
 
05 February 2021  
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Head’s Weekly Update 
 
I hope you are all keeping safe and well.  We are still receiving many positive messages from parents, 
carers and students; thank you for your continued support.  

The School has been awarded the Eco Schools Green Flag! Well done to Lorna Bevan and all staff and 
students in the Eco Committee and the environmental groups who have worked so hard in achieving 
this, especially through the pandemic.  The Green Flag recognises our continued commitment to the 
environment and we look forward to working towards all the objectives in our ‘Eco’ action plan.  
 
From 22 February, the School is changing it’s Management Information System from Progresso to 
SIMS. Lots of parents will have experience of SIMS from primary schools and we expect to have a 
much better system in place that will also link effectively with our payments system. Parents, carers 
and students will be sent details of how to create their account for SIMS via email over the next few 
weeks. 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week, an annual week-long campaign run by children’s mental health 
charity Place2Be, began earlier this week and runs until Sunday 7 February. This year’s theme is 
“Express Yourself” with the focus on children finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas 
through creativity. Throughout the week, the government’s social media platforms have been sharing 
a variety of mental health resources including ‘wellbeing for education return’ and the children and 
young people’s psychological first aid training which is run by Public Health England. Please do take a 
look at these resources. 
 
A reminder that the DfE has confirmed that schools will close as usual over February half term and 
are not expected to remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers during 
that week.  This will give both staff and students some well earned rest, as they have been working 
exceptionally hard whilst also managing their own commitments and challenges throughout this 
difficult time.  
 
The government will also continue to provide support for pupils eligible for benefits-related free 
school meals through the national voucher scheme or lunch parcels to those learning at home during 

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/psychological-first-aid-covid-19/1
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/psychological-first-aid-covid-19/1
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/psychological-first-aid-covid-19/1


term time next half-term. Support will also be available during the half-term holiday for vulnerable 
families through the Covid Winter Grant Scheme. We will shortly send out vouchers provided by 
Hertfordshire County Council for Free School Meals for February half term.  These vouchers are in 
the same format as those sent out to cover the Christmas holidays. 
 
One of the supermarkets, Morrison’s, cannot provide a digital voucher for the full £15 allocation. If 
parents/carers would like to use their voucher at Morrisons, they will need to choose to use £10 
there and the remaining £5 with one of the other three providers; Tesco, Sainsbury’s and Asda. 
 
After February half term, the School will only remain open to vulnerable children and young people 
and the children of critical workers. The School will continue to assess demand for such provision via 
a weekly return from parents and would ask for your support in submitting your requests by the 
deadlines stated. All other students will continue to learn remotely until at least 8 March in line with 
the wider national lockdown measures to help minimise the spread of the virus and respond quickly 
to the new variant(s). 
 
The secondary school and college testing programme is continuing to use lateral flow tests to identify 
cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst staff and students who are asymptomatic. Following new 
advice, NHS Test and Trace and Public Health England have temporarily paused the need for a 
confirmatory PCR test following a positive result with a lateral flow test in secondary schools and 
colleges. Following a positive lateral flow test result taken at school , an individual will need to 
self-isolate in line with government guidance, and contact tracing will need to be undertaken.  

Please carefully read the updated information and arrangements regarding positive coronavirus 
cases over half term: 

● Where a student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus, having developed symptoms 
more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and 
carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

● If a student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus, having developed symptoms within 
48 hours of being in school, the School is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and 
advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 

● As per DfE guidance, we have designated senior staff to be responsible for contact tracing for a 
limited period (11:00 - 12:00) during each day to receive notification of positive cases and advise 
close contacts to self-isolate (this will be carried out by email). 

● Where students are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the first six 
days following the end of term, the School should only be informed about their absence on the 
first day of the new term (Monday 22 February 2021). 

