
 

Rickmansworth School - Long Term Curriculum Overviews 

 

Year group 
Yr12 

Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Topic Name 
 
Topic Key 
Concepts/Knowledge 
 
 

Area of Study 1: 
Instrumental Music 1700-
1820  
 
Bach: Brandenberg 
Concerto no. 5 in D major 
3rd Mvt. 
 
● Set work analysis and 

study: in depth review 
on the musical 
elements and key 
features/words that are 
needed to effectively 
discuss and write about 
the piece of music. 

 
● Practise listening 

questions - low stakes 
● Practise questions - 

exam style 
● Consolidation activities 

and summary 
knowledge organising 
activities. 

● Access to Focus on 
Sound for various 
activities that support 
the study of the work, 
the course overall and 
general musicianship. 

 
● Introduction to 

preparing and writing 
comparative essays in 
Music 

 
● x1 to 2 lessons per 

week on composition: 
the study of the musical 
elements in practical 
application and getting 
familiar with Sibelius 
7.5 

 

Area of Study 1: 
Instrumental Music 1700-
1820  
 
Beethoven: 1st Mvt from 
Piano Sonata no.8 in C minor 
‘Pathetique’ 
 
● Set work analysis and 

study: in depth review 
on the musical elements 
and key features/words 
that are needed to 
effectively discuss and 
write about the piece of 
music. 

 
● Practise listening 

questions - low stakes 
● Practise questions - 

exam style 
● Consolidation activities 

and summary knowledge 
organising activities. 

● Access to Focus on 
Sound for various 
activities that support 
the study of the work, 
the course overall and 
general musicianship. 

 
● Introduction to preparing 

and writing comparative 
essays in Music 

 
● x1 to 2 lessons per week 

on composition: the 
study of the musical 
elements in practical 
application and getting 
familiar with Sibelius 7.5 

Area of Study 2: 
Vocal Music 
 
Purcell: Music for a While 
Queen: Killer Queen 
 
● Set work analysis and 

study: in depth review on 
the musical elements and 
key features/words that 
are needed to effectively 
discuss and write about 
the piece of music. 

 
● Practise listening 

questions - low stakes 
● Practise questions - exam 

style 
● Consolidation activities 

and summary knowledge 
organising activities. 

● Access to Focus on Sound 
for various activities that 
support the study of the 
work, the course overall 
and general 
musicianship. 

 
● Introduction to preparing 

and writing comparative 
essays in Music 

 
● x1 to 2 lessons per week 

on composition: the 
study of the musical 
elements in practical 
application and getting 
familiar with Sibelius 7.5 

 
All students begin planning 
and preparing their ‘Free 
Composition’ 
 
Bright Sparks Seminar 
Concert: Festival Hall 
 

Area of Study 2: 
Vocal Music 
 
Purcell: Music for a While 
Queen: Killer Queen 
 
Area of Study 3: 
Music for Stage and Screen 
 
Schwartz: Defying Gravity from 
Wicked 
 
● Set work analysis and study: 

in depth review on the 
musical elements and key 
features/words that are 
needed to effectively discuss 
and write about the piece of 
music. 

 
● Practise listening questions - 

low stakes 
● Practise questions - exam 

style 
● Consolidation activities and 

summary knowledge 
organising activities. 

● Access to Focus on Sound for 
various activities that 
support the study of the 
work, the course overall and 
general musicianship. 

 
● Introduction to preparing 

and writing comparative 
essays in Music 

 
● x1 to 2 lessons per week on 

composition: the study of 
the musical elements in 
practical application and 
getting familiar with Sibelius 
7.5 

 
Free compositions are 
developed and take shape as a 

Area of Study 3: 
Music for Stage and Screen 
 
Schwartz: Defying Gravity from 
Wicked 
 
Williams: Main title/rebel 
blockade runner (Star Wars: A 
New Hope) 
 
● Set work analysis and 

study: in depth review on 
the musical elements and 
key features/words that 
are needed to effectively 
discuss and write about 
the piece of music. 

 
● Practise listening questions 

- low stakes 
● Practise questions - exam 

style 
● Consolidation activities 

and summary knowledge 
organising activities. 

