
26   June   2020  

Dear   Parents   and   Carers  
 
Head’s   Weekly   Update  
 
I   hope   you   have    all   enjoyed   the   lovely   weather   this   week   and   thank   you   to   all   those   who   have   taken  
the   time   to   write   emails   showing   your   appreciation   for   our   fantastic   staff.  

It   was   great   to   be   able   to   welcome   some   more   of   our   Year   10   and   12   students   back   to   school   this  
week   (we   are   not   permitted   to   have   more   than   25%   of   the   year   groups).   The    additional   face-to-face  
sessions   offered   by   the   School   have   been   very   well   received   by   both   students   and   parents   alike.   We  
look   forward   to   welcoming   some   Year   9   students   next   week   for   their   remote   learning   review  
meetings   with   Year   8   following   shortly.  

We   continue   to   have   an   increasing   uptake   of   provision   for   vulnerable   children   and   those   of   critical  
workers   in   all   year   groups.   If   you   do   require   a   place   for   your   child,   please   complete   the   weekly   form  
sent   via   Parentmail.   If   you   need   to   request   provision   after   the   deadline   please   email  
studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk     as   soon   as   possible   in   order   that   we   can   make  
adequate   arrangements   for   supervision.    

Please   remember   that   students   should    travel   separately   and   avoid   public   transport   where   possible.  
Students   should    not   attend   school   if   they   are   defined   on   medical   grounds   as   clinically   extremely  
vulnerable   or   if   they   have   any   symptoms   of   COVID-19.   Please   see   guidance   and   links   below.   

Whilst   the   government   has   announced   various   measures    to   relax   lockdown   within   England,   it   has  
also   advised   that   it   plans   for   all   pupils   to   return   to   school   in   September.   We   expect   further  
government   guidance   about   September   in   the   next   2   weeks   and   I   will   update   you   with   our   plans   as  
soon   as   I   can.   I   would   like   to   t hank   our   staff   for   their   continued   support   both   in   and   out   of   school   to  
ensure   we   can   continue   to   provide   teaching   for   all   of   our   students.  

We   recognise   that   children   and   families   have   made   huge   adjustments   to   their   lives   over   the   last   three  
months   and   more   changes   will   be   needed   as   we   start   to   readjust   to   a   more   normal   way   of   life.    I   would  
like   to   remind   you   of   some   ideas   detailed   within   the   “Whole   School   Teaching   Times   -   Parent   Tips   14”  
which   may   help   you   and   your   family   cope   with   the   ever-changing   situation   we   find   ourselves   in.  

 

mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Following   recent   issues   in   the   media   and   the   associated   Black   Lives   Matters   movement,   an   open  
letter   has   been   received   by   the   governors,   SLT   and   I.   We   have   responded   accordingly   in   an   open  
manner   and   a   copy   of   the   response   letter   can   be   found    here .  

I   hope   you   have   a   safe   and   enjoyable   weekend.  

Yours   sincerely  
 
Matt   Fletcher  
Headteacher  
 
 
How   to   contact   the   School   during   closure  
 
The   dedicated   email   address   we   have   solely   for   notifying   the   School   of   coronavirus   test   results   or  
coronavirus   issues   is    medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .   
 
Any   other   queries   should   be   directed   through   the   usual   channels   of   email   communication   or   via  
email:     admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .   Please   note   that   the   office   remains   closed   to   all   parents  
and   visitors   but   is   currently   open   for   telephone   queries   only   between   10am   and   2pm   should   you  
need   further   clarity   around   any   aspect   of   our   provision.  
 
 

Coronavirus   update:   Stay   alert  
 
We   can   all   help   control   the   virus   if   we   all   stay   alert.    This   means   you   must:  

● Stay   at   home   as   much   as   possible  
● Work   from   home   if   you   can  
● Limit   contact   with   other   people  
● Keep   your   distance   if   you   go   out   (2   metres   apart   where   possible)  
● Wash   your   hands   regularly  
● Do   not   leave   home   if   you   or   anyone   in   your   household   has   symptoms  

Please   click    here    for   further   guidance.   
 

Guidance   for   parents   and   carers   on   supporting   their   children’s   education   during   the  
coronavirus   outbreak  
 
The   government   has   published   information,   guidance   and   support   for   parents   and   carers   of   children  
who   are   learning   at   home   during   the   coronavirus   outbreak.  
 
Guidance   on   helping   secondary   school   children   continue   their   education   during   the   coronavirus  
outbreak   can   be   found    here .  
 

 
 
 

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/1291/equalities?search=equalities
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Updated   guidance   for   parents   and   carers   on   the   opening   of   educational   settings  
 
The   government’s   guidance   for   parents   and   carers   on   the   wider   opening   of   education   settings  
includes   details   about   opening   secondary   schools   to   year   10   and   year   12   pupils   from   15   June   and  

provides   links   to   guidance   on   safer   travel.       The   guidance   can   be   found    here     and    here .  

 
Safer   travel   guidance   for   passengers  

Since   Monday   15   June   you   must   wear   a   face   covering   when   travelling   in   England   on   public   transport  
including   a   bus,   coach,   tram   or   train.   Where   travel   with   children   is   necessary,   such   as   to   an   education  
setting,   consider   whether   children   could   walk   or   cycle,   accompanied   by   a   responsible   adult   or   carer,  
where   appropriate.   The   requirement   for   passengers   to   wear   face   coverings   does   not   apply   to  
children   under   the   age   of   11.   Face   coverings   should   not   be   used   by   children   under   the   age   of   3,   for  
safety.  

