
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL: LONG TERM CURRICULUM PLAN - RELIGIOUS STUDIES - YEAR 9
Supporting all students in their learning journey to ‘know more, remember more and do more’.

Year Group: 9 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2

Topic Name

Topic key concepts/
knowledge

Which are the most important
sources of wisdom?
1. What was life like in India

before Sikhism?
2. Who was Guru Nanak and

why did he found Sikhism?
3. Why might a religious person

need a guru?
4. What are the main teachings

of Guru Nanak?
5. Who are the following 9

Human Gurus and what were
their main achievements?

6. What is the Guru Granth
Sahib and why was it chosen
as the final guru?

Does clothing create our
identity?
1. What is the Khalsa and why

was it created?
2. How do Sikhs join the faith

today?
3. What do amritdhari Sikhs

wear to show their faith?
4. Why was the turban chosen

as a symbol of identity?
5. How has the turban

affected Sikhs in recent
British History?

6. To what extent is the
turban the most influential
item a Sikh can wear?

How can we know what is
true?
1. What is Philosophy?
2. Is there enough evidence

for the existence of God?
3. Is it possible to experience

God through miracles and
worship?

4. How do religious believers
show God they believe in
Him?

5. What are the different
views regarding life after
death?

6. What is the difference
between Hindu and
Christian burial rituals?

What is Applied Ethics?
1. What is Ethics?
2. Why do religious believers

consider life sacred?
3. To what extent is abortion

acceptable?
4. Why might some allow

euthanasia while others do
not?

5. Is capital punishment
justifiable?

6. Why might someone argue
animals should have similar
rights to humans?

Does the media treat religion
fairly?
1. What does social

responsibility mean?
2. How is religion portrayed

by televised news teams?
3. Are religious

representations in film
accurate?

4. Should we be able to make
fun of religion?

5. How often is religion
referred to in pop music?

6. Does the media show bias?

Will religion continue to
evolve?
1. What are new religious

movements?
2. Why do new religions

begin?
3. Is Scientology a religion,

cult or sect?
4. What are the dangers of

cults and sects?
5. To what extent should

legislation guide religious
development and vice
versa?

6. To what extent should
religious believers have
freedom of expression?

7. Should the law protect all
Religious Freedoms?

Extra Curricular
opportunities

Ethics House Competition

Opportunities to develop the
whole student (Ricky
Learner)

Relationships
Reflective
Resourceful
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

Relationships – Pupils develop an understanding of people with different ideas and backgrounds being able to work collaboratively on projects and sharing ideas.

Reflective – Pupils reflect upon their own religious beliefs in relation to those of others through the consideration of key questions such as ‘Should we be able to make fun of religion?’ and ‘How can we know
what is true?’

Resourceful – Pupils use a range of resources to support their learning and develop an awareness of the appropriateness of sources of information. Pupils are required to complete ongoing research as part of
home learning and are to be resourceful as part of the Buddhism House competition.

Resilience – Pupils complete tests and mini quizzes to improve upon their knowledge and understanding of key terms, events and subject specific knowledge. Pupils improve on all aspects of their work
following feedback, for example, they are required to find the correct spelling of a misspelled word when it is pointed out.

Respect – Pupils gain an insight into the lives and beliefs of others, recognising the values of opinion and the justification for views such as ‘Is Scientology a religion, cult or sect?’ or ‘To what extent should
religious believers have freedom of expression?’

Responsibility – Pupils hold responsibility for their own learning and that of others through developing the above Ricky Rs as well as responding to specific targets for improvement. They further develop
their responsibility through considering ‘What does social responsibility mean?’


