
25 June 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

Head’s Weekly Update

I hope you are all keeping well.

Congratulations to the School’s Quadcopter team who came
second out of thirty two schools from within the UK in the
Quadcopter National Finals!

It is a fantastic achievement of our students and the result
shows the dedication and hard work the students and Mrs
Sharma invested in the project.

The students have won an experience day of Mission to Mars!

The School submitted Teacher Assessed Grades to all awarding bodies for both GCSE and GCE
examinations. I would like to thank the students for their diligence and determination throughout the
whole process and would like to thank all staff involved for their hard work and attention to detail to
ensure deadlines were met.

Wednesday 23 June was National Thank a Teacher Day. The School received a lot of lovely ‘thank you‘
messages and was one of the most thanked schools in our area! I would like to thank all staff for going
to extraordinary lengths to support the students and their families throughout the disruption and
uncertainty of the pandemic, in addition to helping each other face the many challenges along the
way. It hasn't been easy but hopefully we are near the end of it!

I would like to thank staff, students and parents/carers for their continued engagement with the rapid
testing programme using lateral flow tests at home. It is vital that staff and students continue to test
twice weekly in order to identify asymptomatic cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) and prevent the
spread of the virus.  Please see the attached poster. All staff and students are asked to:

● Test twice a week at home from now on (all those who are able to)

https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Rapid-COVID-19-testing.pdf?t=1619098667?ts=1619098667


● Report results online as positive, negative or void. This information is critical in helping the
government to understand the prevalence of the virus across the country:

○ Please report your test result to the NHS here : gov.uk
○ And to the School: Form and any positive result only also via email:

medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk

Last week, the Secretary of State for Education wrote an open letter to parents encouraging
continued regular testing, to support all the hard work schools and colleges have been doing to
increase participation.

If a student receives a positive lateral flow test (LFT) result from a test taken at home, they must
book a PCR test to confirm the result even if they have no symptoms. A positive LFT result triggers
the legal obligation for self-isolation for them and close contacts including household members. Your
child cannot attend school or a work setting if they have received a positive LFT result. If the PCR test
returns a negative result, the period of self-isolation ends for them and all close contacts including
household members; all children involved can then return to school.

Please continue to contact the School if your family may have had contact with a person with
symptoms or who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19). If your child is self-isolating or is
being tested for coronavirus (COVID-19) please contact the School by emailing
medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk and studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk as soon
as possible. Please confirm the date of the onset of any symptom(s), the test date (and result if
received) and the date they were last in school.

Three Rivers District Council and Watford Borough Council are advising that if anyone has been in
regular contact with someone with Covid-19 symptoms, but are not showing symptoms themselves,
they are also being encouraged to access a PCR test via the national system by visiting gov.uk.
This will help the council identify people who may be infected but not showing symptoms. When
completing the form, you will need to tick the box that says the local authority has asked you to take a
PCR test to enable you to one even if you don’t have symptoms.

Please refer to the updated Quick Reference Guide for reference. This guide was updated following
recent consultation with Public Health England and Hertfordshire County Council. I hope that by
continuing to work together we can keep our community safer.

Earlier this month, the government updated the guidance on travelling internationally and returning
to the UK. They set out differentiated rules for entry to the UK from countries on the red, amber or
green lists:

● Entering the UK
● Red, amber and green list rules for entering England

When you arrive in England, you need to follow the rules for the highest risk country or territory that
you have been in or passed through in the previous 10 days, including transit stops.

● The government guidance is subject to change with very short notice at a national level and
that the school has no control over these national changes.

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddrt5T9Pv1xwRSSr_hDgHThwobgombi-aMjnO7nClgzVr9tg/viewform
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/06/18/a-letter-to-secondary-school-and-college-parents-in-england-on-continuing-regular-covid-19-testing-from-gavin-williamson-secretary-of-state-for-education/?utm_source=18%20June%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Coronavirus-Related-Absence-Quick-Reference-Guide-March-2021-1.pdf?t=1616694219?ts=1616694219
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england


● The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) currently advises against all
but essential travel to the amber-listed countries.

● It is the parent/carers’ responsibility to be aware of any changes that may impact your child’s
ability to attend school.

● The School is committed to supporting the option to take a holiday but we ask you to kindly
consider balancing  this with reasonable expectations of attendance.

