
  
04   December   2020     

  
Dear   Parents   and   Carers   

  
Head’s   Weekly   Update   

  
Over   the   years,    our   school   has   benefited   enormously   from   the   support   of   The   Rickmansworth   School   
Foundation   and   I   would   like   to   take   this   opportunity   to   express   the   School’s   sincere   gratitude   for   all   
the   support   that   the   Foundation   has   given   us.   The   Foundation   is   supported   by   parents   and   alumni   
who   make   regular   contributions   which   are   used   to   improve   the   School   and   not   to   supplement   the   
General   Annual   Grant.   Every   pound   is   invested   back   into   the   School   for   the   benefit   of   the   students   to   
make   a   real   and   immediate   difference   to   their   education.   The   latest   capital   project   is   the   replacement   
of   all   the   (very   old)   windows   and   doors   in   the   main   School   block   and   you’ll   be   pleased   to   know   that   
the   first   of   the   windows   were   installed   this   week.    They   look   fantastic   and   will   provide   much-needed   
sound   insulation,    thermal   insulation,   safety   and   security.   If   you   feel   you   are   able   to   support   us   in   our   
quest   to   provide   the   very   best   for   your   child   with   the   first-class   facilities   they   deserve,   please   visit   
The   Rickmansworth   School   Foundation     webpage   for   more   details.   

As   part   of   our   wider   Able   &   Ambitious   programme,   we   are   extremely   proud   of   our   students   who   
completed   the   EtonX   course;   the   feedback   has   been   very   positive   as   illustrated   with   student   
testimonials:   

  
"The   course   is   great!   I   found   it   really   interesting   and   the   skills   I   learnt   will   be   very   helpful   for   
future   employment!"   

  
'I   have   found   EtonX   courses   to   be   a   great   help   to   me   as   a   way   of   learning   new   skills   that   I   
not   only   use   in   school   but   also   outside   of   school   and   everyday   life.   From   the   range   of   
different   courses,   EtonX   is   a   great   tool   that   has   accessible   and   easy   to   understand   teaching   
resources   that   have   really   helped   me   and   given   me   confidence   in   simple   but   also   
challenging   things   such   as   essay   writing.   It   goes   through   the   process   step   by   step   which   
really   helped   me   as   it   wasn't   rushed   and   the   addition   of   the   videos   was   a   clear   and   useful   
way   of   teaching.   I   would   definitely   recommend   EtonX   to   any   student.'      

  
If   your   child   is   in   Years   10   -   13   and   is   interested   in   finding   out   more   about   the   EtonX   course   please   
email   Mr   Gunn:    staff.gunn@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .   

  

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/594/rickmansworth-school-foundation
mailto:staff.gunn@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


I   hope   you   have   had   a   chance   to   look   (virtually)   at   our    Sixth   Form   Open   Evening You   are   able   to   view   a   
presentation   from   the   Director   of   Sixth   Form,   Head   Prefects   and   I.   You   can   also   access   individual   
subject   presentations   for   each   of   our   A   Level   subjects   where   you   will   be   advised   about   course   
content   /   entry   requirements   and   our    Sixth   Form   on-line   Prospectus    is   also   available.   

At   Rickmansworth   School   we   are   committed   to   offering   our   students   a   wide   choice   of   subjects   to   
choose   at   Key   Stage   4   and   Miss   Streatfield   has   been   working   hard   to   increase   the   number   of   
community   language   qualifications   we   offer   our   students.    As   part   of   this   programme   a   number   of   
volunteers   are   helping   the   MFL   faculty   to   deliver   community   language   qualifications   and   we   would   
be   very   grateful   for   anyone   who   could   help   us   deliver   this   programme   -   more   specifically   speakers   of;   
Urdu,   Arabic   and   Turkish.    If   you   feel   you   could   help   the   School   with   this   initiative,   please   contact   
Miss   Streatfield   at    staff.streatfield@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .   

I   wish   to   remind   you   about   the    Online   Safety   Parent   Information    event   taking   place   on   Wednesday   
9th   December.   It   is   not   too   late   to   book   your   place   if   you   wish   to   virtually   attend.   Feedback   from   
parents   who   have   attended   previous   events   has   been   overwhelmingly   positive   and   I   urge   all   parents   
and   carers   to   attend   in   order   to   help   keep   their   children   safe   online.     

Yesterday,   the   Secretary   of   State   for   Education   announced   that   students   sitting   examinations   and   
other   assessments   next   year   will   benefit   from   a   package   of   exceptional   measures   to   make   them   as   fair   
as   possible   and   manage   the   disruption   caused   by   coronavirus   (COVID-19).   

Building   on   the   three   week   delay   to   examinations   to   free   up   extra   teaching   time   announced   in   
October,   the     Extra   measures   to   support   students   ahead   of   next   summer’s   examinations    include:   

The   new   measures   complement   the   existing   changes   for   next   summer   which   include:   

● reduced   content   in   many   subjects.   

● a   delay   to   the   start   of   examinations   and   changes   to   the   timetable.   

The   government   will   set   out   further   detail   on   this   process,   including    adaptations   to   examinations,   in   
the   new   year   and   we   will   keep   you   updated.   

