  this with reasonable expectations of attendance.
○ There is no automatic right to be educated from home whilst quarantining due to the

potential for impact of absence from the School.
○ We request that you voluntarily communicate in advance with the school if you have any

plans to travel to the UK from a red list country within 10 days of a school term date.
○ The School may agree to term time absence in exceptional circumstances, but only in line with

operational needs and when requested in advance.
○ The School is unlikely to be able to accommodate requests for alternate arrangements or time

off in term time where travel is to a red list country as this is against national guidance, even if
it is legal travel.

We are continually trying to improve the quality of education that we offer the students and are now
at a stage in the school year where we need you to tell us how well you think we are doing and how
we can improve the things that are important to you. We currently only have 151 parent responses to
our parent survey; if you have not done so already, please complete this short survey:

Link for parents & carers: Log in
Password: RSPA12591

Finally, I wish our Jewish community “Hanukkah Sameach”; best wishes for a joyous season and a
Happy New Year.

I hope you all have a great weekend.

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england
https://survey.gl-assessment.co.uk/s/R3658M/


Groupcall letters can be found on our website here.

Artist of the Week:  Kitty Collins, Year 7

Thank you to all Year 7 students that entered in this year’s School Christmas card completion. All the
entries were amazing! Runners up were announced during a virtual assembly earlier this week and
the students have earned some well deserved house points!

Congratulations to Kitty for her winning design of the School’s Christmas card this year using a
mixture of handmade needle-felted figures and then photographed.

Admission Arrangements Consultation

We are consulting on proposed changes to the Rickmansworth School
Admissions Arrangements for secondary transfer for entry in 2023-24,
the In Year Policy (2022-23) and Policy for the Admission to the Sixth
Form for entry in 2023-24.

Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) is coordinating the consultation process for any own admission
authority school or academy in Hertfordshire that wishes us to do so. Proposed admission
arrangements for 2023/24 are available on the HCC website. The consultation period is for six weeks
between 01 November and 12 December 2021. Responses should be sent directly to the School.

Attached for information is the list of schools that are proposing to amend their admission
arrangements for 2023/24 and are consulting and the School Admissions Consultation Poster for
your reference.

Please also visit the school website for further information regarding the School’s proposed changes.

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2023
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/List-of-schools-consulting-23-24.pdf?t=1635854394?ts=1635854394
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/School-Admissions-Consulation-23-24-Poster.pdf?t=1635854394?ts=1635854394
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/1548/admission-arrangements-consultation


Success Beyond School: Event for Parents and Carers

For parents of students aged 12-18 interested in a career in Law, Success Beyond School is offering a
free of charge evening for parents at 19:00 on Wednesday 08 December: 'Level up with the law':
Supporting your child with a career in Law. Please register by clicking on this link.

A Message from the Department of Education: Travelling on Public
Transport

From Tuesday 30 November it will be mandatory for anyone over the
age of 11 to wear a face covering when travelling on public transport
and dedicated home to school transport (unless exempt).

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MNe_upKPQ6ORkRN7RDj4ow?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=d23aeafa97-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-d23aeafa97-137445035&mc_cid=d23aeafa97&mc_eid=7c620d5cc0
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MNe_upKPQ6ORkRN7RDj4ow?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=d23aeafa97-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-d23aeafa97-137445035&mc_cid=d23aeafa97&mc_eid=7c620d5cc0