● There is no automatic right to be educated from home whilst quarantining due to the
potential for impact of absence from the School.

● We request that you voluntarily communicate in advance with the school if you have any
plans to travel to the UK from an amber or red list countries within 10 days of a school term
date.

● The School may agree to term time absence in exceptional circumstances, but only in line with
operational needs and when requested in advance.

● The School is unlikely to be able to accommodate requests for alternate arrangements or time
off in term time where travel is to red or amber list countries as this is against national
guidance, even if it is legal travel.

Enquiries about matters other than coronavirus (COVID-19) until the end of term should be directed
to the usual email address: admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.

I hope you all have a great weekend.

Yours sincerely

Matt Fletcher
Headteacher

Week Commencing 28 June: Week A

Groupcall letters can be found here on our website

Artist of the Week : Sara Vochitoiu Year 8 - Pencil drawing /
Artist Copy - Qiu Jie 'Portrait of Mao'

Congratulations to Sara for being named Artist of the Week!

mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters


A Message for Watford residents - ‘Pop-up’ Vaccination Clinic this Weekend

Watford residents are being urged to ‘score’ themselves a COVID-19 vaccine at the town’s biggest
ever ‘pop-up’ vaccination clinic this weekend.

For one day only, the Vicarage Road stadium will be transformed into a vaccination centre,
distributing the Pfizer vaccination to anyone aged 18+ who hasn’t yet been vaccinated.

Running from 10am until 9pm on Sunday 27 June, the super-sized clinic is designed to support the
town’s efforts to reduce infection rates, protect people from new variants of the virus and save our
summer.

The initiative is being supported by Watford Borough Council, the NHS, Hertfordshire County
Council, Watford FC and a whole host of community organisations.

You can walk up on the day without an appointment, but please be prepared to queue
to enter the stadium in whatever the weather has in store! Everyone is advised to bring a drink along
to sip while they wait, and to have a snack before they set off for Vicarage Road.  If you would prefer
the certainty of a booked appointment, go to www.watford.gov.uk/supersunday or call 01923
278616 (open Wednesday to Friday from 9am to 7pm) and a member of staff will make a booking for
Sunday on your behalf. People who go along won’t need to provide ID or don’t need to be registered
with a GP.

http://www.watford.gov.uk/supersunday


Where there is HOP, there is HOPE!

The recent report from the HM Lord-Lieutenant of Hertfordshire highlights that now
more than ever young people need to know where to access information to help
make decisions about their future career paths, training and skills development options. It also
presents an opportunity to signpost young people to Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal (HOP). HOP
is the premier gateway in Hertfordshire connecting young people to future employment,
apprenticeship and training opportunities. HOP is offering a £3,000 prize to the school or youth
group that registers the most young people, their parents and carers on the portal by 9 July. For
more information on the competition, please click here and view the attached flyer.

Thank you in advance for your support.

A Message from Arriva - Ticket Information 2021-22

Please see the attached letter with information regarding tickets for 2021-22.

A Message from Batchworth Community Council

The council is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for the area covered by the two wards within the
boundary of Moor Park & Eastbury and Rickmansworth Town Ward. It is important that this
Neighbourhood Plan reflects the ambitions and views of people who live and work in the area. Last
year and early this year, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group asked for ideas on important
matters to be addressed in the Plan. They have now used these to prepare a draft vision for the area,
a set of five objectives and three ideas on how to deliver each of these five objectives. These are
summarised on the website. Copies of the flyer have also been distributed to residents.

The council requests all residents to  complete the online survey by 18 July.  There is also an
opportunity to tell them whether you have any suggestions for the Neighbourhood Plan.

These objectives and ideas and your feedback will help inform the policies and projects of the Draft
Plan.  There will be another opportunity to comment on the Draft Plan once it is available.

http://www.hopinto.co.uk/
https://www.hopinto.co.uk/win-3-000-for-your-school-or-youth-group/
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/HOP-Competition-Poster.pdf?t=1621541812?ts=1621541812
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Arriva-Student-Travel-Ticket-Information-2021-22.pdf?t=1624368160?ts=1624368160
http://www.batchworthplan.org.uk/questionnaire
http://www.batchworthplan.org.uk/questionnaire

