
 09 September 2022 

 Dear Parents and Carers 

 Head’s Weekly Update 

 It was with great sadness that we learned yesterday that Buckingham Palace announced the death of 
 Her Majesty The Queen Elizabeth II. Our deepest condolences are with the Royal Family at this time. 

 The Queen was a truly remarkable woman who 
 served her country with dignity, loyalty and grace. 

 The 14-years-old Princess Elizabeth, in her 
 broadcast to the children of the Commonwealth in 
 October 1940 said “  And when peace comes, remember 
 it will be for us, the children of today, to make the world 
 of tomorrow a better and happier place  ”. 

 The country has now entered a period of national mourning that will continue until after the end of 
 the State Funeral.  During this time schools have been instructed to remain open and normal 
 attendance is expected. 

 The School will be holding special assemblies next week to reflect the period of national mourning 
 and commemorate the life of Her Majesty. If your child needs support to manage death or loss please 
 visit  Minded  which is a free educational resource  on children, young people, adults and older people’s 
 mental health. Further support can be found from Mr Gunn or any of the School’s Mental Health First 
 Aiders. Guidance providing the public with advice on the period of national mourning following the 
 death of Her Majesty will be issued by the Cabinet Office and available on  GOV.UK  . 

 In keeping with protocol, the School has removed its flags during the period of national mourning. 
 We have also chosen to limit communications during this period and we will do this by displaying the 
 above image of The Queen on all internal televisions around the School (not the student bulletin) and 
 postponing less urgent messages.  However, we recognise that to keep this large secondary school 
 operating safely, there will inevitably be an amount of communication needed. 

https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/her-majesty-queen-elizabeth-ii


 On Tuesday we welcomed new Year 7 students (and a handful of new Year 12 students) to the School 
 community and these students are settling in well. They will spend the first two weeks familiarising 
 themselves with their new timetables, the School site, making new friends and so on. 

 Last July I explained that, to help some parents and students manage their commitments, the School 
 is trialling earlier opening times and later closing times for students.  Students will now be allowed to 
 enter the School site at 07:45 and will be supervised in the library until the school day commences. As 
 usual, students can access breakfast (including free porridge) from our catering partners,  Culinera  , 
 from 08:00 in the school canteen. Similarly, students can be supervised in the library after normal 
 school hours until 17:00 (Mon-Thur) or 16:30 (Fri). We hope this trial is successful and our intention is 
 to maintain this provision permanently. However, if numbers of students exceed capacity in the 
 library or supervision ratios become inadequate, we may need to reassess how the provision is 
 managed. 

 I'm delighted to advise you that, for the second year running, one of our students has been 
 chosen as a  Transform our World Ambassador  . Transform our World is an online 
 teaching hub and part of the Global Action Plan. Kairavi Sankhesara in Year 9 is 
 one of fifteen young people between the ages of 11-16 years old chosen from 
 secondary schools across the UK. Over the next few months they will work 
 alongside the Transform Our World team to develop events, campaigns and 
 other exciting projects. The Youth Ambassadors will regularly meet online to 
 work together on creating sessions, making social media content, inputting their 
 ideas on the events and discussing their thoughts and feelings on the climate 
 crisis. There is a role for everyone to play when it comes to being a Youth Ambassador. 

 Take care 

 Matt Fletcher 
 Headteacher 

 Groupcall letters can be found on our website  here  . 

https://www.culinera.co.uk/
https://www.transform-our-world.org/youth-ambassadors-2022
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters


 Dropping Off Or Collecting Your Child By Car - Important Information 

 Can parents who drop off and/or collect their child by car kindly park in a suitable 
 location rather than double yellow lines, on curbs blocking pavements or blocking 
 entrances to roads or driveways please. 

 Would you like to be an Examinations Invigilator for Rickmansworth School? 

 We are looking for invigilators to join our team and assist with examinations this year. Examination 
 seasons for both  internal and public examinations are throughout the year  .  This would suit someone 
 looking for casual work to fit around other commitments. No specific examination invigilation 
 experience is necessary and training will be provided. 

 Please see the attached  document  for further information. 

 Job Opportunity - Facilities and Maintenance Officer 

 Rickmansworth Sch  ool has an exciting opportunity for  a  Facilities and Maintenance 
 Officer  to join our friendly Estates Team.  The successful  candidate will be responsible 
 for maintaining the School premises and ensuring that all is in a good working order. 
 Please share the vacancy with friends and family who may be interested. 

 For more information please see details of the job vacancy  here  , the  School website  or 
 contact our HR Manager at  applications@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk  . 

 A Message From Culinera - Allergies 

 Please ask your child to make themselves aware to Tom, Tina or anyone else in the team if 
 they have any allergies. This will ensure your child purchases appropriate items. Please see 
 our  website  for further information. 

 A Message from Gagan Mohindra, MP - ‘Back to School’ Fair 17 September 

 Gagan will be holding a  ‘Back to School’ Fair  on Saturday  17 September from 12:00 - 
 17:00 at Watersmeet, Rickmansworth. This event will allow parents to speak with and 
 learn more from a range of children’s providers covering the breadth of the 
 constituency including extra-curricular clubs, tutors and childcare services. The even 
 is free to attend and you can sign up on the  website  . 

https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Examinations-Invigilator-Advert-September-2022.pdf?t=1662555665?ts=1662555665
https://www.mynewterm.com/jobs/136606/EDV-2022-RS-97654
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/600/vacancies
mailto:applications@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.culinera.co.uk/sec-allergies
https://www.gaganmohindra.org.uk/news/back-school-fair-17th-september
https://www.gaganmohindra.org.uk/news/back-school-fair-17th-september


 Arriva - Bus Strike - Friday 16 September 

 Arriva has confirmed that the strike scheduled for Friday 16 September will go ahead. 
 Arriva will continue to keep customers and stakeholders updated. Updates will be 
 posted on its social media pages, but it would be advisable to plan alternative ways of 
 travelling on the day of action. 

 A Message from Living Streets and Three Rivers District Council 

 Living Streets is working in partnership with Three Rivers Council to explore the key walking 
 zones in the area to inform and input into the local walking and cycling plan. Part of that work is 
 to look at the routes taken by students and their families travelling to/from school and what 
 potential barriers to walking there are in the local area.  The partnership is keen to gain as 
 many responses from local people as possible to feed into the findings. If you wish to take part, 
 please complete the  survey  by Friday  30 September. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.co.uk%2Fr%2FM825QYY&data=05%7C01%7Csian.stanton%40livingstreets.org.uk%7Cd64d7ba3ad2842be492208da8a76edcb%7C93c7d4431a4e4a109709d936024f5f8f%7C0%7C0%7C637974540637735431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VIsmxzvYXosZBaNAMJV5J2WP7Ree6i83JskoCDpihts%3D&reserved=0

