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Year Group 7 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Topic Name 
 
Topic key 
concepts/knowledge 

Introduction to Religion 
1. Welcome to Religious 

Studies. What can you 

expect to learn? 

2. What is diversity? 

3. What do you already 

know about Religion? 

4. What common 

features do religions 

have? 

5. What makes a 

religion? 

6. What makes a good 

leader? 

What can we learn from 
Religion? 
1. What is the difference 

between Religions, 

Cults and Sects? 

2. What is the difference 

between signs and 

symbols? 

3. Are rules important 

to follow? 

4. Should we study 

religion? 

5. What does it mean to 

belong to a 

community? 

6. How do different 

communities 

celebrate Christmas? 

How did monotheism 
begin? 
1. What is Judaism? 

2. Why is Abraham the 

founding father of 

Western Religion? 

3. Who was Moses? 

4. Why were the Ten 

Plagues an important 

event in Early 

Judaism? 

5. How does the Biblical 

Account of Moses 

differ to ‘The Prince 

of Egypt’? 

Should we remember 
the past? 
1. How is the Exodus 

Remembered today? 

2. Why do Jews 

celebrate Hanukkah? 

3. How do Jews show 

devotion through 

Shabbat? 

4. Why might a Jew 

think it important to 

show repentance? 

5. How and why are 

artefacts used in 

Judaism? 

6. What are the key 

symbolic features of a 

Synagogue? 

Was Jesus a good 
leader? 
1. Who was Jesus? 

2. Was his birth a 

miraculous birth? 

3. Why was Jesus such 

an influential leader? 

4. Why did the 12 

disciples decide to 

follow Jesus? 

5. What do the miracles 

of Jesus teach us? 

6. What does Lazarus’ 

resurrection teach us? 

7. How can miracles be 

interpreted in more 

than one way? 

Do miracles prove the 
existence of God? 
1. Why did Jesus use 

parables to teach his 

followers? 

2. What were the key 

events of Holy Week? 

3. Why does the Last 

Supper coincide with 

Pesach? 

4. Why was Jesus 

crucified? 

5. Are there alternative 

explanations for 

Jesus’ resurrection? 

6. How are these events 

remembered today? 

 

Extra-Curricular 
opportunities 

 Christmas Project.   Rabbi Visit   

Opportunities to 
develop the whole 
student 
 
Relationships -  
Reflective - 
Resourceful - 
Resilience - 
Respect - 
Responsibility - 

Relationships – Pupils develop an understanding of people with different ideas and backgrounds being able to work collaboratively on projects and sharing ideas.   
 
Reflective – Pupils reflect upon their own religious beliefs in relation to those of others through the consideration of key questions such as ‘What can we learn 
from Religion?’ and ‘Was Jesus a good leader?’ 
 
Resourceful – Pupils use a range of resources to support their learning and develop an awareness of the appropriateness of sources of information. Pupils are 
required to complete ongoing research as part of home learning and are to be resourceful as part of the Christmas Project House Competition.  
 
Resilience – Pupils complete tests and mini quizzes to improve upon their knowledge and understanding of key terms, events and subject specific knowledge. 
Pupils improve on all aspects of their work following feedback, for example, they are required to find the correct spelling of a misspelled word when it is pointed 
out.  
 
Respect – Pupils gain an insight into the lives and beliefs of others, recognising the values of opinion and the justification for views such as ‘What does Lazarus’ 
resurrection teach us?’ or ‘Why is Abraham the founding father of Western Religion?’  
 
Responsibility – Pupils hold responsibility for their own learning and that of others through developing the above Ricky Rs as well as responding to specific 
targets for improvement. They further develop their responsibility through considering ‘What is means to belong to a community?’   



 

 

 

Year Group 8 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Topic Name 
 
Topic key 
concepts/knowledge 

What is the impact of 
disagreements? 
1. What was Arabia like 

before Islam? 

2. What are the events 

of Muhammad’s life? 

3. What happened when 

Muhammad died? 

4. How are Sunni and 

Shia different from 

one another? 

5. How have the events 

of Early Islam shaped 

the faith? 

 

Why do religions have 
rules? 
1. How do Muslims join 

the faith? 

2. Why do Muslims 

perform wudu? 

3. How and why do 

Muslims pray? 

4. How do Muslims 

show their faith 

through charity? 

5. Why do Muslims fast 

during Ramadan? 

6. Is it necessary to go 

on a pilgrimage to 

show devotion? 

7. Is Jihad a pillar of 

Islam? 

Is there only one God? 
1. Where and when did 

Hinduism begin? 

2. What do Hindus 

understand God to 

be? 

3. What are the main 

gods/goddesses of 

Hinduism? 

4. Why are there 

multiple gods in 

Hinduism? 

5. Which god should be 

first worshipped and 

why? 

How different are 
Eastern and Western 
Religious Practices? 
1. How do Hindus 

worship? 

2. Why do Hindus prefer 

to worship at home 

rather than in a 

mandir? 

3. Why is light an 

important symbol in 

Hinduism? 

4. What is the story of 

Rama and Sita? 

5. How does the story 

of Rama and Sita 

impact Hindus today? 

6. How and why is 

Diwali celebrated? 

Can there be an end to 
suffering? 
1. Where and when did 

Buddhism begin? 

2. Why did Siddhartha 

Gautama create a 

new religion? 

3. Are the Four Noble 

Truths really truths? 

4. What is the ‘Middle 

Way’ and how can 

these rules apply to 

us? 

5. Should the five 

precepts apply to 

everyone? 

6. What is the Sangha 

and why might a 

Buddhist join? 

Is Buddhism a religion or 
philosophy? 
1. How is Buddhist 

worship different to 

Hindu worship? 

