
24 November 2022

Dear Parents and Carers

Head’s Weekly Update

Earlier this week, The School was delighted to participate in the UK’s leading and
most prestigious team competition for schools: The ECF National Schools
Chess Championships. The event continues to gain popularity, with 240 teams
from 140 schools having entered this year. This has resulted in various
qualifying events, all of which were oversubscribed.  Unfortunately after some
nail biting games our teams did not qualify for the next round, however they
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Our students’ conduct was exceptional
with every Rickmansworth School student offering to shake their opponent’s
hand and thanking them for the game. As far as sportsmanship and gallantry are
concerned our school took home the gold medal.

Throughout the week, the School has undertaken various initiatives for Just Talk
Mental Health and Wellbeing Week 2022 where students were encouraged to
‘Look Beneath The Surface’. The School encouraged all young people to reach out
to others, not to be so quick to judge and to take time to understand why someone
might be acting a certain way. Students were also encouraged to ‘ask twice’ when
checking how someone is, as people often give a more honest answer when asked a
second time. It is important to understand that if one sees a friend, family member
or someone else they know acting unusually or not their typical self, they may be
having a bad day or going through a difficult time.

Staff and students explored the different ways to help - it’s often as simple as just talking and
listening.  The key messages were:

● Talking shows strength not weakness

● We all have mental health, just like we have physical health
● It’s OK to not be OK
● We all struggle sometimes and there is help available



For more information, please visit the following websites:

● Just Talk. There is advice to support parents, including how to respond to your child if they

tell you that they are not OK and workshops for managing conflict.
● Hertfordshire Parenting Directory contains details of parenting programmes and courses

available across Hertfordshire.
● The Rickmansworth School Parental Information page

If you have any concerns about your child, yourself or someone else, please contact your child's
Director of Learning.

I ask for your cooperation in safeguarding a couple of our students who are
receiving ongoing medical treatment.  During the treatment, exposure to any
infectious disease will pose a significant risk to their health. Please let the
School know immediately if your child is suspected of having measles, chicken
pox, shingles or any other infectious disease or virus. Equally, please let us know via
email to Mrs Evans staff.evans@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk if you think your
child may have been exposed to other children who may already have one of
these conditions.

It is also important that you inform us of any outbreaks of shingles in your household. The health and
wellbeing of our students receiving treatment really does depend on the cooperation of everyone in
our school community.

I hope you have a lovely weekend.

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

Groupcall letters can be found on our website here.

A Message from DSPL9

Please find attached the latest newsletter from DSPL providing
families with all recent and current local SEND information with a
focus on parents and carers.

https://www.justtalkherts.org/news-and-campaigns/just-talk-week-2022.aspx
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/parentingsupport
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/659/support-helpful-websites-and-information
mailto:staff.evans@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19bf7tCTBn4VV-03tV71QskaSZWtWqn6c/view?usp=share_link


A Message From Croxley Green Parish Council

Tuesday 29 November

16:30 to 17:30 Croxley Green Library will be having a drop-in ‘Write a Letter to Santa,’ session from
16:30 before switch-on of the lights if you would like to join them. There will be festive letters and
envelopes available and once completed they will be ready to send to the North Pole. If you have
postage stamps at home bring them with you or you can purchase stamps within the library so they
can be posted straight after the event. We are asking for a small donation for each child attending to
help cover the cost of materials. We look forward to seeing you all at the Christmas Lights Switch-On.

17:30 to 18:00 Croxley Green Parish Council Christmas Tree Lights Switch On will be held in front of
the Library.  Join us to light the Christmas Tree and sing Carols with the Churches Together Choir.

Saturday 10 December

14:30 to 18:00 Croxley Green Parish Council and Croxley Green
Library Christmas Market.   Come and browse the stalls selling
homemade crafts inside and outside the Library, plus hot food and
mulled wine. Crafting activities for children inside the Library.
Chiltern Hills Brass Band will be playing festive carols between
15:00 and 16:00.  Santa will be inside the Library between 15:30
and 16:30.  George Ritchie will be singing festive carols between
16:30 and 17:30.

My School Lottery: Congratulations to Ms B from Rickmansworth School who won over £61 last
week.

Nobody from the School won the £25,000 jackpot last week, however there is
always this week with the same prize amount up for grabs. The School has sold
208 tickets of a 250 goal.  For further information and to purchase tickets please
visit My School Lottery.

Good luck everybody!

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/rickmansworth-school


Artist of the Week: Z Mehmood, Final GCSE piece - 'Beginning and/or End'
Acrylics on canvas


