
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - RELIGIOUS STUDIES- YEAR 8
Supporting all students in their learning journey to ‘know more, remember more and do more’.

Year Group: 8 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic key concepts/
knowledge

What is the impact of
disagreements?
1. What was Arabia like before

Islam?
2. What are the events of

Muhammad’s life?
3. What happened when

Muhammad died?
4. How are Sunni and Shia

different from one another?
5. How have the events of Early

Islam shaped the faith?

Why do religions have rules?
1. How do Muslims join the

faith?
2. Why do Muslims perform

wudu?
3. How and why do Muslims

pray?
4. How do Muslims show their

faith through charity?
5. Why do Muslims fast

during Ramadan?
6. Is it necessary to go on a

pilgrimage to show
devotion?

7. Is Jihad a pillar of Islam?

Is there only one God?
1. Where and when did

Hinduism begin?
2. What do Hindus

understand God to be?
3. What are the main

gods/goddesses of
Hinduism?

4. Why are there multiple
gods in Hinduism?

5. Which god should be first
worshipped and why?

How different are Eastern and
Western Religious Practices?
1. How do Hindus worship?
2. Why do Hindus prefer to

worship at home rather
than in a mandir?

3. Why is light an important
symbol in Hinduism?

4. What is the story of Rama
and Sita?

5. How does the story of
Rama and Sita impact
Hindus today?

6. How and why is Diwali
celebrated?

Can there be an end to
suffering?
1. Where and when did

Buddhism begin?
2. Why did Siddhartha

Gautama create a new
religion?

3. Are the Four Noble Truths
really truths?

4. What is the ‘Middle Way’
and how can these rules
apply to us?

5. Should the five precepts
apply to everyone?

6. What is the Sangha and
why might a Buddhist join?

Is Buddhism a religion or
philosophy?
1. How is Buddhist worship

different to Hindu worship?
2. Why do Buddhists worship

if they don’t believe in a
God?

3. What are the benefits of
meditation?

4. Why might a monk or nun
renounce the world?

5. What do Buddhists think
happens when we die?

6. What is enlightenment and
is it achievable for all?

Extra Curricular
opportunities

Buddhism House Competition.

Opportunities to develop the
whole student (Ricky
Learner)

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Relationships – Pupils develop an understanding of people with different ideas and backgrounds being able to work collaboratively on projects and sharing ideas.

Reflective – Pupils reflect upon their own religious beliefs in relation to those of others through the consideration of key questions such as ‘What do Hindus understand to be God?’ and ‘Can there be an end
to suffering?’

Resourceful – Pupils use a range of resources to support their learning and develop an awareness of the appropriateness of sources of information. Pupils are required to complete ongoing research as part of
home learning and are to be resourceful as part of the Buddhism House competition.

Resilience – Pupils complete tests and mini quizzes to improve upon their knowledge and understanding of key terms, events and subject specific knowledge. Pupils improve on all aspects of their work
following feedback, for example, they are required to find the correct spelling of a misspelled word when it is pointed out.

Respect – Pupils gain an insight into the lives and beliefs of others, recognising the values of opinion and the justification for views such as ‘How have the events of early Islam shaped the faith?’ or ‘Why do
Buddhists worship if they don’t believe in a God?’

Responsibility – Pupils hold responsibility for their own learning and that of others through developing the above Ricky Rs as well as responding to specific targets for improvement. They further develop
their responsibility through considering ‘What is enlightenment and is it achievable for all?’