2. Why do Buddhists 

worship if they don’t 

believe in a God? 

3. What are the benefits 

of meditation? 

4. Why might a monk or 

nun renounce the 

world? 

5. What do Buddhists 

think happens when 

we die?  

6. What is 

enlightenment and is 

it achievable for all? 

Extra-Curricular 
opportunities 

    Buddhism House 
Competition. 

 

Opportunities to 
develop the whole 
student 
 
Relationships -  
Reflective - 
Resourceful - 
Resilience - 
Respect - 
Responsibility - 

Relationships – Pupils develop an understanding of people with different ideas and backgrounds being able to work collaboratively on projects and sharing ideas.   
 
Reflective – Pupils reflect upon their own religious beliefs in relation to those of others through the consideration of key questions such as ‘What do Hindus 
understand to be God?’ and ‘Can there be an end to suffering?’ 
 
Resourceful – Pupils use a range of resources to support their learning and develop an awareness of the appropriateness of sources of information. Pupils are 
required to complete ongoing research as part of home learning and are to be resourceful as part of the Buddhism House competition.  
 
Resilience – Pupils complete tests and mini quizzes to improve upon their knowledge and understanding of key terms, events and subject specific knowledge. 
Pupils improve on all aspects of their work following feedback, for example, they are required to find the correct spelling of a misspelled word when it is pointed 
out.  
 
Respect – Pupils gain an insight into the lives and beliefs of others, recognising the values of opinion and the justification for views such as ‘How have the  events 
of early Islam shaped the faith?’ or ‘Why do Buddhists worship if they don’t believe in a God?’ 
 
Responsibility – Pupils hold responsibility for their own learning and that of others through developing the above Ricky Rs as well as responding to specific 
targets for improvement. They further develop their responsibility through considering ‘What is enlightenment and is it achievable for all?’   

 



 

 

Year Group 9 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Topic Name 
 
Topic key 
concepts/knowledge 

Which are the most 
important sources of 
wisdom? 
1. What was life like in 

India before Sikhism? 

2. Who was Guru Nanak 

and why did he found 

Sikhism? 

3. Why might a religious 

person need a guru? 

4. What are the main 

teachings of Guru 

Nanak? 

5. Who are the following 

9 Human Gurus and 

what were their main 

achievements? 

6. What is the Guru 

Granth Sahib and why 

was it chosen as the 

final guru? 

Does clothing create our 
identity? 
1. What is the Khalsa and 

why was it created? 

2. How do Sikhs join the 

faith today? 

3. What do amritdhari 

Sikhs wear to show 

their faith? 

4. Why was the turban 

chosen as a symbol of 

identity? 

5. How has the turban 

affected Sikhs in recent 

British History? 

6. To what extent is the 

turban the most 

influential item a Sikh 

can wear? 

How can we know what is 
true? 
1. What is Philosophy? 

2. Is there enough 

evidence for the 

existence of God? 

3. Is it possible to 

experience God 

through miracles and 

worship? 

4. How do religious 

believers show God 

they believe in Him? 

5. What are the different 

views regarding life 

after death? 

6. What is the difference 

between Hindu and 

Christian burial rituals? 

 

What is Applied Ethics? 
1. What is Ethics? 

2. Why do religious 

believers consider life 

sacred? 

3. To what extent is 

abortion acceptable? 

4. Why might some allow 

euthanasia while others 

do not? 

5. Is capital punishment 

justifiable? 

6. Why might someone 

argue animals should 

have similar rights to 

humans? 

Does the media treat 
religion fairly? 
1. What does social 

responsibility mean? 

2. How is religion 

portrayed by televised 

news teams? 

3. Are religious 

representations in film 

accurate? 

4. Should we be able to 

make fun of religion? 

5. How often is religion 

referred to in pop 

music?  

6. Does the media show 

bias? 

 

Will religion continue to 
evolve? 
1. What are new religious 

movements? 

2. Why do new religions 

begin? 

3. Is Scientology a 

religion, cult or sect? 

4. What are the dangers 

of cults and sects? 

5. To what extent should 

legislation guide 

religious development 

and vice versa? 

6. To what extent should 

religious believers have 

freedom of expression? 

7. Should the law protect 

all Religious Freedoms? 

Extra-Curricular 
opportunities 

   Ethics House 
Competition 

  

Opportunities to 
develop the whole 
student 
 
Relationships -  
Reflective - 
Resourceful - 
Resilience - 
Respect - 
Responsibility - 

Relationships – Pupils develop an understanding of people with different ideas and backgrounds being able to work collaboratively on projects and sharing ideas.   
 
Reflective – Pupils reflect upon their own religious beliefs in relation to those of others through the consideration of key questions such as ‘Should we be able to 
make fun of religion?’ and ‘How can we know what is true?’ 
 
Resourceful – Pupils use a range of resources to support their learning and develop an awareness of the appropriateness of sources of information. Pupils are 
required to complete ongoing research as part of home learning and are to be resourceful as part of the Buddhism House competition.  
 
Resilience – Pupils complete tests and mini quizzes to improve upon their knowledge and understanding of key terms, events and subject specific knowledge. 
Pupils improve on all aspects of their work following feedback, for example, they are required to find the correct spelling of a misspelled word when it is pointed 
out.  
 
Respect – Pupils gain an insight into the lives and beliefs of others, recognising the values of opinion and the justification for views such as ‘Is Scientology a 
religion, cult or sect?’ or ‘To what extent should religious believers have freedom of expression?’ 
 
Responsibility – Pupils hold responsibility for their own learning and that of others through developing the above Ricky Rs as well as responding to specific 
targets for improvement. They further develop their responsibility through considering ‘What does social responsibility mean?’   

 

 


