
Year 9 History Judgement Descriptors

End of year target =

Enquiry
Question

Autumn 1
Does General Haig

deserve the name ‘the
Butcher of the Somme’?

Autumn 2
How far do you agree

that WWII was
unavoidable?

Spring 1
Why was WWII a total

war for all nations
involved?

Spring 2
Why is it important to

remember the
Holocaust?

Summer 1
Why was there a

Russian revolution in
October 1917?

Summer 1
How did Stalin

control the USSR?

Key
Concept

Interpretation Interpretation Cause and Consequence Significance Cause and
Consequence

Significance

Key skills Knowledge retrieval
Source Analysis

Description
Explanation

Forming an argument

Knowledge retrieval
Source Analysis

Description
Explanation

Forming an argument

Knowledge retrieval
Inference

Source analysis
Explanation

Source analysis
Historical research

Explanation

Knowledge retrieval
Inference

Source analysis
Explanation

Source analysis
Historical research

Explanation

Mastery Identifies what the
historian says about X
and Y.

Accurate and detailed
subject knowledge is
used to support the
interpretation.

Fully explains the extent
to which they agree with
the interpretation whilst
demonstrating an
understanding of the
counter-interpretation.

Identifies what the
historian says about X
and Y.

Accurate and detailed
subject knowledge is
used to support the
interpretation.

Fully explains the extent
to which they agree with
the interpretation whilst
demonstrating an
understanding of the
counter-interpretation.

Identifies multiple
causes of an event and
may show how these are
linked.

Uses accurate and
detailed knowledge to
develop an argument.

Can explain why some
causes are more
important than others.

Explains why an event
or person is historically
significant, making
explicit reference to the
language of historical
significance.

Can apply given sets of
criteria for judging
historical significance
or devise their own.

Can challenge or
support others’
judgements about
significance.

Identifies multiple
causes of an event and
may show how these
are linked.

Uses accurate and
detailed knowledge to
develop an argument.

Can explain why some
causes are more
important than
others.

Explains why an event
or person is
historically significant,
making explicit
reference to the
language of historical
significance.

Can apply given sets
of criteria for judging
historical significance
or devise their own.

Can challenge or
support others’
judgements about
significance.

Secure Identifies what the
historian says about X
and Y.

Accurate and detailed
subject knowledge is
used to support the
interpretation.

Identifies what the
historian says about X
and Y.

Accurate and detailed
subject knowledge is
used to support the
interpretation.

Identifies multiple
causes of an event.

Uses specific evidence to
explain why an event
happened.

Explains which causes
are most important.

Explains why an event
or person is historically
significant, making
explicit reference to the
language of historical
significance (e.g. the
extent to which an
event, person or
development is

Identifies multiple
causes of an event.

Uses specific evidence
to explain why an
event happened.

Explains which causes
are most important.

Explains why an event
or person is
historically significant,
making explicit
reference to the
language of historical
significance (e.g. the
extent to which an
event, person or



States which
interpretation they agree
with and a detailed
explanation why.

Demonstrates an
awareness of the
counter-interpretation.

States which
interpretation they agree
with and a detailed
explanation why.

Demonstrates an
awareness of the
counter-interpretation.

Can link causes to
consequences.

historically ‘revealing’).
Can link causes to
consequences.

development is
historically
‘revealing’).

Developing Identifies what the
historian says about X
and Y.

Accurate and detailed
subject knowledge is
used to support the
interpretation.

States which
interpretation they agree
with and gives some
explanation why.

Identifies what the
historian says about X
and Y.

Accurate and detailed
subject knowledge is
used to support the
interpretation.

States which
interpretation they agree
with and gives some
explanation why.

Identifies multiple
causes of an event.

Uses specific evidence to
explain why an event
happened.

Explains why an event
or person is historically
significant.

Identifies multiple
causes of an event.

Uses specific evidence
to explain why an
event happened.

Explains why an event
or person is
historically significant.

Emerging Attempts to identity what
the historians say about X
and Y

Paraphrases the
extract(s).

Attempts to identity what
the historians say about X
and Y

Paraphrases the
extract(s).

Describes events in the
past.

Shows a basic
understanding of an
event or person,
descriptive language
may be used.

Describes events in
the past.

Shows a basic
understanding of an
event or person,
descriptive language
may be used.


