
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - HISTORY - YEAR 9
Supporting all students in their learning journey to ‘know more, remember more and do more’.

Year Group: 9 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic key concepts/knowledge

What reputation does General
Haig deserve’?

Knowledge:
Students begin their study of
year 9 examining the tense
early years of the twentieth
century as nation states of
Europe divided into two
alliances which promised to
defend each other from attack.
Students will focus on the
Battle of the Somme and the
different historical
interpretations of the event
which have arisen.

Historical Concept:
Interpretation

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Source analysis
● Description
● Explanation
● Forming an argument

Why did the world go to war
again?

Knowledge:
Following The Great War,
historians argued that the
world lived under ‘the shadow
of Versailles’. As with all events
in history, a multitude of causes
lie behind them. Students will
examine the factors that led to
the outbreak of another great
war, twenty years following the
first, and decide for themselves
whether World War Two could
have been avoided, or if the
legacy of WWI had created an
environment in which another
war was unavoidable.

Historical Concept:
Cause and consequence

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Source analysis
● Description
● Explanation
● Forming an argument

Why was World War Two a
‘total war’?

Knowledge:
World War Two transformed
and modernised warfare on a
scale similar to the First World
War. All nations involved
suffered, but to different
degrees. Students will examine
the main countries involved in
WWII and their role in conflict.
In deciding whether each
country experienced a ‘total
war’, students will need to
examine the political, economic,
social and cultural impact on
each individual state.

Historical Concept:
Evidence

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Inference
● Source Analysis
● Explanation

Why is it important to
remember the Holocaust?

Knowledge:
In studying one of the most
complex histories of the
twentieth century, students
learn of the Holocaust through
the stories of individiuals and
the impact that the Nazi regime
oversaw. In studying individuals
this unit hopes to humanise the
victims of the Holocaust and
develop students empathy.

Historical Concept:
Significance

Historical Skills:
● Source Analysis
● Historical research
● Explanation

Why was there a Russian
Revolution in October 1917?

Knowledge:
This unit of study is one of two
parts. Students will spend the
final summer of year 9 focusing
on the development of Russia
over the twentieth century. As
with all historical events, there
are multiple causes behind the
October 1917 revolution that
need examining before
students reach their own
conclusion on the causes of the
revolution.

Historical Concept:
Cause and consequence

Historical Skills:
● Knowledge retrieval
● Inference
● Source Analysis
● Explanation

How did Stalin control the
USSR?

Knowledge:
Having studied the rise of the
Bolshevik Party and the
October Revolution, students
continue chronologically to
study the impact that Stalin’s
rule had on the USSR. Through
this topic students will examine
how Stalin kept control of the
Soviet Union, and the extent to
which he ‘betrayed the
revolution’.

Historical Concept:
Significance

Historical Skills:
● Source Analysis
● Historical research
● Explanation

Extra Curricular opportunities Battlefields Trip Holocaust Survivor Testimony

Opportunities to develop the
whole student

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Relationships - Group work.
Reflective - Use of evidence to
reach a judgement.
Resourceful - Exploring
different sources.
Resilience - Formulating a
judgement.
Respect - For different classes
in society
Responsibility - During group
work in class.

Relationships - Group work.
Reflective - different causes of
an event.
Resourceful - weighing up
views against fact.
Resilience - in reaching a
judgement.
Respect - for different societies.
Responsibility - during group
work in class.

Relationships - Between
different nations.
Reflective - Differing
experiences of countries.
Resourceful - Researching
evidence to support views.
Resilience - Defining and
supporting views.
Respect - of different cultures.
Responsibility - During group
work in class.

Relationships - Individual case
studies.
Reflective - Individual case
studies.
Resourceful - Gathering
evidence of the different
experiences.
Resilience - Of individuals.
Respect - For different cultures
and religions.
Responsibility - During group
work in class.

Relationships - Group work.
Reflective - On different causes
of an event.
Resourceful - categorising
factors.
Resilience - Justifying
conclusions.
Respect - For different religions
and cultures.
Responsibility - During group
work in class.

Relationships - Between East
and West.
Reflective - On differing
experiences of countries and
individuals.
Resourceful - Use of evidence
to support arguments.
Resilience - Experience of
individual case studies.
Respect - For different cultures.
Responsibility - During group
work in class.