As   you   are   aware,   from   Wednesday   2   December,   England   moved   into    local   restriction   tiers     where   
different   tiers   of   restrictions   apply   in   different   parts   of   the   country.   The   Cabinet   Office   has   published   

● more   generous   grading   than   usual,   in   line   with   national   outcomes   from   2020,   so   
students   this   year   are   not   disadvantaged;   

● students   receiving   advance   notice   of   some   topic   areas   covered   in   GCSE,   AS   and   A   
levels   to   focus   revision;   

● examination   aids,   for   example   formula   sheets,   provided   in   some   examinations   
giving   students   more   confidence   and   reducing   the   amount   of   information   they   
need   to   memorise;   

● additional   examinations   to   give   students   a   second   chance   to   sit   a   paper   if   the   main   
exams   or   assessments   are   missed   due   to   illness   or   self-isolation;   

● a   new   expert   group   to   look   at   differential   learning   and   monitor   the   variation   in   the   
impact   of   the   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   outbreak   on   students   across   the   country.   

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/628/sixth-form-virtual-open-evening-prospectus.
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Rickmansworth-School-Sixth-Form-Prospectus-2021-22-.pdf?t=1607030249?ts=1607030249
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know?utm_source=1%20December%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


a   helpful   summary   that   provides   information   about   the     local   restrictions    in   Hertfordshire   and   the   
surrounding   areas.   The     postcode   checker     can   be   used   to   find   out   the   restrictions   in   your   area   or   an   
area   you   plan   to   visit.   

The   DfE   has   updated   its   guidance   for   parents   and   carers   to   reflect   the   end   of   National   Restrictions   on   
2   December   and   how   these   settings   should   operate   under   the   local   restriction   tiers.   It   has   updated   its   
guidance   on   what   parents   and   carers   need   to   know   about   early   years   providers,   schools   and   colleges   
to   clarify   the   position   under   the   local   restriction   tiers   for:   

  
● clinically   extremely   vulnerable   children   
● face   coverings   
● music,   dance   and   drama   performances   
● educational   visits   and   trips   
● extra-curricular   activities   

  
The   DfE   has   also   updated   its    guidance   for   parents   and   carers   of   children   attending   out-of-school   
settings     to   clarify   the   position   under   the   local   restriction   tiers   for:  

  
● children   with   health   care   concerns   
● parent   and   child   groups   
● music,   dance   and   drama   performances   

  
Please   find   attached   a   letter   from   the   Director   of   Public   Health   and   the   Operations   Director   for   
Education   at   Hertfordshire   County   Council.   

  
Please   contact   the   School   if   your   family   may   have   had   contact   with   a   person   with   symptoms   or   who   
has   tested   positive   for   COVID-19.   If   your   child   is   self-isolating   or   is   being   tested   for   COVID-19   please   
contact   the   School   by   emailing     medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    and   
studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    as   soon   as   possible.     

  
When   reporting    your   child’s   absence   to   the   School   please   detail   the   symptom(s)   in   full   and   refer   to   
the   updated     Quick   Reference   Guide    for   reference.   This   guide   was   updated   following   recent   
consultation   with   Public   Health   England   and   Hertfordshire   County   Council.   I   hope   that   by   continuing   
to   work   together   we   can   keep   our   community   safer.   

  
Enquiries   about   matters   other   than   COVID-19   should   be   directed   to   the   usual   email   address:   
admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .     

  
Finally,   I   wish   our   Buddhist   community   “Happy   Bodhi   Day”   on   8   December   and   I   wish   our   Jewish   
community   “ Hanukkah   Sameach”   on   10   December.   Best   wishes   for   a   Joyous   Season   and   a   Happy   
New   Year.   

  
Yours   sincerely   

  
Matt   Fletcher   
Headteacher   
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‘Neglect   Matters’   

  
The   Hertfordshire   ‘Neglect   Matters’   campaign   is   being   launched   in   early   2021   in   partnership   with   the   
NSPCC   and   will   focus   on   intervening   at   the   earliest   opportunity   to   prevent   neglect   and   the   impact   
that   it   has   on   children,   young   people   and   families.   
    

In   order   to   help   shape   the   campaign   and   the   services   it   later   develops   countywide   to   support   families,   
the   campaign   would   be   grateful   for   your   views.   They   are   asking   parents   and   carers   to   complete   a   
survey   to   help   them   understand   what   neglect   means   to   you.   The   survey   is   very   short   (only   eight   
questions   in   total)   and   takes   only   3   minutes   to   complete.   All   answers   are   completely   anonymous,   and   
you   do   not   have   to   have   experienced   neglect   to   take   part.   The   campaign   really   wants   to   hear   from   a   
variety   of   parents   and   carers   –   whether   you   are   biological   parents,   adoptive   parents,   grandparents,   
fosters   carers   and   so   on.   It   would   like   to   hear   from   people   of   all   ages,   communities   and   backgrounds.   
Your   feedback   will   help   to   build   up   a   clearer   picture   and   ultimately   shape   a   campaign   that   will   be   
most   relevant   to   Hertfordshire   and   the   people   living   here.   Protecting   children   is   everyone’s   business,   
so   please   do   help   them   by   completing   the    survey .   

  
  

Next   week:     Week   B   

Whole   School   letters   can   be   found    here    on   our   website.     

GroupCall   letters   sent   out   this   week:     
  

Whole   School   -   Parent   Workshop   -   Online   Safety:   Promoting   a   Healthy   and   safe   Digital   Life   
Year   11   -   Progress:   Horsforth   Quadrant   
Year   7   -   BYOD   Chromebook   Licence   Order   
Year   11   -   Sixth   Form   Open   Evening   and   Admissions   
Year   11   -   Careers   It’s   Your   Choice   
Year   13   -   Geography   Online   Hazards   Conference   
Year   13   -   Trial   (Mock)   Examinations   
Year   9   -   Careers   Which   Way   Now?   
Year   9   -   Autumn   Reports   
Year   13   -   Trial   Examinations   

  

https://bit.ly/HertsNSPCCsurvey
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters

