
17   July   2020  

Dear   Parents   and   Carers  
 
Head’s   Weekly   Update  
 
  As   we   approach   the   end   of   this   very   unusual   academic   year,   I   would   like   to   thank   you   for   all   you   have  
done   to   support   your   children   with   their   learning   at   home.   Many   of   you   have   been   achieving   this  
whilst   looking   after   your   own   families   and   I   do   not   underestimate   how   difficult   it   has   been   to   juggle  
homeschooling   alongside   work   and   family   life.   I   am   also   really   pleased   that   so   many   children   have  
returned   to   school   for   face-to-face   sessions   over   the   last   few   weeks   and   I   hope   they   have   found   this  
helpful.  
  
Since   the   start   of   lockdown   in   March,   I   have   been   delighted   to   have   received   many   messages   of  
thanks   to   the   staff   at   Rickmansworth   School.   I   am   tremendously   proud   of   all   of   the   staff   for  
continuing   to   provide   online   learning,   working   with   our   students   in   challenging   times   and   keeping   the  
school   open   for   those   who   have   needed   it   most.    Many   expressions   of   gratitude   were   also     received  
from   parents   of   Year   11   and   13   students   who   have   been   unable   to   have   their   traditional   end   of   year  
gatherings   and   say   farewell   to   their   teachers.  
 
Thank   you   to   the   students   who   helped   maintain   the   Eco   Garden   during   lockdown   as   part   of   our  
Critical   Worker   provision.   It   looks   great   and   we   hear   that   the   produce   tastes   amazing,   particularly  
the   garlic!  
 

                     

 



As   per   the   DfE   guidance,   the   School’s   provision   for   vulnerable   children   and   those   of   critical   workers  
in   all   year   groups   will   end   at   12:15pm   on   today,   Friday   17   July.  
 
A   reminder   that   students   will   finish   the   term   on   Friday   17   July   as   follows:  
 

● 12:00   -   Year   12   leave  
● 12:15   -   Vulnerable   children   and   Critical   Workers'   children   leave  
● 12:30   -   Year   10   leave  

 
Today   we   say   goodbye   to   some   staff   members   who   are   leaving.   I   would   like   to   thank   them   for   their  
contribution   to   the   School   and   I   wish   them   all   the   very   best   for   the   future:    Miss   Balcomb   -   Art,   Mr  
Garnett   -   Drama,   Mrs   Gupta   -   Art,   Mr   Hayyan   -   Science,   Ms   Jegede   -   Religious   Studies,   Mr   Measure   -  
Mathematics,   Mr   O’Reilly   -   Music,   Mrs   Okusanya   -   Mathematics,   Miss   Roya   Pacha   -   Science,   Ms  
Quelch   -   Geography,   Mr   Parford   -   English,   Ms   Rogers   -   English,   Miss   Vatavu   -   Science   and   Mr  
Underdown   -   PE.  
 
On   2   July,   the   government   published   guidance   for   schools,   setting   out   their   expectations   for   all  
children   to   return   to   school   in   September.   In   preparation   for   this,   we   are   finalising   our   risk  
assessment   to   reflect   the   mandatory   system   of   controls   set   out   within   the   guidance.   I   will   write   to   all  
parents   in   the   very   near   future   to   communicate   more   detail   around   our   plans   for   a   September   return  
to   school.   It   is   important   to   stress   that   although   we   will   do   all   we   can   to   make   the   school   a   COVID  
secure   environment,   we   cannot   guarantee   that   the   risk   of   transmission   of   the   virus   can   be   totally  
eliminated   from   the   school   environment.   A   copy   of   our   full   risk   assessment   will   also   be   available   on  
the   School   website. The   following    link    provides   the   DfE   guidance   which   illustrates   what   parents   and  
carers   need   to   know   in   the   autumn   term.   
 
From   September,   all   children   should   attend   school   unless   they   are   unable   to   in   line   with   public   health  
advice   because   they   are   self-isolating   and   have   had   symptoms   or   a   positive   test   result   themselves;   or  
because   they   are   in   close   contact   with   someone   who   has   COVID-19.   Attendance   will   be   mandatory  
for   all   children   from   the   beginning   of   the   autumn   term   which   means   the   usual   rules   on   attendance  
will   apply.  
 
