
20 January 2023

Head’s Weekly Update

There are a number of important messages in this update
and I would be very grateful if you could read the update in
its entirety.

A huge thank you to Ms Curtis, Ms Hutchings, Ms Steeves,
Mrs Tidy, Mr Pope, Mr Endersby and all the cast & crew for
all their hard work with our amazing school production,
Mary Poppins Jr.  Thank you also to the PTA for providing
ice cream and refreshments at the production. The
performances were first-class and would not have looked
out of place on a West End stage.  We look forward to
finding out what next year’s production is!

Unfortunately, the standard of driving on the School site (including the visitors car park) has fallen
below the standard required to effectively safeguard your children.  We have taken the decision to
close the outer gates at 15:00 and these will not be opened again until 15:30. Parents collecting
students by car at 15:15 will no longer be able to park (or turn) in the visitors car park. This means
that students leaving the School at 15:15 will be safer.

Rickmansworth School is committed to providing a well-rounded education that develops
individuality and provides the opportunity for students to experience a wide range of extra-curricular
activities and trips. The School also believes that these activities must be undertaken in a safe
environment. We have reviewed our provision and the latest that extra-curricular activities will now
finish is 16:25 with the students being off-site before 16:30 (16:00 on Fridays); please see the revised
timetable on the School website for further details regarding particular activities. If you are collecting
students from extra-curricular activities, typically between 16:15-16:30, you will be able to collect
them from the visitor car park as the front gates will be open from around 15:30.  The School site will
allow external lettings from 16:30 (16:00 on Fridays) and the main vehicle gate will be open to allow
public vehicular access to the site from 16:30 (16:00 on Fridays).

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/1056/extra-curricular-timetable


With regards to after school library provision, we request that parents carefully drive around the site
and personally collect their child from the back door to the library in the following time slots:

Monday - Thursday 16:30 -16:55

Friday 16:00 - 16:25

We proudly accepted an award from FFT this
week which recognised the School as having
attendance in the top 10% of schools
nationally. We would like to thank you for
your support in ensuring that your child
attends school regularly.

The National Education Union (NEU) has announced that its ballot of teacher members in England
has met the thresholds required to commence industrial action.  The NEU’s members will be called
upon to take part in strike action on:

● Wednesday 1 February 2023
● Wednesday 01 March 2023
● Wednesday 15 March 2023
● Thursday 16 March 2023

Assuming the above strike action goes ahead, we will do our best to safely accommodate as many
students as possible. There is likely to be some disruption and I have written a more detailed letter to
you about the School’s plans on the strike days and would be grateful for your swift response if you
are a ‘Critical Worker’.

I would like to thank you for your cooperation in safeguarding a couple of our students who are
receiving ongoing medical treatment.  During the treatment, exposure to any infectious disease will
pose a significant risk to their health. Please let the School know immediately if your child is
suspected of having measles, chicken pox, shingles or any other infectious disease or virus. Equally,
please let us know via email to Mrs Evans staff.evans@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk if you think your
child may have been exposed to other children who may already have one of these conditions. It is
also important that you inform us of any outbreaks of shingles in your household.

Finally, I wish all of our Sikh and Hindu community a very Happy Lohri.

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

mailto:staff.evans@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Groupcall letters can be found on our website here.

A Message from Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue Service

Please see the following advice from our Community Fire Safety
Department in relation to staying safe in winter – highlighting the dangers
of frozen water.

Over the last few months Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue have attended water and ice incidents where
people have been at risk of falling through frozen lakes and rivers due to rescuing a pet or not seeing
the dangers of such activities.

Children and pets are particularly at risk when tempted to play on the ice formed on open water, and
adults can find themselves at risk in attempting to save them.

Taking a nice walk in cold weather with your family, friends or dogs in tow can be really refreshing,
just make sure you know some simple tips on how to stay safe in winter.

Areas with frozen lakes, ponds, canals and reservoirs can be beautiful places to visit during the winter
months but all too often many people risk their lives by venturing onto frozen water.

Here are some useful tips to help you know what to do in an emergency.

● Teach children not to go on the ice
● Teach children not to go onto the ice under any circumstances.
● Don’t go on the ice to rescue a dog
● Don’t go onto ice or into the water to rescue a dog, move to somewhere that the dog will be

able to climb out and call them towards you.
● Keep dogs on their leads
● Keep dogs on their leads when near ice and don’t throw sticks or toys onto the ice.
● Only use well-lit areas
● Time your walks to make the most of the daylight; if you need to walk in the evening only use

well-lit areas or take a route not alongside water.
● Keep back from the edge
● When walking alongside water keep back from the edge.

Please visit the RLSS website to see useful tools on how to get your children talking about winter
water safety. Please also see the attached poster.

A Message from DSPL 9

Please find attached the latest newsletter from DSPL providing

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters
https://www.rlss.org.uk/winter-water-safety#:~:text=Our%20Tips&text=Teach%20children%20not%20to%20go%20onto%20the%20ice%20under%20any%20circumstances.&text=Don't%20go%20onto%20ice,and%20call%20them%20towards%20you.&text=Keep%20dogs%20on%20their%20leads%20when%20near%20ice%20and%20don,or%20toys%20onto%20the%20ice.
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/RLSS-UK-Winter-Safety-Leaflet-Supported-by-HFRS.pdf?t=1673958436?ts=1673958436
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HB2V9DGQ5eHt4zDFcJt7hPh3kajO3EPB/view


families with all recent and current local SEND information with a focus on parents and carers.
Support for Parents/Carers Caring for a Loved One with an Eating Disorder

First Steps ED are offering a four week ‘Skills for Carers’ workshops, they are full of
practical tips, scenarios and case studies.

This series is designed to help carers develop self-reflective, care-giving skills to role model
confidence, compassion and courage. The aim is to offer attendees the knowledge and ability to be
an important part of supporting a loved one.

Sessions are delivered online (via Zoom) over four weeks and following the first session, the team will
close the group to ensure that the parents and carers in attendance can develop a positive peer
group through the entire four-week programme.

These courses are Free of Charge. To self-refer click here or contact info@firststepsed.co.uk for more
information

My School Lottery: Congratulations to Mr M who won £59 last week.

Nobody from the School won the £25,000 jackpot last week, however there is
always this week with the same prize amount up for grabs. The School has sold
211 tickets of a 250 goal.  For further information and to purchase tickets please
visit My School Lottery.   Good luck everybody!

Artist of the Week: E Lakatos, Year 8, Fauvism artist copy - André Derain,  'Portrait of Matisse'
Acrylic on paper

https://firststepsed.co.uk/
https://form.jotform.com/220964041104343
mailto:info@firststepsed.co.uk
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/rickmansworth-school

