
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - GEOGRAPHY - YEAR 7
Supporting all students in their learning journey to ‘know more, remember more and do more’.

Year Group: 7 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic key concepts/
knowledge

Geographical concepts for all
units:

1. Place knowledge &
understanding
2. Relationships &
interconnections between
human/physical geography
3. Scale & temporal change
over time.

In all units we enable our
students to:
Think. Speak. Analyse &
Link like a geographer

What is geography?

Knowledge & concepts:
Gain an understanding of the
differences between human,
physical and environmental
geography and the relationship
between them.

How does the restless nature of
our planet impact our lives?

Knowledge & concepts:
Understand, through the use of
detailed place-based examples at
a variety of scales, the key
processes in  physical geography
relating to plate tectonics and
geological timescales.
Including:
The structure of the earth.
The influence of plate tectonics
on the location of tectonic
hazards.
Why volcanoes erupt.
What the effects of a volcanic
eruption can have on places.
Why do people live in tectonically
hazardous areas?
How can places respond to a
tectonic disaster?

Geographical  Skills:
Description
Explanation
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Decision making exercise

Are there too many people on
the planet?

Knowledge & concepts:
Understand, through the use of
detailed place-based examples
at a variety of scales, the key
processes in human geography
relating to: population and
urbanisation; international
development.
Including:
Gain an understanding of why
we study population.
The reasons why some places
are crowded and others empty.
Understand the reasons for
why a country’s population may
change over time.
What will the world’s
population be like in the future?
Understand the cause and
effect of migration on people
and places.
Reasons why government’s try
to control their population and
the effects.

Geographical  Skills:
Knowledge Retrieval
Inference
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Description
Explanation

Are cities a place of hope or
despair?

Knowledge & concepts:
Understand how human and
physical processes interact to
influence, and change
landscapes.
Including:
Understand how humans have
influenced the growth of cities,
including the megacity.
Causes and effects of people
moving to cities.
How have cities like Rio coped
with the rapid growth of the
city?
What solutions can cities draw
on to improve?
How can cities be more
sustainable?
What does the future hold for
cities and people that live in
them?

Geographical  Skills:
Categorising - social, economic
& environmental
Description
Explanation
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Decision making exercise &
justifying choices.
Ranking information
Map skills

How do rivers influence life &
death?

Knowledge & concepts:
Understand, through the use of
detailed place-based examples
at a variety of scales, the key
processes in: physical
geography relating to:
hydrology.

Understand how human and
physical processes interact to
influence, and change
landscapes, environments and
the climate; and how human
activity relies on effective
functioning of natural systems
such as the water cycle.
Including:
The role of rivers in the water
cycle.
Processes and landforms
created by rivers.
Why rivers are important.
The causes and effects of
flooding.

Geographical Skills:
Categorising - social, economic
& environmental
Description
Explanation
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Map skills

How does our local river
compare to others?

Knowledge: & concepts
Use of fieldwork to collect,
analyse and draw conclusions
from geographical data, using
multiple sources of increasingly
complex information.
Including:
How does our local river
compare to the study of rivers?

Geographical Skills:
Knowledge Retrieval
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Description
Explanation
Forming a hypothesis
Collecting data
Forming conclusions based on
data
Data presentation

Soil: how does it support life on
the planet?

Knowledge & concepts:
Use of fieldwork to collect,
analyse and draw conclusions
from geographical data, using
multiple sources of increasingly
complex information.

Understand, through the use of
detailed place-based examples
at a variety of scales, the key
processes in:  physical
geography relating to:  rocks,
weathering and soils.
Including:
Knowledge of different types of
rock and where they come from
in the rock cycle.
The use of rocks in everyday
life.
Processes of weathering and
how it affects us.
What soil is and why we need it.
Understanding the relationship
between water and soil.
How does our school
demonstrate differences in
infiltration

Geographical Skills:
Description
Explanation
Forming a hypothesis
Collecting data
Forming conclusions based on
data

Extra Curricular
opportunities

Creative volcano competition River Chess  fieldwork Soil investigation

Opportunities to develop the
whole student (Ricky
Learner)

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Relationships - Group work.
Reflective - reviewing and
comparing different
places/cultures.
Resourceful - Using a variety of
data to gather information.
Resilience - developing their
geographical skills from primary
school.
Respect - discussions as a class.
Responsibility -  gather
information in groups.

Relationships - understanding
government influence on
population.
Reflective - What are the
causes and effects of
population change.
Resourceful -Data analysis
Resilience - Using new
terminology.
Respect -discussions as a class.
Responsibility - gather
information in groups.

Relationships - understanding
of different levels of
development.
Reflective - comparing cities
Resourceful - using a variety of
data sources to gather
information.
Resilience - changes in places.
Respect -for  differing levels of
wealth
Responsibility - working in
teams to gather evidence.

Relationships - Interaction
between physical processes and
human actions.
Reflective - causes of flooding
Resourceful - gathering
evidence from a range of
sources
Resilience - use of key terms
Respect - group work activities.
Responsibility - playing a role in
group work activities.

Relationships - between local
example  and theory.
Reflective - the significance
velocity, width and depth of the
river channel
Resourceful - Using evidence to
explain views.
Resilience - Applying theory to
the investigation
Respect - group work
Responsibility - teams to gather
evidence.

Relationships - Group work.
Reflective - reviewing rock
types and uses.
Resourceful - Using data to
gather information.
Resilience - developing
independent fieldwork skills
Respect - discussions as a class.
Responsibility - to gather
information in their groups.


