
16 April 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

Head’s Weekly Update

I hope you are all keeping safe and well and had a great Easter break. It has been lovely to see both
staff and students return back to School this week and there continues to be a fantastic working
atmosphere here. I would like to thank staff, students and parents/carers for their continued
engagement with the rapid testing programme and for conducting lateral flow tests at home.

The weeks and months ahead will no doubt bring further challenges to our community through the
phased reduction of national restrictions and Assessed Grades as an alternative to public
examinations for our Year 11 and 13 students but we are all looking forward to a gradual return to
the ‘normality’ we all crave.

Lateral flow testing at home:

It is strongly recommended that students continue testing at home until further notice. Please see
the following message from the DfE for all staff, students and parents/carers:

● Test twice a week at home from now on (all those who are able to)
● Report results online as positive, negative or void. This information is critical in helping the

government to understand the prevalence of the virus across the country:
○ Please report your test result to the NHS here : gov.uk
○ And to the School: Form and any positive result only also via email:

medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk

If a student receives a positive lateral flow test (LFT) result from a test taken at home, they must
book a PCR test to confirm the result even if they have no symptoms. A positive LFT result triggers
the legal obligation for self-isolation for them and close contacts including household members. Your
child cannot attend school or a work setting if they have received a positive LFT result. If the PCR test
returns a negative result, the period of self-isolation ends for them and all close contacts including
household members; all children involved can then return to school.

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddrt5T9Pv1xwRSSr_hDgHThwobgombi-aMjnO7nClgzVr9tg/viewform
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


As the School returns to full attendance, we understand parents’ frustration if their child is asked to
isolate at home either after testing positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), or because of being in close
contact with someone who has tested positive. However self-isolation is one of the most important
things we can do to help stop the spread of the virus and help protect our friends, family and our
community. Around one in three people with coronavirus (COVID-19) have no symptoms, and so
finding and isolating these hidden cases quickly will help to stop outbreaks before they get a chance
to develop.

Lateral flow testing and PCR testing during Ramadan:

The British Islamic Medical Association’s view is that taking polymerase chain reaction (PCR) or
lateral flow device (LFD) tests during Ramadan does not invalidate the fast. People may feel more
comfortable doing the tests when they are not fasting. In this case, with the move to home-testing,
tests can be carried out at any time.

Face coverings:

As outlined in my letter sent during the Easter holidays, all of the control measures which were in
place before lockdown at Rickmansworth School continue to be in place until further notice. Staff and
students in secondary schools are strongly advised to wear face coverings in all areas, including
classrooms where social distancing cannot be maintained. Those who are currently exempt from
wearing face coverings will remain so, including students or staff who are speaking to or providing
assistance to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expression to communicate. The
School will inform parents if the Government changes their guidance on the use of face coverings.

Please continue to contact the School if your family may have had contact with a person with
symptoms or who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). If your child is self-isolating or is
being tested for coronavirus (COVID-19) please contact the School by emailing
medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk and studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk as soon
as possible. Please confirm the date of the onset of any symptom(s), the test date (and result if
received) and the date they were last in school.

Please refer to the updated Quick Reference Guide for reference. This guide was updated following
recent consultation with Public Health England and Hertfordshire County Council. I hope that by
continuing to work together we can keep our community safer.

Enquiries about matters other than coronavirus (COVID-19) until the end of term should be directed
to the usual email address: admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.

Finally I wish all of our Muslim community Ramadan Mubarak.

Yours sincerely

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Letter-Regarding-Face-Coverings-in-School.pdf?t=1618054221
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Coronavirus-Related-Absence-Quick-Reference-Guide-March-2021-1.pdf?t=1616694219?ts=1616694219
mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Week Commencing 19 April: Week B

Groupcall letters can be found here on our website

Artist of the Week - Niya Sabu - Year 8

Congratulations to Niya for being named Artist of the Week!

New caterers - Culinera

We are delighted to announce that following their recent successful tender, Culinera will take over
the catering provision across school after May half term.  Culinera impressed the panel (which
consisted of staff, governors, parents and students) with their fresh approach to school catering.

Please note the following:
● Rickmansworth School will no longer have a revaluation machine in school from May half

term.  Please ensure you are prepared for this change and have topped up your child's SIMS
Pay account as cash will no longer be accepted in the School restaurant.  If you have not yet
activated your SIMS Pay account or need the details to be sent through again please email
bursar@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk. The Sixth Form Coffee Shop will continue to take card
payments via a card reader.

● While the school remains a nut-free environment, Culinera use a small number of ingredients
which "may contain nuts".  Certain members of the catering team will be designated as allergy
specialists and students are able to speak to the staff directly around any allergy concerns or
questions they may have.  We are asking parents and carers to ensure that the school is
updated in respect of any allergy information.  Please email our Welfare Officer Miss E Hickey
with any updated information: staff.hickey@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters
https://www.culinera.co.uk/
mailto:bursar@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:staff.hickey@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


 A message from Rt. Hon. Gavin Williamson

Please find attached a letter from Rt. Hon. Gavin William sent during the Easter holidays.

Enhanced track and trace piloted locally by Hertfordshire County Council (HCC)

HCC is continuing with it’s pilot scheme whereby an enhanced track and trace service led by HCC will
be updating education settings and close contacts of individuals directly if someone tests positive for
COVID-19 following a PCR test.

Employees and parents and carers should still report positive cases to the School as normal, however
this pilot scheme aims to provide a safety net to ensure that all cases are reported as early as
possible, to reduce or prevent risk of transmission.

HCC will now be automatically informed of positive results following a PCR but that they should still
report it to your setting as normal.

Test and Trace £500 payment extended to parents

The DfE has announced that parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by
their education setting or by NHS Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support
Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if they meet the eligibility criteria (which includes receipt
of certain low-income benefits).

The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which is administered by district and
borough councils in Hertfordshire, and ends on 30 June, ensures that parents receive some financial
support if they are unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities and are unable to work
from home. Please visit the gov.uk website for further information.

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/26/a-letter-to-young-people-from-gavin-williamson-mp-secretary-of-state-for-education/
http://www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment

