
  
22   January   2021    

  
Dear   Parents   and   Carers   

  
Head’s   Weekly   Update   

  
I   hope   you   are   all   keeping   safe   and   well.   I   would   like   to   thank   all   the   students   who   have   taken   the   time   
to   thank   a   teacher   via   the    Thank   A   Teacher    website.   We   have   received   over   100   messages   of   
gratitude   since   last   week   and   these   give   the   teaching   staff   a   real   boost.   Thank   you   again   to   all   those   
parents   and   carers   that   continue   to   send   me   messages   of   support   and   encouragement   via   email;   they   
continue   to   be   shared   with   all   the   staff   in   their   weekly   bulletin.     

I   am   really   pleased   to   tell   you   
that   the   work   on   the   windows   
is   progressing   well   and   we   are   
nearing   the   end   of   the   project.   

We   look   forward   to   our   
students   having   classrooms   
with   much   improved   windows   
when   the   School   fully   reopens!   

  
I   would   like   to   thank   all   parents   
and   alumni   that   support   the   
School   through   The   
Rickmansworth   School   
Foundation   who   kindly   
donated   £47,000   towards   the   
windows   project.     

  
The   Rickmansworth   School   Foundation   would   also   like   to   say   a   huge    thank   you    to   all   donors   who   
continue   to   support   the   School   with   their   generous   donations.   

  
During   this   period   of   national   lockdown,   the   School   remains   open   to     vulnerable   children   and   young   
people    and   the   children   of     critical   workers     only.   The   School   will   continue   to   assess   demand   for   such   
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=5%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=5%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=5%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#critical-workers


provision   via   a   weekly   return   from   parents   and   would   ask   for   your   support   in   submitting   your   
requests   by   the   deadlines   stated.   Earlier   this   week   Gavin   Willliamson   advised   all   school   leaders   that   
the   government   is   keeping   plans   for   the   return   to   school   and   college   under   continuous   review   and   
will   ensure   that   children   and   young   people   return   to   face   to   face   education   as   soon   as   it   is   possible.   
He   has   advised   that   he   will   inform   schools,   colleges   and   parents   ahead   of   the   February   half   term   
regarding   the   government’s   intentions .    All   other   students   will   therefore   learn   remotely   until   
February   half   term.     

Thank   you   for   your   ongoing   support   with   remote   learning;   we   continue   to   be   very   pleased   with   the   

engagement   and   application   of   the   vast   majority   of   our   students.   We   continue   to   receive   
compliments   about   the   impact   of   our   remote   learning   programme   and   we   are   proud   to   exceed   the   
minimum   standards   set   out   by   the   Government.   Indeed,   Miss   Parry   and   Mr   Pleasants   shared   our   
expertise   with   other   School   Leaders   across   Hertfordshire   last   week.    Parents   are   asked   to   support   
the   School   by   encouraging   their   children   to   turn   their   cameras   on   during   live   lessons   so   that   
remote   lessons   can   be   as   interactive   as   possible.     We   are   also   keen   to   ensure   that   students   virtually   
attend   form   time   with   their   form   tutor   to   ensure   that   the   school   day   starts   properly   and   we   can   
support   students   with   their   wellbeing   whilst   dealing   with   any   technical   issues   that   crop   up.   Those   
students   who   engage   fully   with   our   online   provision   should   be   able   to   make   the   same   progress   as   
they   would   in   school   and   their   peers   nationally.   

At   school,   I   am   delighted   to   say   that   the   Lateral   Flow   Testing   (LFT)   is   now   fully   established   and   is   
currently   available   for   the   children   of   critical   workers,   vulnerable   children   and   school   staff   that   are   
attending   school.   This   will   help   identify   asymptomatic   cases   (which   currently   make   up   a   third   of   all   
cases)   and   hopefully   limit   the   spread   of   the   virus   within   our   community.   I   would   like   to   thank   the   staff   
involved   in   setting   up   and   administering   the   LFT   system.    Following   new   advice   from   NHS   Test   and   
Trace   and   Public   Health   England,    Mr   Williamson   has   now   advised   that   all   but   a   handful   of   schools   and   
colleges   to   pause   daily   testing   for   students   and   staff   who   have   been   in   close   contact   with   a   positive   
case;   therefore   the   need   for   10   days   of   self-isolation   remains.   Staff   are   now   required   to   be   tested   
twice   weekly.   If   you   have   not   already   done   so   I   would   be   very   grateful   if   you   or   your   child   (if   aged   16   
or   over)   could   complete   the   consent   form   sent   via   Groupcall   earlier   this   month.     

