
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - HISTORY - YEAR 8
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Year Group: 8 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic key concepts/knowledge

Why did Henry VIII break from
Rome (and with what

consequences)?

Knowledge:
Students will be required to
know how and why England
ceased to be a Roman Catholic
country in 1534 and why this
was so significant throughout
their dynasty and onwards.
Students should understand
the political, foreign and
religious aspects of the reigns
of the Tudor monarch,
particularly from Henry VIII to
Elizabeth I.
Catholic, Protestant,
reformation, dissolution,
heresy, divorce, annulment,
heir, armada

Historical Concept:
Cause and consequence

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Inference
● Source analysis
● Explanation

Oliver Cromwell: Hero or
Villain?

Knowledge:
Students will be required to
know why King Charles I lost
control of England and went to
war with supporters of the
parliament, how and why he
was defeated and how England
was ruled by Oliver Cromwell.
They should also know why the
monarchy was restored after
Cromwell’s death.
Students should understand
the causes of the English Civil
War and how Oliver Cromwell’s
‘English Commonwealth’ could
be viewed in either heroic or
villainous terms depending on
the interpretation.
Monarchy, parliament,
Roundhead, Cavalier, civil war,
treason, dictator/ dictatorship,
restoration

Historical Concept:
Interpretation

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Source analysis
● Description
● Explanation
● Forming an argument

How much change did the
Akan Drum see?

Knowledge:
Students will be required to
know how the Trans-Atlantic
slave developed and the
process by which African slaves
were transported to the
Americas. They will then need
to know how slaves proceeded
from auction to the plantations
and the degree to which their
lives changed or remained the
same during this process. They
should also know how some
slaves resisted or escaped and
how this was possible in the US
prior to emancipation
Students should understand
the concept of ownership of
other human beings and how
this changed from being an
acceptable practice to being
banned in the British Empire by
1835
Slavery, Trans-Atlantic, middle
passage, auction, plantation,
emancipation

Historical Concept:
Change and continuity

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Inference
● Source Analysis
● Explanation

Slavery to Civil Rights: How far
did lives of Black Americans

change?

Knowledge:
Students will be required to
know what the causes and
significance of the American
Civil War were and how this led
to emancipation. In addition
how former slaves fared in the
100 years following
emancipation and how the civil
rights era began. Also who the
leaders of the movement were,
their methods and how
successful they were.
Students should understand
what civil rights are, how black
Americans had been denied
rights and which rights in
particular they were fighting
for.
Civil rights, protest, National
Guard, sit-in, federal,
assassination, Ku Klux Klan,

Historical Concept:
Change and continuity

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Inference
● Source Analysis
● Explanation

Why did British rule end in
India by 1947?

Knowledge:
Students will be required to
know how Britain managed to
create the largest empire in
world history and how they
took control of India. They
should also know how Britain
survived the mutiny of 1857/8
and why Britain left India in
1947.
Students should understand
why British rule was challenged
in 1857, how British rule over
India changed after 1858 to
1947 and the specific reasons
for Britain leaving and India
gaining independence in 1947.
Private company, Mughals,
empire, rebellion, mutiny,
British Raj, independence,
Satyagraha, partition

Historical Concept:
Cause and consequence

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Inference
● Description
● Source Analysis
● Explanation

How significant were the
Suffragettes in gaining the vote

for women by 1918?

Knowledge:
Students will be required to
know what life was like for
women in the Victoria era, how
and why the women’s suffrage
movement began and how it
split between the moderate
Suffragists and the more
aggressive Suffragettes. They
should also know what impact
WWI had on the movement and
why and to what extent the
government gave women the
vote by 1918.
Students should understand
the importance of the actions of
the two protest groups, the
significance of WWI and why
the movement accepted limited
voting for women by 1918.
Suffrage, Suffragist,
Suffragette, protest, militant,
act of parliament

Historical Concept:
Significance

Historical Skills:
● Source analysis
● Historical research
● Explanation

Extra Curricular opportunities Trip to the British Museum

Opportunities to develop the
whole student

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Relationships - Between the
Church and state.
Reflective - Difference between
Catholicism and Protestantism.
Resourceful - Using evidence to
formulate an argument.
Resilience - the upheaval of
society.
Respect - for different cultures
and beliefs.
Responsibility - for gathering
evidence to support arguments.

Relationships - Students work
in groups to gather evidence.
Reflective - On the idea of a
Republic and a Monarchy.
Resourceful - Use information
to reach a judgement on
differing interpretations.
Resilience - What society was
like during this societal
upheaval.
Respect - For one another
during group work.
Responsibility - To research

Relationships - Students work
in groups to gather evidence.
Reflective - The British role in
the slave trade.
Resourceful - Use of
information to support
understanding.
Resilience - The concept of
human rights.
Respect - For different cultures
and traditions.
Responsibility - For their role in
group work.

Relationships - Students work
in groups to gather evidence.
Reflective - The Civil Rights
movement in America.
Resourceful - Use of evidence
to support arguments.
Resilience - the concept of
human rights.
Respect - for different cultures
and tradition.s
Responsibility - in group
discussions.

Relationships - Between Britain
and its empire.
Reflective - On society and the
rule of law.
Resourceful - Use of evidence
to support arguments.
Resilience - The concept of
human rights.
Respect - for different cultures
and traditions.
Responsibility - In class group
work.

Relationships - Different forms
of protest.
Reflective - The effectiveness of
passive and active resistance.
Resourceful - Use of evidence
to support arguments.
Resilience - The struggle for
female suffrage.
Respect - For equality.
Responsibility - In class group
work.
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further evidence to support
arguments.