No   child   or   adult   should   come   into   the   school   if   they   have   COVID-19   symptoms   or   have   tested  
positive   in   the   last   7   days.   If   a   child   displays   any   symptoms   of   COVID-19   whilst   at   school,   they   will   be  
isolated   and   sent   home.   Parents   will   be   advised   to   follow   ‘ Stay   at   home:   guidance   for   households   with  
possible   or   confirmed   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   infection ’,   which   sets   out   that   they   must   self-isolate  
for   at   least   7   days   and   should   arrange   to   have   a   test   to   see   if   they   have   coronavirus   (COVID-19).  
Other   members   of   their   household   (including   any   siblings)   should   self-isolate   for   14   days   from   when  
the   symptomatic   person   first   had   symptoms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


The   following   staggered   start   and   finish   times   will   be   in   operation   for   the    first   day   of   term   only   on  
Wednesday   2   September:  
 

  Year   7   Year   8   Year   9   Year   10   Year   11   Year   12   Year   13  

Start   8.40am   1.50pm   1.50pm   2.00pm   2.00pm   -   2.15pm  

End   12.30pm   2.50pm   2.50pm   3.00pm   3.00pm   -   3.15pm  

 
Please   be   mindful   that   updated   guidance   from   the   government   may   change   our   proposed   plans   for  
September.   Our   plans   will   be   under   continuous   review   and   we   will   inform   you   of   any   changes   as   soon  
as   we   are   able   to.   
 
We   are   here   to   support   you   as   best   we   can   so   please   do   get   in   touch   if   you   need   any   help.   
 
Finally,   I   would   like   to   say   a   huge   thank   you   for   the   support   and   warm   welcome   I   have   received   in   my  
first   year   at   Rickmansworth   School.   It   is   a   lovely   school   with   all   the   essential   ingredients   needed   to  
become   a   World   Class   school   and   I   look   forward   to   your   continued   support   over   the   coming   months  
and   years.  
  
On   behalf   of   the   School   team,   we   hope   you   all   have   a   safe   and   restful   summer   break.   We   are   all  
looking   forward   to   welcoming   our   students   back   to   school   in   September.  
 
Yours   sincerely  
 
Matt   Fletcher  
Headteacher  
 

 
 
How   to   contact   the   School   during   closure  
 
The   dedicated   email   address   we   have   solely   for   notifying   the   School   of   coronavirus   test   results   or  
coronavirus   issues   is    medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .   
 
Any   other   queries   should   be   directed   through   the   usual   channels   of   email   communication   or   via  
email:     admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .   Please   note   that   the   office   remains   closed   to   all   parents  
and   visitors   but   is   currently   open   for   telephone   queries   only   between   10am   and   2pm   should   you  
need   further   clarity   around   any   aspect   of   our   provision.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Short   surveys   for   young   people   and   parents  
 
The    Public   Health   team   are   currently   using   social   media   to   share   important   mental   health  
information   with   young   people   and   parents   -   information   about   how   people   can   maintain   and   look  
after   their   mental   health   and   wellbeing,   as   well   as   information   about   how   to   access   support   when   it  
is   needed.  
 
It's   really   important   that   they   evaluate   whether   social   media   is   a   good   way   to   get   this   information  
across,   so   they   would   be   so   very   grateful   if   you   could   complete   the   below   short   surveys   to   help   them  
evaluate   the   impact.  
 

● Young   Person   survey:   Please   click    here   
● Parents   Survey:   Please   click    here   

 

Coronavirus   update:   Stay   alert  
 
We   can   all   help   control   the   virus   if   we   all   stay   alert.    This   means   you   must:  

● Stay   at   home   as   much   as   possible  
● Work   from   home   if   you   can  
● Limit   contact   with   other   people  
● Keep   your   distance   if   you   go   out   (2   metres   apart   where   possible)  
● Wash   your   hands   regularly  
● Do   not   leave   home   if   you   or   anyone   in   your   household   has   symptoms  

Please   click    here    for   further   guidance.   
 

Safer   travel   guidance   for   passengers  

Since   Monday   15   June   you   must   wear   a   face   covering   when   travelling   in   England   on   public   transport  
including   a   bus,   coach,   tram   or   train.   Where   travel   with   children   is   necessary,   such   as   to   an   education  
setting,   consider   whether   children   could   walk   or   cycle,   accompanied   by   a   responsible   adult   or   carer,  
where   appropriate.   The   requirement   for   passengers   to   wear   face   coverings   does   not   apply   to  
children   under   the   age   of   11.   Face   coverings   should   not   be   used   by   children   under   the   age   of   3,   for  
safety.  

The   Department   for   Transport’s   guidance   can   be   found    here .  

Public   Health   England   guidance   for   households   with   possible   coronavirus   (COVID-19)  
infection  

Public   Health   England   has   updated   its   guidance   for   households   with   grandparents,   parents   and  
children   living   together   where   someone   is   at   risk   or   has   symptoms   of   coronavirus   (COVID-19)  

infection.    The   guidance   can   be   found    here .   