Please   continue   to   contact   the   School   if   your   family   may   have   had   contact   with   a   person   with   
symptoms   or   who   has   tested   positive   for   COVID-19.   If   your   child   is   self-isolating   or   is   being   tested   for   
COVID-19   please   contact   the   School   by   emailing    medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    and   
studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    as   soon   as   possible.   Please   confirm   the   date   of   the   
onset   of   any   symptom(s),   the   test   date   (and   result   if   received)   and   the   date   they   were   last   in   school.   

  
Please   refer   to   the   updated    Quick   Reference   Guide    for   reference.   This   guide   was   updated   following   
recent   consultation   with   Public   Health   England   and   Hertfordshire   County   Council.   I   hope   that   by   
continuing   to   work   together   we   can   keep   our   community   safer.   

  
Enquiries   about   matters   other   than   COVID-19   until   the   end   of   term   should   be   directed   to   the   usual   
email   address:    admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .     

  
Yours   sincerely   

  
Matt   Fletcher   
Headteacher   

mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Coronavirus-Related-Absence-Quick-Reference-Guide-December-2020.pdf?t=1607799357
mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


  
  
  
  

Able   and   Ambitious     
  

The   aim   of   the   ‘Able   and   Ambitious   Guest   Speakers’   is   to   provide   all   students   from   all   key   stages   with   
access   to   information   that   will   lead   them   to   become   more   ambitious   throughout   their   learning   
journey   and   help   develop   a   thirst   for   a   rewarding   career.   Due   to   current   circumstances,   we   cannot   
invite   guest   speakers   into   School   so   we   are   requesting   videos   until   we   are   able   to   meet   in   person.     
    

We   have   been   very   lucky   and   have   received   some   fantastic   videos   for   the   Rickmansworth   community   
that   have   inspired   many   of   our   students.   If   you   would   be   happy   to   record   a   short   video   answering   a   
few   questions   about   your   career   then   please   email   Mr   Gunn    staff.gunn@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk   
to   discuss   further.   Thank   you   very   much.   

  
Eco   Garden   -   Volunteers   Wanted     

  
Volunteers   in   communities   across   the   UK   are   bringing   people   together   including   to   improve   their   
local   environment   and   creating   areas   that   are   a   source   of   wellbeing   for   the   whole   community.   Indeed,   
the   government   has   recently   confirmed   that   you   can   also   leave   home   to   provide   voluntary   or   
charitable   services.   We   are   looking   for   volunteers   to   come   onto   the   School   site   and   help   work   in   the   
eco   garden   whilst   School   is   partially   closed.   If   you   wish   to   volunteer   some   of   your   time   and   have   the   
horticulture   or   gardening   skills   needed,   please   email    staff.cramp@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    with   
details   of   the   days   and   time   you   can   kindly   assist.   

  
A   Message   from   Watford   Borough   Council   

Watford    Borough   Council’s   final   draft   of   the    Local   Plan    presents   a   vision   for   a   vibrant,   growing   
Watford.   The   overall   aim   of   the   Local   Plan   is   to   provide   a   positive   framework   for   growing   and   
enhancing   the   town   over   the   next   15   years.   It   shows   how   the   council   will   provide   homes   for   local   
people,   further   employment   opportunities,   additional   infrastructure   and   crucially   how   it   will   protect   
the   things   that   are   important   to   people   like   parks   and   open   spaces,   the   town   centre   and   our   heritage   
and   environment.   
    

Over   the   next   six   weeks,   residents   and   businesses   across   Watford   are   being   asked   to   share   their   
views   on   the   final   draft   Local   Plan   for   Watford   before   it   is   sent   for   examination   by   Government   later   
this   year.   The   consultation   will   be   live   until   the   end   of   the   2   March   .   
    

The   council   is   particularly   keen   on   hearing    from   younger   residents   like   students   because   they   are   the   
people   who   will   be   directly   affected   by   the   changes   in   the   plan   over   the   next   15   years   and   their   
feedback   could   prove   invaluable.   Please   complete   this   short    survey    if   you   wish   to   do   so.   

mailto:staff.cramp@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
http://www.watfordlocalplan.co.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DD739W8


  
    

Week   Commencing   25   January:     Week   A   

Whole   School   letters   can   be   found    here    on   our   website.     

GroupCall   letters   sent   out   this   week:     

Whole   School   -   Equality   and   Diversity   Policy   for   Consultation   
Whole   School   -   Signs   and   Symptoms   of   Diabetes   
Whole   School   -   Centre   Assessed   Grades   -   Ofqual   consultation   
Whole   School   -   Able   and   Ambitious:   Guest   Speakers   
Year   9   -   HPV   Vaccinations   2nd   Dose   -   Catch   Up   Clinics   
Year   7   -   Nasal   Flu   Catch   Up   Clinics   January   

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters

