
  
11   December   2020     

  
Dear   Parents   and   Carers   

  
Head’s   Weekly   Update   

  
I   hope   you   are   all   keeping   safe   and   well.  

On   Tuesday   schools   received   clarification   from   the   DfE   about   the   arrangements   for   Track   and   Trace   
during   the   Christmas   holiday   period.   The   DfE   has   asked   that   we   advise   you   of   the   following   
information   and   relevant   arrangements   regarding   positive   coronavirus   cases:   

● Where   a   student   or   staff   member   tests   positive   for   coronavirus,   having   developed   symptoms   
more   than   48   hours   since   being   in   school,   the   school   should   not   be   contacted .   Parents   and   
carers   should   follow   contact   tracing   instructions   provided   by   NHS   Test   and   Trace.   

● For   the   first   six   days   after   teaching   ends   (until   12:00   Thursday   24   December),   if   a   student   or   staff   
member   tests   positive   for   coronavirus,    having   developed   symptoms   within   48   hours   of   being   in   
school ,   the   School   is   asked   to   assist   in   identifying   close   contacts   and   advising   self-isolation,   as   the   
individual   may   have   been   infectious   whilst   in   school.   

● School   staff   will   not   remain   on-call   or   conduct   any   contact   tracing   more   than   six   days   after   the   
final   day   of   teaching   (Friday   18   December).     

● As   per   the   DfE   guidance,   we   have   designated   senior   staff   to   be   responsible   for   contact   tracing   for   
a   limited   period   (11:00   -   12:00)   during   each   day   until   Thursday   24   December   to   receive   
notification   of   positive   cases   and   advise   close   contacts   to   self-isolate   (this   will   be   carried   out   by   
email).     

● Where   students   are   required   to   self-isolate   due   to   contact   with   a   positive   case   after   the   first   six   
days   following   the   end   of   term,   the   School   should   only   be   informed   about   their   absence   on   the   
first   day   of   the   new   term   (Monday   4   January   2021).   

● The   designated   coronavirus   email   account   ( medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk )   will    not   be   
monitored    between   midday   on   Thursday   24   December   and   when   school   returns   on   Monday   4   
January   2021.   

  
  
  

  

mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Until    Friday   18   December   please   continue   to   contact   the   School   if   your   family   may   have   had   contact   
with   a   person   with   symptoms   or   who   has   tested   positive   for   COVID-19.   If   your   child   is   self-isolating   
or   is   being   tested   for   COVID-19   please   contact   the   School   by   emailing   
medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    and    studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    as   soon   
as   possible.     

  
When   reporting    your   child’s   absence   to   the   School   please   detail   the   symptom(s)   in   full   and   refer   to   
the   updated     Quick   Reference   Guide    for   reference.   This   guide   was   updated   following   recent   
consultation   with   Public   Health   England   and   Hertfordshire   County   Council.   I   hope   that   by   continuing   
to   work   together   we   can   keep   our   community   safer.   

  
Enquiries   about   matters   other   than   COVID-19   should   be   directed   to   the   usual   email   address:   
admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .     

  
The   DfE   has   also   updated   its    guidance   on     What   parents   and   carers   need   to   know   about   early   years   
providers,   schools   and   colleges   during   the   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   outbreak     to   include   information   
on   Ofsted   inspections   from   January   2021.   

The   DfE   has   also   provided   information   on   the   arrangements   for   GCSE   and   A   level   exams   in   summer   
2021,   entry   tests   for   selective   schools,   and   assessments   in   primary   and   junior   schools.   

Thank   you   to   those   parents   who   have   contacted   us   to   provide   feedback   about   the   blended   learning   
provision   for   students   who   are   isolating   at   home.   In   line   with   DfE   guidance,   this   provision   is   for   
students   who   are   unable   to   attend   school   for   reasons   related   to   Covid   19   (close   contact,   family   
isolation   or   a   positive   test   result)   to   ensure   that   they   can   access   lessons   alongside   their   peers.   
Guidance   has   also   been   very   clear   that   this   provision   is   not   appropriate   for   students   who   are   absent   
from   school   for   other   reasons.   If   you   have   any   questions   about   our   blended   learning   provision,   please   
contact   Miss   Parry:     staff.parry@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .   

  
As   part   of   our   wider   Able   &   Ambitious   programme,   we   have   had   many   speakers   sharing   information   
to   our   Able   and   Ambitious   students.   Our   latest   speaker   is    Bisma   who   shared   her   experiences   as   a   tax   
consultant   for   Deloitte,   one   of   the   4   largest   international   firms   for   professional   finance   services.   Her   
inspirational   video   provides   students   with   clear   guidance   on   how   to   achieve   success   in   the   finance  
industry.     Thank   you    Bisma!   
    