The   Department   for   Transport’s   guidance   can   be   found    here .  

Public   Health   England   has   updated   their   guidance   for   households   with   possible  
coronavirus   (COVID-19)   infection  

Public   Health   England   has   updated   its   guidance   for   households   with   grandparents,   parents   and  
children   living   together   where   someone   is   at   risk   or   has   symptoms   of   coronavirus   (COVID-19)  

infection.    The   guidance   can   be   found    here .   

Coronavirus   (COVID-19)   testing  

Anyone   experiencing   a   new,   continuous   cough;   high   temperature;   or   a   loss   of,   or   change,   in   their  
normal   sense   of   smell   or   taste   (anosmia)   can   get   further   advice   from   the   NHS    here .    Essential   workers  
in   England   can   apply   for   priority   testing   through   GOV. UK   and   a   coronavirus   test   can   be   booked    here .  

The   NHS   Test   and   Trace   service   continues   to   form   a   central   part   of   the   government’s   COVID-19  
recovery   strategy.   Anyone   who   tests   positive   for   coronavirus   will   be   contacted   by   NHS   Test   and   Trace  
and   will   need   to   share   information   about   their   recent   interactions.   People   identified   as   having   been   in  
close   contact   with   someone   who   has   a   positive   test   must   stay   at   home   for   14   days,   even   if   they   do   not  
have   symptoms,   to   stop   unknowingly   spreading   the   virus.   Further   information   on   the   NHS   Test   and  
Trace   service   can   be   found    here .   Guidance   for   workers   can   be   found    here .  

Public   Health   England’s   guidance   for   households   with   grandparents,   parents   and   children   living  
together   where   someone   is   at   risk   or   has   symptoms   of    COVID-19    infection.    The   guidance   can   be  

found     here .   
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Guidance   for   parents   and   carers   on   supporting   their   children’s   education   during  
coronavirus   (COVID-19)  

The   DfE   has   updated   its   published   information,   guidance   and   support   for   parents   and   carers   of  
children   who   are   learning   at   home   during   the   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   outbreak.  

● Guidance   on   supporting   your   child   at   home   can   be   found    here .  
● Guidance   on   helping   children   aged   2   to   4   learn   at   home   can   be   found    here .   
● Guidance   on   helping   primary   school   aged   children   learn   at   home   can   be   found    here .  
● Guidance   on   helping   children   with   special   educational   needs   and   disabilities   learn   at   home  

can   be   found    here .  
● A   list   of   online   resources   can   be   found    here .  

 
Department   for   Education   coronavirus   helpline  

The   Department   for   Education   coronavirus   helpline   is   available   to   answer   questions   about  
COVID-19   relating   to   education   and   children’s   social   care.   Staff,   parents   and   young   people   can  
contact   this   helpline   as   follows:  

● Phone:   0800   046   8687  
● Opening   hours:   

○ 8am   to   6pm   –   Monday   to   Friday,   10am   to   4pm   –   Saturday   and   Sunday  

 
Handwashing   advice  
 

It   is   essential   that   everyone   washes   their   hands   more   often,   using   soap   and   water   for   at   least   20  
seconds.   Hand   washing   with   soap   employs   mechanical   action   that   loosens   bacteria   and   viruses   from  
the   skin,   rinsing   them   into   the   drain.   Drying   hands   afterwards   makes   the   skin   less   hospitable   to   the  
virus.   Hand   sanitiser   can   be   effective   if   soap   is   not   available   or   the   situation   makes   using   soap   less  
feasible   (i.e.   when   outside)   but   using   hand   sanitiser   provides   none   of   the   virus-destroying   friction  
that   rubbing   your   hands   together   and   rinsing   with   water   provides.   
 
The   latest   guidance   and   video   on   hand   washing   can   be   found    here .   

 
The   e-Bug   project   is   led   by   Public   Health   England   and   has   a   dedicated    webpage    for   learning  
resources   on   hand   washing   and   respiratory   hygiene.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-with-send-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Next   week:    Week   A  

Follow   us :    Facebook  
                          Twitter  

Whole   School   letters   can   be   found    here    on   our   website.   

GroupCall   letters   sent   out   this   week:   

Year   10   -   Options   at   16  

Year   10   -   Career   Guidance   Interviews   

Year   9   -   Remote   Learning   Review   Meetings  

Year   9   -   KS3   June   2020   Returning   to   School   Guidance   for   Parents   and   Students  

Year   9   -   Behaviour   for   Learning   Addendum   on   COVID-19   May   2020  

Whole   School   -   request   from   the   School   Uniform   Shop  

Year   9   -   English   GCSE   Set   Text  

Year   8   -   Remote   Learning   Review   Meetings  

Year   8   -   KS3   June   2020   Returning   to   School   Guidance   for   Parents   and   Students  

Year   8   -   Behaviour   for   Learning   Addendum   on   COVID-19   May   2020  

Year   11   -   Bring   Your   Own   Device   (BYOD)   in   the   Sixth   Form   

Whole   School   -   Ricky   Teaching   Times   -   Tips   for   Parents   14  

Whole   School   -Ricky   Teaching   Times   -   Teaching   Tips   14  
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