
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - ENGLISH YEAR 8
Supporting all students in their learning journey to ‘know more, remember more and do more’.

Year Group  8 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic Key
Concepts/Knowledge

Shakespeare’s ‘Julius
Caesar’

Review of genre - tragedy,
comedy and history.

Exploring features of
history play in greater
depth.

Analysing language and
how it presents meaning
in a text.

Reading a variety of extracts
to understand why
Shakespeare’s text is
revered.

Gothic Literature - ‘The
Tell Tale Heart’ and other
extracts

An introduction to genre
through reading a variety of
different extracts from the
Gothic and understanding
its conventions.

Studying the effects of
setting, plot, and
character and how they
shape a text.

Non-fiction - different
forms - Dragon’s Den

Reviewing persuasive
features of a text.

Students create their own
products and craft their
writing for a variety of
different audiences
(TV/Radio).

Poetry as Protest

Recapping different poetic
terminology.

Exploring origins of
protest poetry.

Analysing different examples
of protest poetry from
different cultures.

Analysing form,
structure, and language
and its effect.

George Orwell’s Animal
Farm

Close reading of the novel,
with overarching discussion
of themes. Development of
context in relation to
literature.

Exploring context and its
effect. Discussions of the
use of allegory and the
Russian revolution.

Analysis of a whole text
character/ theme and
structure.

Social Issues and
Non-fiction Writing

Exploring how writers
present their views
through language in
nonfiction texts.

Study of a variety of
contemporary social issues
and how they are addressed
in nonfiction.

GCSE skills (similar to
language paper 2 AQA) of
retrieval, explanation and
analysis.

Extra-Curricular
opportunities

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Shakespeare’.
Opportunity to win house
points.

Opportunities to take part in
creative writing competitions
within the school and by
independent bodies e.g.
Young Writers.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Gothic
Literature’.
Opportunity to win house
points.

Links with business in this
unit with external
businessmen coming in to
talk and evaluate the
pitches.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Transactional
Writing’.
Opportunity to win house
points.

Opportunities to take part in
poetry writing competitions
within the school and by
independent bodies e.g.
Young Writers.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Protest Poetry

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Novel’
Opportunity to win house
points.

’Opportunities to take part in
creative writing competitions
within the school and by
independent bodies e.g.
Young Writers.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu’ .
Opportunity to win house
points.

Opportunities to
develop the whole
student
(Ricky R’s)

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Resourceful - research tasks

Resilience - analysis of
Shakespeare’s use of
language.

Discussion of adaptations of
Shakespeare’s plays.

Respect - British values.
Class discussion and
research of other places,
people and cultures.

Wider reading - classic
Gothic novels e.g. Dracula,
Frankenstein

Respect - British values.
Class discussion and
research of other places,
people and cultures.

Reflect - class discussion
/debate impact on actions
and opinions can have on
others.

British Values - discussing
Democracy/ Law regarding
travel to the UK and abroad.

Respect - British values.
Class discussion, analysis
and research tasks of other
places, people and cultures
through protest poetry.

British Values - research
tasks, encouraging Tolerance
of Different Cultures.

Reflect - class discussion
/debate around the novel’s
key themes.

Respect - British values.
Class discussion of other
ideas/ viewpoints.

Wider reading - other 20th
century novels

Wider reading about
different issues in
contemporary society.

Resilience - opportunity to
practise skills which will
eventually be assessed at
GCSE.

Wider reading - short stories
and different approaches to
writing stories.