We   have   another   fantastic   opportunity   for   our   students:   
  
● Meet   the   Researcher:     Sofia   from   Chemistry.    Sofia's   research   involves   cutting   and   pasting   

bonds   in   order   to   accelerate   drug   discovery.      
● If   you're   interested   in   finding   out   how   modern   drug   discovery   works   and   the   role   that   organic   

synthetic   chemists   play   in   helping   new   drugs   get   to   the   market   join   Sofia's   talk   to   find   out   
more   about   catalysis,   Carbon-Hydrogen   bond   activation   and   functionalisation   and   see   how   
this   type   of   research   can   help   speed   up   the   synthesis   of   drug   precursors.   

● Date:    Wednesday   16   December   
● Time:    4.00   -   5.00pm     
● Please    register   here   
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   #Able&Ambitious      

  
  

The   latest   publication   for   the   Institution   of   Civil   Engineers   (ICE),   UN75:   Sustainable   Engineering   in   
Action,   was   launched   last   month   to   mark   the   75th   anniversary   of   the   United   Nations.   The   book   
highlights   the   ICE   and   UN’s   shared   commitment   to   shaping   a   better   future,   and   addresses   the   
challenges   that   lie   ahead,   as   informed   by   the   UN’s   Sustainable   Development   Goals   (SDG).   The   book   
aims   to   raise   awareness   of   the   vital   need   for   sustainable   development   and   infrastructure,   and   
highlight   the   role   that   engineering   has   to   play   in   tackling   the   SDGs.   You   can   download   a   free   digital   
version   of   the   publication     here .   

  
The   latest   publication   for   the   History   of   Parliament   Trust,    The   Commonwealth   at   70:   From   Westminster   
to   the   World    celebrates   the   signing   of   the   London   Declaration   in   1949   which   heralded   the   birth   of   the   
Commonwealth   of   Nations.This   book   explores   the   build-up   to   this   major   moment   in   modern   history   
and   the   Commonwealth’s   development   and   influence   over   the   past   seven   decades.   Researched   and   
written   by   leading   academics   and   co-authored   by   royal   correspondent   Robert   Jobson,   this   heavily   
illustrated   publication   features   archive   prints,   maps   and   portraits   that   detail   the   story   of   one   of   the   
world’s   most   important   and   far-reaching   international   organisations.   You   can   download   a   free   digital   
version   of   the   publication     here .   

  
The   safety   and   welfare   of   your   children   is   our   number   one   priority.    As   such   staff   receive   regular   
safeguarding   updates   such   as   the     #AreYouLlistening     film   released   by   Hertfordshire   Constabulary.    I   
strongly   recommend   parents   watch   this   short   film   which   has   been   released    in   response   to   the   
increase   of   children   and   young   people   being   exploited,   specifically   by   county   lines   drug   trafficking.     

  
Form   8In1   has   started   an   initiative   to   give   something   back   to   the   community   by   organising   a   
collection   for   the   local   food   bank   in   Watford.   Their   challenge   is   to   try   and   fill   the   back   of   Mrs   Paul’s   
seven-seater   car   with   donations!   If   you   would   like   to   make   a   donation   (non   perishable   food   items   &   
hygiene   products)   please   send   these   in   with   your   child   for   them   to   drop   them   off   to   room   ML207   by   
Thursday   17   December.   The   items   will   be   quarantined   for   72   hours   before   being   delivered   to   the   
food   bank.   

Please   note   that   the   autumn   term   finishes   earlier   on   Friday   18   December.    Students   will   follow   their   
normal   timetable   until   the   end   of   break,   when   they   will   return   to   their   form   room   for   a   virtual   end   of   
term   assembly   and   form   time   activity.   Students   will   be   dismissed   between   12:15   and   12:25   to   allow   a   
staggered   end   to   the   day.   Please   refer   to   the    letter    sent   by   Mr   Hambleton   yesterday   with   further   
detail   including   arrangements   for   those   students   who   travel   home   by   coach.   

  
Students   should   return   to   school   when   the   spring   term   commences   on   Monday   4   January   2021.   

  

Yours   sincerely   
  

Matt   Fletcher   
Headteacher   
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Christmas   Meal   

  
This   year,   our   caterers   Pabulum   will   be   offering   a   "takeaway"   Christmas   lunch   from   the   canteen   on   
Wednesday   16   December .    Please   see   the   attached   leaflet   for   details   of   the   menu.    This   will   cost   the  
same   as   a   standard   meal   at   £2.30.    Please   note   that   there   will   be   a   more   limited   menu   on   this   day   to   
accommodate   the   Christmas   lunch.   

  
  

Next   week:     Week   A   

Whole   School   letters   can   be   found    here    on   our   website.     

GroupCall   letters   sent   out   this   week:     
  

Whole   School   -   End   of   Term   Arrangements   
Whole   School   -   Mental   Health   Support   and   Wellbeing   
Whole   School   -   Ricky   Reads   
Year   8   -   Parent   Consultation   
Year   10   -   Autumn   Interim   Reports     
Year   11   -   Photography   Department   Payments   
Year   12   -   Photography   Department   Payments   
Year   13   -   Photography   Department   Payments   

  
  

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters

