
  
29   January   2021    

  
Dear   Parents   and   Carers   

  
Head’s   Weekly   Update   

  
I   hope   you   are   all   keeping   safe   and   well.  

Thank   you   for   your   continued   support   and   indeed   for   the   many   positive   emails   we   are   currently   
receiving.     

  
A   reminder   for   parents   and   carers   with   children   in   Year   9   that   the   Virtual   Options   Evening   film   and   
the   Subject   Choices   Form   will   be   available   to   view   and   complete   respectively   on   Friday   5   February.   

  
Earlier   this   week,   the   Prime   Minister   announced   that,   sadly,   it   will   not   be   possible   to   resume   
face-to-face   learning   immediately   after   the   February   half   term   and   instead   hopes   it   will   be   safe   to   
commence   the   reopening   of   schools   and   colleges   from   Monday   8   March.   This   is   in   response   to   the   
national   public   health   data   and   pressure   on   NHS   capacity.   If   the   Government   achieves   its   target   of   
vaccinating   everyone   in   the   four   most   vulnerable   groups   with   their   first   dose   by   15   February   then   
those   groups   will   have   developed   immunity   from   the   virus   around   three   weeks   later,   that   is   by   8   
March.   It   is   for   this   reason   that   they   hope   it   will   therefore   be   safe   to   commence   the   reopening   of   
schools   from   Monday   8   March.   

  
We   understand   that   education   settings,   as   well   as   students,   parents   and   carers   will   be   given   at   least   
two   weeks   notice   to   prepare   for   a   return   to   face-to-face   education.   

The   DfE   has   confirmed   that   schools   will   close   as   usual   over   February   half   term   and   are   not   expected   
to   remain   open   to   vulnerable   children   and   the   children   of   critical   workers   during   that   week.    This   will   
give   both   staff   and   students   some   well   earned   rest,   as   they   have   been   working   exceptionally   hard   
whilst   also   managing   their   own   commitments   and   challenges   throughout   this   difficult   time.     

  
The   government   will   also   continue   to   provide   support   for   pupils   eligible   for   benefits-related   free   
school   meals   through   the   national   voucher   scheme   or   lunch   parcels   to   those   learning   at   home   during   
term   time   next   half-term.   Support   will   also   be   available   during   the   half-term   holiday   for   vulnerable   

  



families   through   the     Covid   Winter   Grant   Scheme.     The   School   has   also   been   advised   not   to   provide   
vouchers   during   the   half   term   break.     

  
The   School   remains   open   to     vulnerable   children   and   young   people    and   the   children   of     critical   workers   
only   after   February   half   term.   The   School   will   continue   to   assess   demand   for   such   provision   via   a   
weekly   return   from   parents   and   would   ask   for   your   support   in   submitting   your   requests   by   the   
deadlines   stated.   All   other   students   will   continue   to   learn   remotely   until   at   least   8   March    in   line   with   
the   wider   national   lockdown   measures   to   help   minimise   the   spread   of   the   virus   and   respond   quickly   
to   the   new   variant.   

  
The   secondary   school   and   college   testing   programme   is   continuing   to   use   lateral   flow   tests   to   identify   
cases   of   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   amongst   staff   and   pupils   who   are   asymptomatic.   Following   new   
advice,   NHS   Test   and   Trace   and   Public   Health   England   have   temporarily   paused   the   need   for   a   
confirmatory   PCR   test   following   a   positive   result   with   a   lateral   flow   test   in   secondary   schools   and   
colleges.   Following   a   positive   lateral   flow   test   result   taken   at   school   ,   an   individual   will   need   to   
self-isolate   in   line   with   government   guidance,   and   contact   tracing   will   need   to   be   undertaken.     

Please   carefully   read   the   updated   information   and   arrangements   regarding   positive   coronavirus   
cases   over   half   term:   

● Where   a   student   or   staff   member   tests   positive   for   coronavirus,   having   developed   symptoms   
more   than   48   hours   since   being   in   school,   the   school   should   not   be   contacted .   Parents   and   
carers   should   follow   contact   tracing   instructions   provided   by   NHS   Test   and   Trace.   

