
05 December 2022

Head’s Weekly Update

It has been a very busy week here at Rickmansworth School.

Last week sixth form politics students engaged in a debate held at St.
Albans Cathedral with schools from all over the county:
"Is it right that some schools, universities and institutions practise 'no
platforming', the action of cancelling or preventing someone holding views
regarded as unacceptable or offensive from contributing to a public
debate? Is this not an attack on free speech?"
This was a great opportunity to hear from members of both the
Houses of Commons, and Lords, as well as for our students to ask
them questions.

Rickmansworth School was honoured to welcome His Majesty's Lord Lieutenant,
Robert Voss on Wednesday. The Lord Lieutenant visited the School as part of The
Queen’s Green Canopy; a nationwide initiative created to mark the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee where approximately one million trees are being planted to honour Her late
Majesty. The School was honoured to receive two wild cherry trees under this
initiative; one being planted near the front of the School whilst the second tree is
planted near the rear of the School site. The Lord Lieutenant met several groups of
students including some Year 7 students, the Eco Committee, Horticultural Society
and the School Council.

https://queensgreencanopy.org/
https://queensgreencanopy.org/


Students’ musical talents were showcased on stage through a varied
and eclectic programme of ensemble and solo acts for an evening of
live musical performances in the School’s Autumn Concert.
Congratulations to everyone involved and thank you to Mr Tompkins,
Mrs Finch and Mr Endersby for coordinating a lovely evening. A huge
thank you to all the parents and relatives that attended this sell-out
event!

I am pleased to confirm that Rickmansworth School will be holding its annual
Year 7 Carol Service at All Saints' Church, Croxley Green for the first time since
2019. You may remember the recorded concert that was published on the
School's website last year, and in similar fashion a range of speakers and
performers have been rehearsing a programme of festive celebration to take
place in the church. The service will take place on Tuesday 13 December at 14:15
and finish at 15:15. We appreciate that some of you will not be able to attend due
to prior commitments, but we hope to see as many of you there as possible. This
is a free event, but space is limited due to the Church's capacity; we are expecting
approximately 300 student performers at the service.

The RHS School Campaign for Gardening has confirmed that the School has been
awarded a Level four RHS School Gardening Award for a composting project it was
working on. Mr Whitmore along with the Premises Team have built a compost and
leaf mulch area for use in the garden. The School has won a £50 garden voucher
which will be spent on the Peace Garden. Particular thanks to Mr Whitmore and
Mrs Bevan for all their hard work with the Eco Committee and School gardens.

Inappropriate use of social media can be a significant safeguarding risk; as
confirmed in previous correspondence from Mr Hambleton, we are
delighted to announce that Rickmansworth School has shown our
commitment to protecting our students online by working with National
Online Safety to provide resources for parents and carers to help keep
children safe online.

The resources include courses, online videos and guides covering a huge range of topics. An example

of the resources available to parents is this Snapchat flyer.

In order to access further resources, please create your account via the registration link. Please select
‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.  We strongly urge all parents to register for this resource so that we
can work together to keep your children safe.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Snapchat-Parent-Guidance-2.pdf?t=1669641994?ts=1669641994
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/rickmansworth-school-specialist-science-and-arts-college


After a rigorous tender process, I am pleased to announce that the School’s PTA were
successful in continuing to sell Rickmansworth School uniform. Congratulations to
the PTA and huge thanks to all parents who give so generously of their time to
support the School.

I would like to remind you of your cooperation in safeguarding a couple of
our students who are receiving ongoing medical treatment.  During the
treatment, exposure to any infectious disease will pose a significant risk to
their health. Please let the School know immediately if your child is
suspected of having measles, chicken pox, shingles or any other infectious
disease or virus. Equally, please let us know via email to Mrs Evans
staff.evans@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk if you think your child may have
been exposed to other children who may already have one of these
conditions.

It is also important that you inform us of any outbreaks of shingles in your household. The health and
wellbeing of our students receiving treatment really does depend on the cooperation of everyone in
our school community.

I hope you have a lovely weekend.

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

Groupcall letters can be found on our website here.

A Message from Rickmansworth Fire Station

As part of a fire safety initiative in Watford and Three Rivers, a newsletter
has been generated providing fire safety information for families of school
aged children.

Please also see information regarding Safe & Well Visits available.

mailto:staff.evans@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/HFRS-Newsletter-WINTER-2022.pdf?t=1669545818?ts=1669545818
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/HFRS-Free-Safe-Well-Visit.pdf?t=1669545939?ts=1669545939


A Message from DSPL9

Please find attached the latest newsletter from DSPL providing families with all
recent and current local SEND information with a focus on parents and carers. It
also contains training training and workshop opportunities.

My School Lottery: Congratulations to Ms G from Rickmansworth School who won over £63 last
week.

Nobody from the School won the £25,000 jackpot last week, however there is
always this week with the same prize amount up for grabs. The School has sold
208 tickets of a 250 goal.  For further information and to purchase tickets please
visit My School Lottery.

Good luck everybody!

Artist of the Week: E Parkins, Year 9, Jim Dine artist copy
Pencil and biro

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19bf7tCTBn4VV-03tV71QskaSZWtWqn6c/view?usp=share_link
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/rickmansworth-school

