
18 June 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

Head’s Weekly Update

I hope you are all keeping well and enjoyed the warm weather while it lasted; our Eco and Peace
Gardens will certainly appreciate the rain today!

Earlier this week the School held our second Enrichment Day of the year. The students enjoyed it
immensely and staff have commented on how nice it was to teach the students something different or
unusual yet important to their well-being and understanding of the wider world.

Thank a Teacher day: 23 June: Every year on National Thank a Teacher Day we celebrate schools,
colleges, teachers and support staff across the country. Do you know someone who has been amazing
this year, or someone who needs a boost at the end of a long week? Please let them know they're
appreciated by sending them a free thank you card via the Thank a Teacher website. It is available to
all staff; school leaders, teachers, teaching assistants, and all support staff. If you’re feeling shy you
can send a card anonymously!

I would like to remind you that the use of e-scooters is currently illegal on UK roads, pavements and
cycle lanes and as such, they should not be used by students to travel into school.  For further
information please see the attached information: E-scooter leaflet and Road Safety Factsheet
e-scooters.

Earlier this week the government announced a four-week pause at Step 3 of the COVID-19 roadmap.
Step 3 restrictions remain in place, including those set out in the COVID-19 operational guidance for
our setting. It is expected that England will move to Step 4 on 19 July, although the data will be
reviewed after two weeks in case the risks have reduced. The government will continue to monitor
the data and the move to Step 4 will be confirmed one week in advance.

It is our priority that Rickmansworth School continues to deliver face-to-face, high quality provision
to all students. At a time when further easing of restrictions has been paused, the current system of
controls continues to be implemented at the school including student bubbles remaining in place.
Sadly, this will mean that our planned Year 6 Transition Day on 8 July will not go ahead as planned and
Mr Hambleton will write to prospective parents shortly.

https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Road-Safety-Factsheet-e-scooters.pdf?t=1623758808?ts=1623758808
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Road-Safety-Factsheet-e-scooters-1.pdf?t=1623758808?ts=1623758808
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Road-Safety-Factsheet-e-scooters-1.pdf?t=1623758808?ts=1623758808


I would like to thank staff, students and parents/carers for their continued engagement with the rapid
testing programme using lateral flow tests at home. It is vital that staff and students continue to test
twice weekly in order to identify asymptomatic cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) and prevent the
spread of the virus.  Please see the attached poster. All staff and students are asked to:

● Test twice a week at home from now on (all those who are able to)
● Report results online as positive, negative or void. This information is critical in helping the

government to understand the prevalence of the virus across the country:
○ Please report your test result to the NHS here : gov.uk
○ And to the School: Form and any positive result only also via email:

medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk

If a student receives a positive lateral flow test (LFT) result from a test taken at home, they must
book a PCR test to confirm the result even if they have no symptoms. A positive LFT result triggers
the legal obligation for self-isolation for them and close contacts including household members. Your
child cannot attend school or a work setting if they have received a positive LFT result. If the PCR test
returns a negative result, the period of self-isolation ends for them and all close contacts including
household members; all children involved can then return to school.

Please continue to contact the School if your family may have had contact with a person with
symptoms or who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). If your child is self-isolating or is
being tested for coronavirus (COVID-19) please contact the School by emailing
medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk and studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk as soon
as possible. Please confirm the date of the onset of any symptom(s), the test date (and result if
received) and the date they were last in school.

Three Rivers District Council and Watford Borough Council are advising that if anyone has been in
regular contact with someone with Covid-19 symptoms, but are not showing symptoms themselves,
they are also being encouraged to access a PCR test via the national system by visiting gov.uk.
This will help the council identify people who may be infected but not showing symptoms. When
completing the form, you will need to tick the box that says the local authority has asked you to take a
PCR test to enable you to one even if you don’t have symptoms.

Please refer to the updated Quick Reference Guide for reference. This guide was updated following
recent consultation with Public Health England and Hertfordshire County Council. I hope that by
continuing to work together we can keep our community safer.

Earlier this month, the government updated the guidance on travelling internationally and returning
to the UK. They set out differentiated rules for entry to the UK from countries on the red, amber or
green lists:

● Entering the UK
● Red, amber and green list rules for entering England

When you arrive in England, you need to follow the rules for the highest risk country or territory that
you have been in or passed through in the previous 10 days, including transit stops.

