
Photography - Course structure

Year 10: Term 1

Theory lessons covering the historical development from the camera obscura to the development of digital photography. This will familiarise students with key names, processes and genre.
Theory lessons  explaining film speed, apertures and shutter speeds and their relationship and other technical aspects such as lens types. A few practical lessons making photograms to illustrate historical
processes and  to understand the chemical reactions. The production of a booklet “The Creative use of Camera and/or Darkroom and/or Digital Techniques.” This will include critical studies of photographs
by a range of  important photographers in a range of genre.

Year 10: Terms 2 and 3

The students take photographs in a range of genre to develop a sense of their preferred genre and then start to concentrate on one particular genre. This leads to the submission of two units of practical
work, one un-themed one themed. While doing this the students keep a record/journal/log of their work and where relevant point out links to the work of important photographers.

Year 11: Term 1

The students complete their two units of practical coursework.

Year 11: Terms 2 and 3

The students select a question from those set by the examination board for the controlled assessment (exam). They research the question producing both written and practical work. They produce
“working” prints to select from to print over a ten-hour period under exam conditions. They lay out and mount all their final work and submit it.

Lower 6th: Term 1

The classes are divided into two, those students who have done GCSE photography at Rickmansworth School and those who have not. The latter group have about two weeks of lessons basically covering
the topics taught to the Year 10s in their first term. They then join the other students in producing practical work. There are no set themes for the practical work and this is an exploratory term allowing
student to get a sense of the theme they wish to submit work under for their coursework component.

Lower 6th: Terms 2 and 3

Early in term 2 most students will have chosen a theme for their course work and start to take and make working prints. They start to research their 3,000-word essay which must be related to
their  theme. Over these two terms they submit draughts of the essay which needs to be completed by the end of the 3rd term.

Upper 6th: Term 1

Selection from working of prints of prints to be enlarged to 8” x 10” and enlarging these prints. Possible use of fibre-based paper for one or more prints.

Upper 6th: Terms 2 and 3

The students select a question from those set by the examination board for the controlled assessment (exam). They research the question producing both written and practical work. They produce
“working” prints to select from to print over a fifteen-hour period under exam conditions. They lay out and mount all their final work and submit it.