● If   a   student   or   staff   member   tests   positive   for   coronavirus,    having   developed   symptoms   within   
48   hours   of   being   in   school ,   the   School   is   asked   to   assist   in   identifying   close   contacts   and  
advising   self-isolation,   as   the   individual   may   have   been   infectious   whilst   in   school.  

● As   per   DfE   guidance,   we   have   designated   senior   staff   to   be   responsible   for   contact   tracing   for   a  
limited   period   (11:00   -   12:00)   during   each   day   to   receive   notification   of   positive   cases   and   advise   
close   contacts   to   self-isolate   (this   will   be   carried   out   by   email).   

● Where   students   are   required   to   self-isolate   due   to   contact   with   a   positive   case   after   the   first   six   
days   following   the   end   of   term,   the   School   should   only   be   informed   about   their   absence   on   the   
first   day   of   the   new   term   (Monday   22   February   2021).   

Until   Friday   12   February   please   continue   to   contact   the   School   if   your   family   may   have   had   contact   
with   a   person   with   symptoms   or   who   has   tested   positive   for   COVID-19.   If   your   child   is   self-isolating   
or   is   being   tested   for   COVID-19   please   contact   the   School   by   emailing   
medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    and    studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    as   soon   
as   possible.   Please   confirm   the   date   of   the   onset   of   any   symptom(s),   the   test   date   (and   result   if   
received)   and   the   date   they   were   last   in   school.   

  
Please   refer   to   the   updated    Quick   Reference   Guide    for   reference.   This   guide   was   updated   following   
recent   consultation   with   Public   Health   England   and   Hertfordshire   County   Council.   I   hope   that   by   
continuing   to   work   together   we   can   keep   our   community   safer.   

  
Enquiries   about   matters   other   than   COVID-19   until   the   end   of   term   should   be   directed   to   the   usual   
email   address:    admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .     

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools#support-for-families
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=5%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=5%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#critical-workers
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Coronavirus-Related-Absence-Quick-Reference-Guide-December-2020.pdf?t=1607799357
mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Yours   sincerely   
  

Matt   Fletcher   
Headteacher   

  
  

  
  
  
  

Eco   Garden   -   Volunteers   Wanted     
  

Volunteers   in   communities   across   the   UK   are   bringing   people   together   including   to   improve   their   
local   environment   and   creating   areas   that   are   a   source   of   wellbeing   for   the   whole   community.   Indeed,   
the   government   has   recently   confirmed   that   you   can   also   leave   home   to   provide   voluntary   or   
charitable   services.   We   are   looking   for   volunteers   to   come   onto   the   School   site   and   help   work   in   the   
eco   garden   whilst   School   is   partially   closed.   If   you   wish   to   volunteer   some   of   your   time   and   have   the   
horticulture   or   gardening   skills   needed,   please   email    staff.cramp@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    with   
details   of   the   days   and   time   you   can   kindly   assist.   

  
  
  
  
  

Able   and   Ambitious     
  

This   week's   Able   &   Ambitious   guest   speaker   is   Suzanne   Plunkett,   a   photojournalist.   Suzanne   gave   our   
students   a   very   inspirational   insight   into   her   career.   She   has   captured   some   of   life's   most   incredible   
moments   and   shared   with   our   students   how   she   has   achieved   this.     

  

  
  

We   have   been   very   lucky   and   have   received   some   fantastic   videos   from   the   Rickmansworth   
community   that   have   inspired   many   of   our   students.   If   you   would   be   happy   to   record   a   short   video   
answering   a   few   questions   about   your   career   then   please   email   Mr   Gunn   
staff.gunn@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk    to   discuss   further.   

  

mailto:staff.cramp@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Week   Commencing   1   February:     Week   B   

Whole   School   letters   can   be   found    here    on   our   website.     

GroupCall   letters   sent   out   this   week:     

Whole   School   -   Childhood   Winter   Illnesses:   Knowing   What   to   do   
Whole   School   -   Able   and   Ambitious:   Google   Classroom   
Year   13   -   Year   13   Full   Report   Delayed   
Year   9   -   Parent   Consultation   Waiting   Lists   
Year   8   -   Rearranged   Parent   Consultation   Appointments   

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters

