
  
  
  

22   October   2020     
  

Dear   Parents   and   Carers   
  

Head’s   Weekly   Update   
  

As   the   first   half-term   of   the   academic   year   comes   to   a   close   I   would   like   to   thank   you,   as   always,   for   
your   enduring   support.   

  
Congratulations   also   to   our   fantastic   Eco   Committee   led   by   Mrs   Bevan   who   successfully   gained   the   
Eco   Schools   Bronze   Award;   a   stepping   stone   to   achieving   the   coveted   Green   Flag   status!   

  
Around   this   time   of   year   we   usually   hold   our   Awards   Evenings.   These   awards   are   presented   to   
celebrate   the   exceptional   talent   and   achievements   of   students   in   all   year   groups.   Regrettably,   due   to   
the   current   pandemic,   we   have   had   to   postpone   our   awards   evenings   until   we   can   welcome   parents   
and   visitors   back   onto   the   School   site.   This   week   R8   Award   winners   were   presented   with   their   
certificates   by   a   representative   from   the   Governing   Body,   their   Director   of   Learning,   Mr   Hambleton   
and   I   during   form   time.   

  
After   evaluating   the   past   7   weeks   and   reviewing   our   risk   assessment   we   are   now   in   a   position   to   
commence   extra-curricular   activities   and   an   updated   extracurricular   timetable   has   been   added   to   the   
Curriculum    page   of   the   website.   

  
It   is   crucial   that   the   School   continues   to   remain   as   safe   as   possible   for   both   staff   and   students;   please   
contact   the   School   if   your   family   may   have   had   contact   with   a   person   with   symptoms   or   who   has   
tested   positive.   If   your   child   is   self-isolating   or   is   being   tested   for   coronavirus   please   contact   the   
School   by   emailing     medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    and   
studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk     as   soon   as   possible.   When   reporting    your   child’s   
absence   to   the   School   please   detail   the   symptom(s)   in   full   and   refer   to   the     Quick   Reference   Guide    for   
reference.   This   guide   was   updated   following   recent   consultation   with   Public   Health   England   and   
Hertfordshire   County   Council.   I   hope   that   by   continuing   to   work   together   we   can   keep   our   
community   safer.   
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Enquiries   about   matters   other   than   COVID-19   should   be   directed   to   the   usual   email   address:   
admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .     

  
Finally,   it   has   been   heartening   to   have   very   high   levels   of   student   attendance   (typically   over   96%)   and   
great   to   see   students   back   into   school.   I   am   extremely   proud   of   the   commitment   of   the   School’s   staff   
who   work   tirelessly   to   ensure   we   can   maintain   a   very   high   standard   of   provision   despite   really   
challenging   circumstances.   It   is   now   time   for   some   rest   and   relaxation   for   all   and   I   wish   you   all   an   
enjoyable   half   term   break   and   look   forward   to   the   students   returning   on   2   November   for   another   
successful   half   term.  

  
Yours   sincerely   

  
Matt   Fletcher   
Headteacher   

  
PS   :   Please   remember   that   Friday   23   October   is   now   an   INSET   Day   and   students   should   not   attend   
school.   

  
  

PTA   Uniform   Shop   

The   PTA   school   uniform   shop   is   taking   place   on   Tuesday   3   November.   A   copy   of   the   letter   will   be   
uploaded    here    tomorrow.    We   would   like   to   take   this   opportunity   to   express   our   sincere   gratitude   to   
all   the   PTA   members,   without   whom   this   provision   would   not   be   possible.      

Parents   and   carers   that   are   self-isolating   

Hertfordshire   County   Council   has   been   asked   for   guidance   when   a   parent   or   carer   has   been   asked   to   
self-isolate   as   a   close   contact   of   someone   who   has   tested   positive   for   coronavirus   but   does   not   have   
coronavirus   themselves   and   has   no   symptoms.   HCC   understands   the   rules   are   complicated,   but   in   a   
similar   way   to   children   who   are   asked   to   self-isolate   as   part   of   a   school   bubble,   only   the   person   
requested   to   self-isolate   must   follow   the   guidance   unless   the   circumstances   change.   

If   you   are   a   parent   or   carer   and   have   been   asked   to   self-isolate   as   part   of   a   bubble   at   work   or   because   
you   have   come   into   close   contact   with   someone   who   has   tested   positive   for   coronavirus   –   you   must   
follow   the   national   self-isolation   guidance   and   stay   at   home   for   14   days:     How   long   to   self-isolate .   

● This   applies   even   if   you   have   no   symptoms   and/or   you   have   received   a   negative   test   result   as   
it   can   take   14   days   for   transmission   

● Self-isolation   rules   do   not   apply   to   the   rest   of   your   household,   they   can   still   attend   work   or   
school   and   complete   day   to   day   tasks   in   line   with   Government   guidance   

● If   you   develop   symptoms   while   self-isolating,   your   entire   household   must   begin   self-isolating   
immediately   

● If   you   would   normally   travel   with   your   child(ren)   to   nursery,   school   or   college,   alternative   
arrangements   should   be   made   
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● If   you   cannot   make   alternative   travel   arrangements   for   your   child(ren),   then   they   too   must   
stay   at   home.   Please   contact   your   school   or   education   setting   directly   for   advice   on   remote   
learning   in   this   situation   

    
Please   do   not   send   child(ren)   to   school   if   they   have   any   symptoms   of   coronavirus.   If   you’re   not   sure,   
consult   the   online     NHS   symptom   checker .   
    

Only   book   a   test   if   you   or   your   child(ren)develop   symptoms,   click     here     or   call   119   if   you   do   not   have   
internet   access.   

     
  

Week   Commencing   2   November:    Week   A   

Whole   School   letters   can   be   found    here    on   our   website.     

GroupCall   letters   sent   out   this   week:     
  

Year   13   -   UK   University   &   Apprenticeships   Fair   2020   
Year   12   -   UK   University   &   Apprenticeships   Fair   2020   
Year   11   -   UK   University   &   Apprenticeships   Fair   2020   
Whole   School   -   Invitation   for   New   Foundation   Members   
Whole   School   -   Wet   Weather   Arrangements   
Year   11   -   Booster   Sessions   and   Revision   tips   7   &   8   
Year   11   -   Exam   Regulations   for   Students  
Year   11   -   GCSE   PE   
Year   12   -   Frantic   Assembly   Streamed   Workshop   
Year   12   -   Able   &   Ambitious   -   EtonX   Courses   
Year   11   -   Able   &   Ambitious   -   EtonX   Courses   
Year   10   -   Able   &   Ambitious   -   EtonX   Courses   
Year   13   -   Able   &   Ambitious   -   EtonX   Courses   
Year   8   -   Chromebooks   Delay   to   Implementation   
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