
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - ENGLISH - YEAR 7
Supporting all students in their learning journey to ‘know more, remember more and do more’.

Year Group:  7 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic Key
Concepts/Knowledge

An Introduction to Shakespeare
and the Literary Canon

An introduction to the influence
of historical events and social
conventions on literature;
understanding texts in their
contexts.

Review of genre and its
conventions - tragedy, comedy
and history. Introduction to
excerpts from a range of
Shakespeare's works and the
influence this has on later works
of literature.

Introduction to the novel - ‘A
Christmas Carol’

Prose fiction analysis - close
reading of the novel, with
overarching discussion of themes.
Development of context in
relation to literature.

Extract analysis to explore the
writer's intention and effect on
the reader.

Analysis of novel structure and
writer’s intention.

Non-fiction – Travel Writing

Introduced to a variety of writing
styles (adverts, letters) and
identity. Writing for different
audiences and purposes.

Supporting ideas and writing with
persuasive linguistic techniques.

Analysis of non-fiction forms and
transactional writing.

Introduction to Poetry

Studying a variety of poems to
understand the different
techniques a writer will use.

Recognising a range of poetic
conventions and understanding
how these have been used.

Exploring how language,
structure, and form create
meaning.

Exploring Mythology and
Original Writing

Exploring a variety of forms of
writing through the exploration
of mythological creatures.

Applying growing knowledge of
vocabulary, grammar and text
structure to their writing and
select the appropriate form for
the audience.

Analysing Diverse Prose Fiction

GCSE skills of retrieval,
explanation and analysis used to
explore a diverse range of
creative prose.

Analysis of writer’s choices of
language and structure.

Extra-Curricular
opportunities

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Shakespeare’.
Opportunity to win house points.

Advent and Christmas activities
school-wide.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - A Christmas Carol’.
Opportunity to win house points.

Possible opportunities to make
contact with pen-pals through
the English Department
organised contacts.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Travel Writing’.
Opportunity to win house points.

Opportunities to take part in
creative writing competitions
within the school and by
independent bodies e.g. Young
Writers.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Prose Writing’.
Opportunity to win house points.

Opportunities to take part in
creative writing competitions
within the school and by
independent bodies e.g. Young
Writers.

Competition to win the “position”
for “Top Mythological Creature”.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Mythology’.

Discussions with librarian over
wider variety of diverse texts.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Poetry Writing’
Opportunity to win house points.

Opportunities to develop
the whole student
(Ricky R’s)

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Resourceful - research tasks.

Resilience - analysis of
Shakespeare’s use of language.

Wider reading -modern
interpretations of Shakespeare
e.g. The King of Shadows.

Analysis of films based on
Shakespeare's plays.

Respect - British values. Class
discussion regarding British
traditions.

Responsibility - class discussion/
debate exploring the
responsibility we have as
individuals in society.

Respect - British values. Class
discussion and research of other
places, people and cultures.

Reflect - class discussion /debate
impact on actions and opinions
can have on others.

British Values - discussing
democracy/ law regarding travel
to the UK and abroad.

Respect - British values. Class
discussion, analysis and research
tasks of other places, people and
cultures through poetry.

Reflect - class discussion /debate
impact on actions and opinions
can have on others.

British Values - research tasks,
encouraging tolerance of
different cultures.

Respect - British values. Class
discussion, analysis and research
tasks of other places, people,
cultures and mythologies.

British Values - research tasks,
encouraging tolerance of
different cultures.
Wider reading - different
mythologies.

Resilience - opportunity to
practise skills which will
eventually be assessed at GCSE.

Wider reading - short stories and
different approaches to writing
stories.


