
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - GEOGRAPHY - YEAR 9
Supporting all students in their learning journey to ‘know more, remember more and do more’.

Year Group: 9 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic key concepts/
knowledge

Geographical concepts for all
units:

1. Place knowledge &
understanding
2. Relationships &
interconnections between
human/physical geography
3. Scale & temporal change
over time.

In all units we enable our
students to:
Think. Speak. Analyse &
Link like a geographer

What is the tectonic geography of
Asia?

Knowledge & concepts:
Students will extend their locational
knowledge and deepen their spatial
awareness of the world’s countries
using maps of the world to focus on
Asia’s environmental regions,
including key physical
characteristics.

Students will identify the physical
geography of Asia.
Deepen their understanding of how
the structure of the earth affects
how the tectonic plates move.
Explain causes, effects and
responses to tectonic hazards in
Asia.
Explain reasons for similarities and
differences in the effect & responses
in two contrasting locations in Asia
prone to tectonic hazards.

Geographical  Skills:
Description
Explanation
Analysing and interpreting different
data sources
Chain of reasoning
Drawing conclusions based on
evidence

What is the human geography of
Asia?

Knowledge & concepts:
Students will extend their
locational knowledge and deepen
their spatial awareness of the
world’s countries using maps of
the world to focus on Asia’s
environmental regions, including
key human characteristics,
countries and major cities.

Students will identify the human
geography of Asia.
Evaluate how effective
population policies have been in
Asia.
Consider the cause of ageing
populations and the effect this is
having in the region.
Interpret population pyramids
and use them to explain trends.
Discuss the solutions to
population issues in the region.
Apply this knowledge of
population issues to the UK.

Geographical  Skills:
Knowledge Retrieval
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Description
Explanation
Evaluating
Categorising data
Drawing conclusions based on
evidence

To what extent is Africa a place of
opportunity or challenges?

Knowledge & concepts:
Students will extend their
locational knowledge and deepen
their spatial awareness of the
world’s countries using maps of
the world to focus on Africa’s
environmental regions, including
key physical and human
characteristics, countries and
major cities.

Students understand Africa is a
diverse continent.
Understand different perceptions
of Africa.
Explain what development is & the
causes of the development gap.
Explain how technology can
reduce the development gap.
Consider the economic & social
success stories within Africa.
Evaluate the impact of TNC’s.
Explain the consequences of
natural resources conflict.
Evaluate the opportunities and
challenges for people living by the
River Nile.

Geographical  Skills:
Categorising - social, economic &
environmental
Description
Explanation
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Ranking effects information
Map skills

To what extent are cold
environments under threat?

Knowledge & concepts:
Understand how human and
physical processes interact to
influence, and change
landscapes, environments and
the climate. Including the
change in climate from the Ice
Age to the present and
glaciation

Students will demonstrate
understanding of what a cold
environment is like and where
they are found.
Understand how glaciers can
create landforms.
Compare the features of
tundra and polar biomes.
Explain why cold
environments are so fragile
and in need of protection.
Evaluate the opportunities
and challenges in cold
environments.
Apply knowledge to a decision
making exercise.

Geographical Skills:
Analysis of text/news articles
Explanation
Gathering, presenting and
analysing data
Critical thinking
Categorising & forming
conclusions based on evidence
Evaluating

To what extent are our cities
sustainable?

Knowledge & concepts:
Understand how human and
physical processes interact to
influence, and change landscapes.

Understand the patterns of
urbanisation and growth of cities,
including the megacity.
Identify inequality within cities.
Evaluate the social, economic and
environmental challenges and
opportunities facing cities.
Explain how squatter settlements
can be improved.
Evaluate two contrasting cities in
their journey towards
sustainability.

Geographical Skills:
Knowledge Retrieval
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Description
Explanation
Categorising & forming conclusions
based on evidence
Evaluating

To what extent is our school
sustainable?

Knowledge & concepts:
The use of fieldwork to collect,
analyse and draw conclusions
from geographical data, using
multiple sources of increasingly
complex information.

Students will show
understanding of sustainability,
urban greening, greenfield,
brownfield and regeneration.

Geographical Skills:
Knowledge Retrieval
Analysing and interpreting
different data sources
Description
Explanation
Forming a hypothesis
Collecting data
Forming conclusions based on
data
Data presentation

Extra Curricular
opportunities

Sustainability investigation

Opportunities to develop the
whole student (Ricky
Learner)

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Relationships - Group work.
Reflective - impact of effects of
tectonic hazards.
Resourceful - Using a variety of data
to gather information.
Resilience - developing their
geographical skills from Yr 7 &8
Respect - discussions as a class.
Responsibility - gather information
in groups.

Relationships - government &
population
Reflective - How have
governments affected population
Resourceful -data analysis
Resilience - critically evaluating
Respect - cultural differences.
Responsibility - Decision making.

Relationships - perception versus
reality in Africa.
Reflective - consider what
influences perceptions
Resourceful - using a variety of
data sources to gather
information.
Resilience - evaluating
Respect - cultural diversity
Responsibility - ethical decisions

Relationships - Interaction
between fragile environments
& human actions.
Reflective - collective
responsibility
Resourceful - data analysis
Resilience - use of key terms
Respect - group work
activities.
Responsibility - decision based

Relationships - between levels of
development & sustainability.
Reflective - impact of rapid growth
Resourceful - evidence based
conclusions.
Resilience - applying ideas from
Y7/8 e.g. migration.
Respect - for cultural diversity
Responsibility - concept of
citizenship.

Relationships - sustainability &
impact around school.
Reflective - How do our actions
influence our environment?
Resourceful -data analysis
Resilience - Fieldwork -
independent investigation.
Respect -discussions as a class.
Responsibility - gather
information in groups.


