
 Year 8 History Judgment Descriptors 

 Enquiry 
 Question 

 Autumn 1 
 What consequences did the 

 Break with Rome have? 

 Autumn 2 
 Oliver Cromwell: hero or 

 villain? 

 Spring 1 
 How much change did the Akan 

 drum see? 

 Spring 2 
 1865-1968, how far did the 

 lives of Black Americans 
 improve? 

 Summer 1 
 Why did British rule end in 

 India by 1947? 

 Summer 1 
 How significant were the 

 Suffragettes in gaining the vote for 
 women by 1918? 

 Key Concept  Cause and Consequence  Interpretation  Change and Continuity  Change and Continuity  Cause and Consequence  Significance 

 Mastery 
 Identifies multiple causes of an 
 event. Grouping together 
 explanations which are linked 
 Uses specific evidence to 
 coherently explain why an 
 event happened. 
 Explains which causes are 
 most important. 
 Can link causes to 
 consequences. 
 Reaches a justified judgement, 
 stating the most important 
 reason 

 Accurately and confidently 

 explains several reasons why 

 an event/individual could be 

 interpreted differently. 

 Includes accurate, relevant 

 and detailed subject 

 knowledge. 

 Reaches a justified and 

 well-explained judgement to 

 the enquiry. 

 Identifies change and continuity 
 within and across different 
 periods of history. 
 Identifies the rate, process, 
 extent and speed of change. 
 Reaches a justified and well 
 explained judgement to the 
 enquiry question. 

 Identifies change and continuity 
 within and across different 
 periods of history. 
 Identifies the rate, process, 
 extent and speed of change. 
 Reaches a justified and well 
 explained judgement to the 
 enquiry question. 

 Identifies multiple causes of 
 an event. Grouping together 
 explanations which are linked 
 Uses specific evidence to 
 coherently explain why an 
 event happened. 
 Explains which causes are 
 most important. 
 Can link causes to 
 consequences. 
 Reaches a justified judgement, 
 stating the most important 
 reason 

 Explains why an event/person is 
 historically significant using accurate, 
 relevant and detailed knowledge. 
 Explicit reference to the language of 
 historical significance. 
 Uses criteria to create a judgement 
 on the significance of an 
 event/person. 
 Challenges/supports other historians' 
 judgements with knowledge to 
 support.. 

 Secure 
 Identifies multiple causes of an 
 event. 
 Uses specific evidence to 
 explain why an event 
 happened. 
 Reaches a justified judgement. 

 Explain some reasons why an 

 event/individual could be 

 interpreted differently. 

 Includes accurate, relevant 

 and detailed subject 

 knowledge. 

 Reaches a justified and 

 well-explained judgement to 

 the enquiry. 

 Places events in chronological 
 order. 
 Identifies and describes the 
 type and extent of change and 
 continuity in past societies. 
 Reaches a justified judgement 
 to the enquiry question 

 Places events in chronological 
 order. 
 Identifies and describes the 
 type and extent of change and 
 continuity in past societies. 
 Reaches a justified judgement 
 to the enquiry question 

 Identifies multiple causes of 
 an event. 
 Uses specific evidence to 
 explain why an event 
 happened. 
 Reaches a justified judgement. 

 Explains why an event/person is 
 historically significant using accurate 
 and relevant knowledge.. 
 Reference to the language of 
 historical significance. 
 Attempts to use criteria to create a 
 judgement on the significance of an 
 event/person. 
 Challenges/supports other historians' 
 judgements with evidence. 

 Developing 
 Can give some reasons why an 
 event in the past happened. 
 Reaches a judgement with 
 little justification. 

 Identified several reasons how 

 an event/individual could be 

 interpreted. 

 Includes mostly accurate, and 

 relevant subject knowledge. 

 Reaches a judgement to the 

 enquiry with some 

 justification. 

 Places events in chronological 
 order. 
 Identifies change and continuity 
 within and across different 
 periods of history. 
 Reaches a judgement to the 

 enquiry with little to no valid 

 justification. 

 Places events in chronological 
 order. 
 Identifies change and continuity 
 within and across different 
 periods of history. 
 Reaches a judgement to the 

 enquiry with little to no valid 

 justification. 

 Can give some reasons why an 
 event in the past happened. 
 Reaches a judgement with 
 little justification. 

 Explains how an event/person is 
 historically significant using some 
 accurate and relevant knowledge. 
 Some reference to the language of 
 historical significance. 
 Implicit use criteria to create a 
 judgement on the significance of an 
 event/person. 
 Some attempt to challenge/support 
 other historians' judgements. 

 Emerging 
 Describes events in the past. 
 No judgement is given. 

 Identifies some reasons how 

 an event/individual could be 

 interpreted. 

 Includes some accurate 

 subject knowledge. 

 No judgement is given. 

 Identifies similarities and 
 differences between different 
 periods of history. 
 No judgement is given. 

 Identifies similarities and 
 differences between different 
 periods of history. 
 No judgement is given. 

 Describes events in the past. 
 No judgement is given. 

 Limited explanation how an 
 event/person is historically 
 significant using knowledge of little 
 relevance. 
 Limited reference to the language of 
 historical significance. 


