
22 October 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

Head’s Weekly Update

I hope you have all had a great week and are keeping safe and well.

I would like to thank you, as always, for your enduring support throughout the first half-term of the
academic year comes to a close. It has been very encouraging to have high levels of student
attendance and great to see students back into school. I am extremely proud of the commitment of
the School’s staff who work tirelessly to ensure we can maintain a very high standard of provision for
students both in school and at home, despite the challenges.

Students are overwhelmingly positive about our new caterers Culinera.  Due to the increased
popularity of our break and lunch time offer, many students have been queuing for food at lunchtime
and a number of concerns have been raised by parents and carers, both individually and via Parent
Panel; the school has listened to these concerns. To try and address the issue, from 01 November the
school will pilot moving lunch forward from 13:30 to 12:25. This will mean that period 4 and
lunchtime will be swapped around. This pilot will initially be in place for three weeks at which time it
will be reviewed and the views of all stakeholders sought. The start and finish times for the school day
remain unchanged, as do the lengths of all sessions and break times. Following the initial 3 week
period, after considering feedback, we will decide whether to extend the trial, consult on a
permanent change or revert to our current arrangements.

As the first half of the autumn term comes to an end; parents, colleagues &
students can all say a big Thank You to our teachers and support staff through
the National #ThankATeacher campaign. You can all thank someone in our
school for their hard work with a FREE Thank You e-card. The Thank a Teacher
campaign recognises all staff working in schools; school leaders, teachers,
teaching assistants, and all support staff such as lunchtime supervisors,
caretakers and cleaners.  Not only is it lovely to receive a thank you, but a card
can be a springboard to entering the Pearson National Teaching Awards. Here at
Rickmansworth School, we know our staff go above and beyond in all kinds of ways and we also know
that you are grateful for all that they do! Simply go to www.thankateacher.co.uk and they will send a

https://www.culinera.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ThankATeacher?src=hash
https://www.teachingawards.com/
http://www.thankateacher.co.uk/


FREE personalised #ThankATeacher card on your behalf. It’ll only take a few minutes to do this but
has a lasting impact on the staff members selected.

The DfE has advised that all staff and students should continue to test twice-weekly over half-term
and take an lateral flow test the night before they return to school after the break. It is very
important to continue COVID-19 testing over half-term to ensure the safety of the school and local
community.

Finally, I wish you all an enjoyable half term break, a happy Halloween and, on 04 November, all of our
Hindu, Jain and Sikh communities a very Happy Diwali and a prosperous new year.

I hope you all have a lovely half-term breakI look forward to the students returning on 01 November
for another successful half-term.

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

Groupcall letters can be found on our website here.

Parent Panel

Thank you to all parents that attended last Thursday’s meeting; we came up
with many solutions to help continue moving the school forward.

If you are interested in attending future meetings, please email
staff.gunn@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk to confirm attendance and add any
agenda items.

Parent Panel Meeting Dates:

● Thursday 14 October
● Thursday 20 January 2022
● Thursday 16 June 2022

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ThankATeacher?src=hash
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters
mailto:staff.gunn@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Art Exhibition

Many students would have seen last year’s Year 12 Art Installation in the Sixth Form Block.

"The theme of the sculpture is the precious, fragile beauty of nature and how we should try to preserve it and
live sustainably.  All of the wooden panels and canvases have been reclaimed or reused."

The site specific sculpture was designed and painted by Year 12 Art Students; Tasnia Ali, Megan
Campbell, Amy Higgins, Suraiya Kandeerally, Madeline Leyland, Lauren Poole, Bethany Tatham and
Amelie Weller.

Thank you to Mr Holley and all staff involved for arranging for the students to have this opportunity.