Until Friday 12 February please continue to contact the School if your family may have had contact 
with a person with symptoms or who has tested positive for COVID-19. If your child is self-isolating 
or is being tested for COVID-19 please contact the School by emailing 
medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk and studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk as soon 
as possible. Please confirm the date of the onset of any symptom(s), the test date (and result if 
received) and the date they were last in school. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools#support-for-families
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=5%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=5%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#critical-workers
mailto:medical@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:studentattendance@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


Please refer to the updated Quick Reference Guide for reference. This guide was updated following 
recent consultation with Public Health England and Hertfordshire County Council. I hope that by 
continuing to work together we can keep our community safer. 
 
Enquiries about matters other than COVID-19 until the end of term should be directed to the usual 
email address: admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Matt Fletcher 
Headteacher 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Enrichment Day - Date Change  
 
In order to support your child's personal development and pastoral care, we 
have continued with form time activities and PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education) lessons throughout the current lockdown.  Due to the 
uncertainty regarding students returning to school, we have decided to 
rearrange the Enrichment Day scheduled for 09 March to 16 June.   
 
 
Able and Ambitious   
 
This week's guest speaker for our Able and Ambitious students was Fred Cleary, 
Fred works in the finance sector and shared his wealth of knowledge with our 
students. Fred was originally an investment banker for 20 years and has 
experienced both the English and Australian education systems. The speech was 
a very interesting insight into the skills required to be successful in the financial 
sector. 
 
We are always looking for guest speakers to help inspire our students. If you are interested in 
supporting the Able and Ambitious programme please email Mr Gunn 
staff.gunn@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Coronavirus-Related-Absence-Quick-Reference-Guide-December-2020.pdf?t=1607799357
mailto:admin@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
mailto:staff.gunn@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


South West Herts Partnership 
 
Please see attached the South West Herts Partnership calendar of events which includes online 
parenting from various organisations: 
 

● Online safety  
● Talking teens 
● Understanding behaviour in your child with additional needs 
● Understanding more about ADHD 
● Sleep solutions 
● Handling anger in your family 

 
Invitation for Parents - Success beyond School 
 
InvestIN is delighted to announce two "Success Beyond School" events to help parents supercharge 
their children's career potential. These events are for parents of students aged 12-18 and free to 
attend. Please register here. 
 

● The Skills Surgery 
Wednesday 24th February 
How to break into careers in medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary science 
 

● The Power of Networks 
Wednesday 3rd March 
How your child can build a powerful professional network 

 
 
Young Artists’ Summer Show 
 
Please see details of this year’s exhibition below:The Art Department can submit your child’s artwork 
to the Royal Academy for the online 2021 Exhibition. Please advise your child to join the google 
classroom detailed above for further instructions of how to apply and submit your artwork. Please 
note that if your child would like the school to submit their work, the deadline is 16 April. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://investin.org/pages/parent-series?mc_cid=ee2069ea09&mc_eid=7c620d5cc0
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=57dd91e829&e=7c620d5cc0
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=57dd91e829&e=7c620d5cc0
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=6808702171&e=7c620d5cc0
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=6808702171&e=7c620d5cc0


Emily, Jessica and Camilla Staveley-Taylor - Achievement  
 
Sisters and ex-students of Rickmansworth School, Emily, Jessica 
and Camilla Staveley-Taylor, have talked about their musical 
journey including their tragic loss and their new album. Please 
read the full article in The Independent. Congratulations to The 
Staves! 
 
 
 

Week Commencing 1 February:  Week A 

Whole School letters can be found here on our website.  

GroupCall letters sent out this week:  

Whole School - Feeling Good Week: 8 - 12 February 
Whole School -Ricky Reads February  
Year 13 - GCSE and A - Level Business and A Level Economics: Tutor2U Support Lessons 
Year 12 - GCSE and A - Level Business and A Level Economics: Tutor2U Support Lessons 
Year 11 - GCSE and A - Level Business and A Level Economics: Tutor2U Support Lessons 
Year 10 - GCSE and A - Level Business and A Level Economics: Tutor2U Support Lessons 

https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/music/features/the-staves-interview-good-woman-b1794162.html
https://www.thestaves.com/
https://www.thestaves.com/
https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/654/parent-letters