● The government guidance is subject to change with very short notice at a national level and
that the school has no control over these national changes.

https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Rapid-COVID-19-testing.pdf?t=1619098667?ts=1619098667
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddrt5T9Pv1xwRSSr_hDgHThwobgombi-aMjnO7nClgzVr9tg/viewform
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Coronavirus-Related-Absence-Quick-Reference-Guide-March-2021-1.pdf?t=1616694219?ts=1616694219
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england


● The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) currently
● advises against all but essential travel to the amber-listed countries.
● It is the parent/carers’ responsibility to be aware of any changes that may impact your child’s

ability to attend school.
● The School is committed to supporting the option to take a holiday but we ask you to kindly

consider balancing  this with reasonable expectations of attendance
● There is no automatic right to be educated from home whilst quarantining due to the

potential for impact of absence from the School.
● We request that you voluntarily communicate in advance with the school if you have any

plans to travel to the UK from an amber or red list countries within 10 days of a school term
date.

● The School may agree to term time absence in exceptional circumstances, but only in line with
operational needs and when requested in advance.

● The School is unlikely to be able to accommodate requests for alternate arrangements or time
off in term time where travel is to red or amber list countries as this is against national
guidance, even if it is legal travel.

Enquiries about matters other than coronavirus (COVID-19) until the end of term should be directed
to the usual email address: admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.

I hope you all have a great weekend.

Yours sincerely

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

Week Commencing 14 June: Week B

Groupcall letters can be found here on our website

Artist of the Week : Louis Ueki Year 7 - 'Pen
drawing - Van Gogh Response Artwork'

Congratulations to Louis for being named Artist
of the Week!

mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters


Current Vacancies at Rickmansworth School

The School currently has three exciting support staff opportunities.  Please
share these with anyone you know locally who may be interested.  All
information is on our website:

● School Welfare Assistant - required from September, 37 hours per week, term-time plus 3
days.  For further information please see here.

● Afternoon Caretaker - required as soon as possible, 27.5 hours per week, 52 week contract.
For further information please see the advert here.

● Clerk to the Governors - required from September, 7 hours per week, term-time  For further
information please see the advert here.

If you require any further information about these vacancies please contact Mrs Emma Gritten at
applications@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.

Where there is HOP, there is HOPE!

The recent report from the HM Lord-Lieutenant of Hertfordshire highlights
that now more than ever young people need to know where to access
information to help make decisions about their future career paths, training and skills development
options. It also presents an opportunity to signpost young people to Hertfordshire Opportunities
Portal (HOP). HOP is the premier gateway in Hertfordshire connecting young people to future
employment, apprenticeship and training opportunities. HOP is offering a £3,000 prize to the school
or youth group that registers the most young people, their parents and carers on the portal by 9
July. For more information on the competition, please click here and view the attached flyer.

Thank you in advance for your support.

A message from the Public Health team at Hertfordshire County Council:

Firstly, we want to thank you for all you are doing to play your part and help
protect your school community – you’re all doing an amazing job. As we head
towards the end of the academic year, let’s work together to reduce the number
of cases in our nurseries, schools and colleges and make sure less children will need to learn remotely.

We’re now at a crucial time in our fight against coronavirus. In line with yesterday’s Government
announcement we’re asking everyone to not drop your guard just yet – Covid-19 is still here.

There are simple things you can do right now to continue to protect yourself, your family and your
school community:

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/1020/how-to-apply-and-job-vacancies-9
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,school-welfare-officer_65071.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,afternoon-caretaker_64931.htm
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,clerk-to-the-governors_64438.htm
mailto:applications@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
http://www.hopinto.co.uk/
http://www.hopinto.co.uk/
https://www.hopinto.co.uk/win-3-000-for-your-school-or-youth-group/
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/HOP-Competition-Poster.pdf?t=1621541812?ts=1621541812


Remember hands, face, space, fresh air – each school may have different rules around face coverings,
but everyone aged over 11 should be wearing a face covering when in indoor venues. If you can still
meet outside, do.

Testing – students in year 7 and above are being provided with a free, regular supply of rapid tests
and they should continue to take these twice a week. Parents and carers of children in nursery, school
or college should also take regular rapid tests along with the rest of the community, by doing this we
can all help to reduce the spread of the virus. You can find your nearest collection site or order online
at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtest.

Vaccination – please get your vaccine once you are invited.

Please do not send children back into education if they are sick or feel unwell – be cautious.

If you or your child/ren receive a positive result from a rapid test you must begin self-isolating
immediately, not attend school and book a confirmatory PCR test.

If you or your child/ren have symptoms (new, continuous cough, change or loss of taste or smell or a
temperature) you must self-isolate immediately and book a PCR test at:
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.

If you need help to self-isolate contact HertsHelp for advice and practical help with things like getting
food and medicine and accessing financial support. Call 0300 123 4044, email info@hertshelp.net or
visit www.hertshelp.net.

We know none of this is easy, but if we throw our arms around schools to protect them now, we can
all look forward to the summer holidays we’re hoping for. Thank you again for helping to keep
yourselves and your community safe.

Hertfordshire County Council

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtest
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
http://www.hertshelp.net/

