
 Year 9 History Judgement Descriptors 

 End of year target = 

 Enquiry 
 Question 

 Autumn 1 
 What reputation does General 

 Haig deserve? 

 Autumn 2 
 Why did the world go to war 

 again? 

 Spring 1 
 Why was WWII a total war? 

 Spring 2 
 Why is it important to remember 

 the Holocaust? 

 Summer 1 
 Why was there a Russian revolution 

 in October 1917? 

 Summer 1 
 How did Stalin control the USSR? 

 Key Concept  Interpretation  Cause and Consequence  Sources and evidence  Significance  Cause and Consequence  Significance 

 Mastery 
 Accurately and confidently 

 explains several reasons why an 

 event/individual could be 

 interpreted differently. 

 Includes accurate, relevant and 

 detailed subject knowledge. 

 Reaches a justified and 

 well-explained judgement to the 

 enquiry. 

 Identifies multiple causes of an 
 event. Grouping together 
 explanations which are linked 
 Uses specific evidence to 
 coherently explain why an event 
 happened. 
 Explains which causes are most 
 important, and why. 
 Explains links between cause and 
 consequence. 
 Reaches a justified judgement, 
 stating the most important 
 reason, and why. 

 Accurately identifies the 

 provenance of multiple sources. 

 Analyses the utility of the content 

 of the sources using developed 

 knowledge. 

 Makes developed comments about 

 the utility of the provenance of the 

 sources. 

 Compares the relative utility of 

 sources to demonstrate 

 understanding of how provenance 

 affects the utility of sources 

 content. 

 Explains why an event/person is 
 historically significant. 
 Explicit reference to the language 
 of historical significance. 
 Uses criteria to create a 
 judgement on the significance of 
 an event/person. 
 Challenges/supports other 
 historians' judgements with 
 knowledge to support. 

 Identifies multiple causes of an event. 
 Grouping together explanations 
 which are linked 
 Uses specific evidence to coherently 
 explain why an event happened. 
 Explains which causes are most 
 important, and why. 
 Explains links between cause and 
 consequence. 
 Reaches a justified judgement, stating 
 the most important reason, and why. 

 Explains why an event/person is 
 historically significant. 
 Explicit reference to the language 
 of historical significance. 
 Uses criteria to create a judgement 
 on the significance of an 
 event/person. 
 Challenges/supports other 
 historians' judgements with 
 knowledge to support. 

 Secure 
 Explain some reasons why an 

 event/individual could be 

 interpreted differently. 

 Includes accurate, relevant and 

 detailed subject knowledge. 

 Reaches a judgement to the 

 enquiry with some justification. 

 Identifies multiple causes of an 
 event. Grouping together 
 explanations which are linked 
 Uses specific evidence to explain 
 why an event happened. 
 Explains which causes are most 
 important. 
 Can link causes to consequences. 
 Reaches a judgement, stating the 
 most important reason, with some 
 justification. 

 Identifies the provenance of the 

 sources. 

 Analyses the utility of the content 

 of the sources using knowledge to 

 support. 

 Makes developed comments about 

 the utility of the provenance of the 

 sources. 

 Explains why an event/person is 
 historically significant  using 
 accurate, relevant and detailed 
 knowledge.. 
 Reference to the language of 
 historical significance. 
 Attempts to use criteria to create 
 a judgement on the significance of 
 an event/person. 
 Challenges/supports other 
 historians' judgements with 
 knowledge to support. 

 Identifies multiple causes of an event. 
 Grouping together explanations 
 which are linked 
 Uses specific evidence to explain why 
 an event happened. 
 Explains which causes are most 
 important. 
 Can link causes to consequences. 
 Reaches a judgement, stating the 
 most important reason, with some 
 justification. 

 Explains why an event/person is 
 historically significant  using 
 accurate, relevant and detailed 
 knowledge.. 
 Reference to the language of 
 historical significance. 
 Attempts to use criteria to create a 
 judgement on the significance of 
 an event/person. 
 Challenges/supports other 
 historians' judgements with 
 knowledge to support. 

 Developing 
 Identified several reasons how an 

 event/individual could be 

 interpreted. 

 Includes mostly accurate, and 

 relevant subject knowledge. 

 Reaches a judgement to the 

 enquiry with little valid 

 justification. 

 Identifies multiple causes of an 
 event. 
 Uses specific evidence to explain 
 why an event happened. 
 Reaches a judgement, with little 
 valid justification 

 Identifies the provenance of the 

 source. 

 Can explain why the content of the 

 source is useful using the source 

 and knowledge to support. 

 Makes (undeveloped) comments 

 about the utility of the provenance 

 of the source. 

 Explains how an event/person is 
 historically significant using 
 accurate and relevant knowledge.. 
 Some reference to the language of 
 historical significance. 
 Implicit use criteria to create a 
 judgement on the significance of 
 an event/person. 
 Some attempt to 
 challenge/support other 
 historians' judgements. 

 Identifies multiple causes of an event. 
 Uses specific evidence to explain why 
 an event happened. 
 Reaches a judgement, with little valid 
 justification 

 Explains how an event/person is 
 historically significant using 
 accurate and relevant knowledge. 
 Some reference to the language of 
 historical significance. 
 Implicit use criteria to create a 
 judgement on the significance of 
 an event/person. 
 Some attempt to 
 challenge/support other 
 historians' judgements. 

 Emerging 
 Identifies some reasons how an 

 event/individual could be 

 interpreted. 

 Includes some accurate subject 

 knowledge. 

 Reaches a judgement with no 
 justification. 

 Can give some reasons why an 
 event in the past happened. 
 Reaches a judgement with no 
 justification. 

 Shows a basic understanding of the 

 provenance and/or content of the 

 source. 

 Inaccuracies will be present. 

 Some explanation how an 
 event/person is historically 
 significant.using knowledge of 
 little relevance. 
 Limited reference to the language 
 of historical significance 

 Can give some reasons why an event 
 in the past happened. 
 Reaches a judgement with no 
 justification. 

 Some explanation how an 
 event/person is historically 
 significant.using knowledge of 
 little relevance. 
 Limited reference to the language 
 of historical significance 


