
  
14   May   2021     

  
Dear   Parents   and   Carers   

  
Head’s   Weekly   Update   

  
I   hope   you   and   your   families   are   keeping   safe   and   well.      

  

This   week   was   Mental   Health   Awareness   Week;   Mr   Berry   and   Mr   Gunn   organised   various   events   
throughout   the   week.   Since   the   School   reopened   to   all   students,   we   have   continued   reinforcing   
routines   and   structures,   keeping   learning   interesting   and   challenging,   using   the   rewards   and   
behaviour   policy,   regularly   communicating,   and   most   of   all,   focusing   on   the   positive   relationships   that   
can   help   everyone   feel   connected   to   their   school   community.   I   am   impressed   by   how   resilient   and   
adaptable   our   students   have   been   and   as   always,   I   am   grateful   for   all   the   support   from   staff   and   
parents   alike   in   ensuring   the   best   for   all   our   students.   

  
As   part   of   our   strategic   plan   to   ensure   that   Rickmansworth   School   students   have   access   to   the   very   
best   facilities   and   equipment,   you   will   be   aware   that   the   School   intends   to   totally   renovate   our   aged   
Technology   block   and   turn   it   into   a   state-of-the-art   Design   and   Innovation   Centre.    Following   a   
request   from   Hertfordshire   County   Council,   we   have   agreed   to   temporarily   increase   our   number   of   
students   on   roll   by   60   students   over   the   next   two   years   and   use   the   capital   funding   provided   by   
Hertfordshire   County   Council   to   finance   these   renovations.    This   is   a   temporary   arrangement   and   
would   mean   30   additional   students   being   admitted   in   2021   and   a   final   30   students   being   admitted   in   
2022.    I   would   be   grateful   if   you   could   support   the   School   in   providing   the   best   facilities   for   our   
students   by   responding   to   the   consultation   which   can   be   found    here .   

  
On   Monday   10   May,   the   Prime   Minister   confirmed   that   we   will   be   moving   into    Step   3   of   the   Covid   
roadmap    on   Monday   17   May.   Earlier   this   week,   the   DfE   updated   its   schools   operational   guidance   to   
reflect   what   this   will   mean   for   schools.   From   Monday   17   May:   

  
Face   coverings   
Face   coverings   will   no   longer   be   recommended   for   students   in   classrooms   or   communal   areas   in   all   
schools,   and   for   staff   in   classrooms.   Face   coverings   should   continue   to   be   worn   by   staff   and   visitors   in   
situations   outside   of   classrooms   where   social   distancing   is   not   possible   (for   example,   when   moving   
around   in   corridors   and   communal   areas).     
    

  

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/1833/consultation-on-temporary-enlargement


The   reintroduction   of   face   coverings   for   students   or   staff   may   be   advised   for   a   temporary   period   in   
response   to   particular   localised   outbreaks,   including   variants   of   concern.   

  
In   corridors,   bubbles   can   and   do   mix   and   therefore   students   should    still   wear   face   coverings   in   
corridors .   

  
If   staff   are   unable   to   maintain   a   2m   distance/social   distance   anywhere   inside   school   buildings   they   
should   continue   to   wear   face   coverings,   unless   exempt.   

  
The   School   still   allows   any   student   or   member   of   staff   who   wants   to   wear   a   face   covering   to   do   so   
until   the   end   of   the   summer   term.   

  
I   would   like   to   thank   staff,   students   and   parents/carers   for   their   continued   engagement   with   the   rapid   
testing   programme   using   lateral   flow   tests   at   home.   It   is   vital   that   staff   and   students   continue   to   test   
twice   weekly   in   order   to   identify   asymptomatic   cases   of   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   and   prevent   the   
spread   of   the   virus.    Please   see   the   attached    poster .   

  
Lateral   flow   testing   at   home:   

  
Please   see   the   following   message   from   the   DfE   for   all   staff,   students   and   parents/carers:   

● Test    twice   a   week   at   home   from   now   on   (all   those   who   are   able   to)   
● Report    results   online   as   positive,   negative   or   void.   This   information   is   critical   in   helping   the   

government   to   understand   the   prevalence   of   the   virus   across   the   country:   
○ Please   report   your   test   result   to   the   NHS   here   :    gov.uk   
○ And   to   the   School:    Form     and     any   positive   result   only    also   via   email:   

medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk   

  
If   a   student   receives   a    positive   lateral   flow   test   (LFT)   result    from   a   test   taken   at   home,   they   must   
book   a   PCR   test    to   confirm   the   result   even   if   they   have   no   symptoms.   A   positive   LFT   result   triggers   
the    legal   obligation     for   self-isolation    for   them   and   close   contacts   including   household   members.   Your   
child   cannot   attend   school   or   a   work   setting   if   they   have   received   a   positive   LFT   result.   If   the   PCR   test   
returns   a   negative   result,   the   period   of   self-isolation   ends   for   them   and   all   close   contacts   including   
household   members;   all   children   involved   can   then   return   to   school.   

  
Please   continue   to   contact   the   School   if   your   family   may   have   had   contact   with   a   person   with   
symptoms   or   who   has   tested   positive   for   coronavirus   (COVID-19).   If   your   child   is   self-isolating   or   is   
being   tested   for   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   please   contact   the   School   by   emailing   
medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    and    studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    as   soon   
as   possible.   Please   confirm   the   date   of   the   onset   of   any   symptom(s),   the   test   date   (and   result   if   
received)   and   the   date   they   were   last   in   school.   

  
Please   refer   to   the   updated    Quick   Reference   Guide    for   reference.   This   guide   was   updated   following   
recent   consultation   with   Public   Health   England   and   Hertfordshire   County   Council.   I   hope   that   by   
continuing   to   work   together   we   can   keep   our   community   safer.   

  

https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Rapid-COVID-19-testing.pdf?t=1619098667?ts=1619098667
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddrt5T9Pv1xwRSSr_hDgHThwobgombi-aMjnO7nClgzVr9tg/viewform
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Coronavirus-Related-Absence-Quick-Reference-Guide-March-2021-1.pdf?t=1616694219?ts=1616694219


Enquiries   about   matters   other   than   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   until   the   end   of   term   should   be   directed   
to   the   usual   email   address:    admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .     

  
I   hope   you   have   a   lovely   weekend.   

  
Yours   sincerely   

  
Matt   Fletcher   
Headteacher   

  
  
  
  
  

Week   Commencing   17   May:     Week   B   
  

Groupcall   letters   can   be   found    here    on   our   website   
  

  
Artist   of   the   Week   :   Avinesh   Balaganesan   -   Year   7   

  
Congratulations   to   Avinesh   for   being   named   Artist   
of   the   Week!   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Catering   revaluation   machine   
  

As   our   current   caterers   contract   ends   at   the   end   of   this   half   term,   please   note   that   there   will   be   no   
access   to   the   cash   revaluation   machine   after   Tuesday   24   May   when   Pabulum   completes   it’s   final   
banking.   

As   previously   advised,   please   also   note   that   after   half   term   the   revaluation   machine   will   no   longer   be   
in   use.    All   meals   must   be   paid   for   in   advance   through   SIMS   Pay.    Please   contact   
bursar@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk     if   you   need   help   activating   your   SIMS   Pay   account.   

mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters
mailto:bursar@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk

