
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - ENGLISH YEAR 9
Supporting all students in their learning journey to ‘know more, remember more and do more

Year Group  9 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic Key
Concepts/Knowledge

Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo
and Juliet’

An exploration of one of
Shakespeare’s greatest
works - through this we
will be exploring the
conventions of a
tragedy.

Through key extracts we
will be analysing
language, form, and
structure, and their effect
on the text.

Purple Hibiscus

Discussion of a text
from a different culture.
Close reading of the
novel to understand
how a writer crafts
themes and characters.

Analysis of key
extracts to
understand the effect
of a writer’s
language.

Film unit: a visual
language.

This unit is designed to give
students a taster of film
studies before choosing their
GCSE options

Students will develop their
analysis skills by exploring
key areas of film and film
theory. This will also
coincide with LGBT+ history
month and we will have a
couple of lessons exploring
representation.

Students will also develop
their English skills by looking
at inference, structure and
how meaning is constructed.

Crime, Punishment and
Injustice (Language Paper 2)

Students will build GCSE skills
through exploration of nonfiction
extracts on crime and
punishment.

Students taught key skills of
retrieval, synthesis, analysis
of language.

They will build exam techniques
to prepare for GCSE.

War Poetry

Introduced to a variety of
war poems - recap of poetic
terminology.

Students will be exploring
context and the impact it
has on a text.

Students will also analyse
how context and language
link.

Approaches to creative
writing.

Exploration of different authors
and how to successfully write in
those styles.

Crafting writing to write
fluently using a variety of
linguistic devices.

Students learn the importance
of redrafting and how to
improve their own style.

Extra-Curricular
opportunities

Challenge activities from
the ‘Ricky Menu -
Shakespeare’. Opportunity
to win house points.

Promotion of other texts
that deal with race-
through a reading list.

Challenge activities from
the ‘Ricky Menu - Teen
Prose Fiction’.
Opportunity to win
house points.

Take part in reading
challenge: Read 16
Classics by 16.

Participation in Film Club-

Promotion of the Film GSCE
course

Suggested further watching

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Teen Prose Fiction’.
Opportunity to win house points.

Opportunity to read non fiction
texts dealing with Crime,
Punishment and Injustice.

Opportunities to take part in
poetry writing competitions
within the school and by
independent bodies e.g.
Young Writers.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - War Poetry’

Opportunities to take part in
creative writing competitions
within the school and by
independent bodies e.g. Young
Writers.

Challenge activities from the
‘Ricky Menu - Prose Writing’.
Opportunity to win house
points.

Opportunities to
develop the whole
student
(Ricky R’s)

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Resourceful - research
tasks

Resilience - analysis of
Shakespeare’s use of
language.

Wider reading -modern
interpretations of
Shakespeare e.g.
Bollywood

Analysis of film /music
videos based on
Shakespeare's ‘Romeo and
Juliet’.

Reflect - class
discussion on the effects
of colonialism

Research into other
cultures e.g. Nigeria

British Values - research
tasks.

Reflect - class discussion
/debate reality television
and impact on society.
Debate close circuit
cameras.

British Values - research
tasks.

Wider reading - ‘1984’ -
George Orwell.

Respect - British values. Class
discussion and research of other
places, people and cultures..

Reflect - class discussion /debate
impact on actions and opinions
can have on others.

British Values - discussing
Democracy/ Law regarding travel
to the UK and abroad.

Respect - British values.
Class discussion, analysis
and research tasks of other
places, people and cultures
through war poetry.

British Values - research
tasks, encouraging Tolerance
of Different Cultures.

Resilience - opportunity to
practise skills which will
eventually be assessed at
GCSE.

Wider reading - short stories
and different approaches to
writing stories e.g. Bill Bryson.