● Access to Focus on Sound 
for various activities that 
support the study of the 
work, the course overall 
and general musicianship. 

 
● Introduction to preparing 

and writing comparative 
essays in Music 

 
● x1 to 2 lessons per week 

on composition: the study 
of the musical elements in 
practical application and 
getting familiar with 
Sibelius 7.5 

 
Free compositions continue to 
take shape ready for end of 
year review. 
 

Area of Study 4: 
Fusions 
 
Afro Celt Sound System: Release 
 
Spalding: Samba Em Preludio 
 
● Set work analysis and study: 

in depth review on the 
musical elements and key 
features/words that are 
needed to effectively discuss 
and write about the piece of 
music. 

 
● Practise listening questions - 

low stakes 
● Practise questions - exam 

style 
● Consolidation activities and 

summary knowledge 
organising activities. 

● Access to Focus on Sound for 
various activities that support 
the study of the work, the 
course overall and general 
musicianship. 

 
● Introduction to preparing and 

writing comparative essays in 
Music 

 
● x1 to 2 lessons per week on 

composition: the study of the 
musical elements in practical 
application and getting 
familiar with Sibelius 7.5 

 
Free compositions submitted at 
the end of term for review. 
Finalised in year 11 
 
trial exam takes place. 
Outcome/results to guide 
intervention in year 11 
 



 

Weekly one to one 
instrumental lessons are 
expected to take place 
across the course as an 
ongoing commitment. The 
department offers a 
subsidy for the cost of 
lessons over x5 of the x6 
terms. 

confirmed piece of music 
composition in a style 

Preparation for trial exam 
starts - effective revision & 
walking talking mock. 
 
Students finalise their Solo 
Performance choices 

Solo performances reviewed with 
practise feedback given ready for 
recording in Aut 1 year 11 

Extra-Curricular 
opportunities 
 

Students at GCSE are 
strongly encouraged to 
join at least one Music 
extra-curricular activity.  

Students at GCSE are 
strongly encouraged to join 
at least one Music extra-
curricular activity.  

Students at GCSE are 
strongly encouraged to join 
at least one Music extra-
curricular activity.  

Students at GCSE are strongly 
encouraged to join at least one 
Music extra-curricular activity.  

Students at GCSE are 
strongly encouraged to join at 
least one Music extra-
curricular activity.  

Students at GCSE are strongly 
encouraged to join at least one 
Music extra-curricular activity.  

Opportunities to 
develop the whole 
student  
(Ricky R’s) 
 

 

The study of Music 
engages students in a 
variety of learning 
experiences that require 
all aspects of the Ricky 

Learner to be utilized. 
Theses vary across the 
course and some are more 
prevalent than others, but 
each student will excel in 
their own way through the 
implementation of the 

Ricky R’s. 

The study of Music engages 
students in a variety of 
learning experiences that 
require all aspects of the 
Ricky Learner to be utilized. 

Theses vary across the 
course and some are more 
prevalent than others, but 
each student will excel in 
their own way through the 
implementation of the Ricky 
R’s. 

The study of Music engages 
students in a variety of 
learning experiences that 
require all aspects of the 
Ricky Learner to be utilized. 

Theses vary across the 
course and some are more 
prevalent than others, but 
each student will excel in 
their own way through the 
implementation of the Ricky 
R’s. 

The study of Music engages 
students in a variety of learning 
experiences that require all 
aspects of the Ricky Learner to 
be utilized. Theses vary across 

the course and some are more 
prevalent than others, but each 
student will excel in their own 
way through the 
implementation of the Ricky 
R’s. 

The study of Music engages 
students in a variety of 
learning experiences that 
require all aspects of the 
Ricky Learner to be utilized. 

Theses vary across the 
course and some are more 
prevalent than others, but 
each student will excel in 
their own way through the 
implementation of the Ricky 
R’s. 

The study of Music engages 
students in a variety of learning 
experiences that require all 
aspects of the Ricky Learner to 
be utilized. Theses vary across 

the course and some are more 
prevalent than others, but each 
student will excel in their own 
way through the implementation 
of the Ricky R’s. 

 