 

 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/JustTalkSocMediaYP/
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/JustTalkSocMediaP/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


Coronavirus   (COVID-19)   testing  

Anyone   experiencing   a   new,   continuous   cough;   high   temperature;   or   a   loss   of,   or   change,   in   their  
normal   sense   of   smell   or   taste   (anosmia)   can   get   further   advice   from   the   NHS     here .    Testing   is  
available   to   anyone   in   England   and   Wales   who   has   symptoms   of   coronavirus   (COVID-19),   whatever  
their   age.   Tests   are   free   and   can   be   requested   through   the    NHS   website .   Priority   testing   is   available  
for   essential   workers   and   anyone   they   live   with   who   display   symptoms   of   coronavirus   (COVID-19),  
this   includes   all   education   and   childcare   staff.   Priority   testing   can   be   arranged   through   the  
self-referral   portal   on   GOV. UK.    Apply   for   a   coronavirus   test   if   you’re   an   essential   worker .  
 
The   NHS   Test   and   Trace   service   continues   to   form   a   central   part   of   the   government’s   COVID-19  
recovery   strategy.   Anyone   who   tests   positive   for   coronavirus   will   be   contacted   by   NHS   Test   and   Trace  
and   will   need   to   share   information   about   their   recent   interactions.   People   identified   as   having   been   in  
close   contact   with   someone   who   has   a   positive   test   must   stay   at   home   for   14   days,   even   if   they   do   not  
have   symptoms,   to   stop   unknowingly   spreading   the   virus.   Further   information   on   the   NHS   Test   and  
Trace   service   can   be   found    here .   Guidance   for   workers   can   be   found    here .  

Public   Health   England’s   guidance   for   households   with   grandparents,   parents   and   children   living  
together   where   someone   is   at   risk   or   has   symptoms   of    COVID-19    infection.    The   guidance   can   be  

found     here .   
 
Department   for   Education   coronavirus   helpline  

The   Department   for   Education   coronavirus   helpline   is   available   to   answer   questions   about  
COVID-19   relating   to   education   and   children’s   social   care.   Staff,   parents   and   young   people   can  
contact   this   helpline   as   follows:  

● Phone:   0800   046   8687  
● Opening   hours:   

○ 8am   to   6pm   –   Monday   to   Friday   
○ 10am   to   4pm   –   Saturday   and   Sunday   (until   27   July)  

 
Handwashing   advice  
 

It   is   essential   that   everyone   washes   their   hands   more   often,   using   soap   and   water   for   at   least   20  
seconds.   Hand   washing   with   soap   employs   mechanical   action   that   loosens   bacteria   and   viruses   from  
the   skin,   rinsing   them   into   the   drain.   Drying   hands   afterwards   makes   the   skin   less   hospitable   to   the  
virus.   Hand   sanitiser   can   be   effective   if   soap   is   not   available   or   the   situation   makes   using   soap   less  
feasible   (i.e.   when   outside)   but   using   hand   sanitiser   provides   none   of   the   virus-destroying   friction  
that   rubbing   your   hands   together   and   rinsing   with   water   provides.   
 
The   latest   guidance   and   video   on   hand   washing   can   be   found    here .   

 
The   e-Bug   project   is   led   by   Public   Health   England   and   has   a   dedicated    webpage    for   learning  
resources   on   hand   washing   and   respiratory   hygiene.   

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/?utm_source=8%20July%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test?utm_source=8%20July%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-nhs-test-and-trace-service
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://e-bug.eu/


Week   Commencing   31   August:    A  

Follow   us :    Facebook  
                          Twitter  

Whole   School   letters   can   be   found    here    on   our   website.   

GroupCall   letters   sent   out   this   week:   

 
Whole   School   -   Changes   to   the   School   Day   and   Curriculum  
Whole   School   -   Community   Languages   
Year   13   -   History   Trip   to   USA   Cancelled  
Year   11   -   Ofqual   Infographic   -   process   for   awaiting   GCSEs,   AS   and   A   Levels   Summer   2020  
Year   11   -Centre   Assessed   Grades   Process   Flowchart  
Year   11   -   Guidelines   for   queries   regarding   Examination   Results   Summer   2020  
Year   11   -GCSE   Results   Collection   Route   Map   2020  
Year   11   -   GCSE   results   day   arrangements   
Year   10   -   GCSE   Film   Summer   Coursework  
Year   9   -   Battlefields   Trip   Cancelled  
Year   8   -   Outstanding   HPV2   Immunisation   Reminder  
Year   8   -   Summer   Reports  
Year   8   -   Summer   Reports   Guidance  
Year   7   -   Rock   UK   Refund   Update  
Year   7   -   BYOD   Further   FAQs  
Year   7   -   Summer   Reports   
Year   7   -   Summer   Report   Guidance   
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/rickmansworthschool/
https://twitter.com/rickyschool
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters

