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Year Group 12 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Topic Name 
 
Topic key 
concepts/knowledge 

Introduction to Ethics 
1. What is Ethics? 
2. What are the key terms 

in Ethical Language? 
3. Is morality what God 

commands? 
4. Is it better to develop 

virtues or act 
according to God’s 
command? 

5. Can we justify a selfish 
approach to ethics? 

6. What is Natural Law? 
7. How has Utilitarianism 

influenced the UK legal 
system? 

Application of Ethical 
Theories 
1. Why does Situation 

Ethics argue love is the 
answer? 

2. Does Natural Law help 
us when making 
decisions? 

3. Does Utilitarianism 
provide us with clear 
guidance on how to 
act? 

4. Are homosexual and 
polyamarous 
relationships justified 
by a theory which 
promotes love? 

Can we prove God’s 
Existence? 

1. How can we arrive at a 
truth claim? 

2. Does the Cosmological 
argument prove the 
existence of God? 

3. Is the Teleological 
argument enough 
evidence for the 
existence of God? 

4. Can we prove God’s 
existence through 
logic alone? 

5. To what extent do 
scientific approaches 
challenge the 
arguments for God’s 
existence? 

Is there enough Evidence? 
1. What is the Problem of 

Evil and suffering? 
2. Is this proof of God’s 

non-existence? 
3. How successful are 

Augustine and Iranaeus 
in defending God in the 
face of Evil? 

4. What are the types of 
Religious Experience? 

5. Is one more credible 
than the other? 

6. What are the challenges 
to religious experience 
truth claims? 

What are the foundations 
of Buddhism? 

1. What was life like at 
the time of the 
Buddha? 

2. What are the key 
events of the Early Life 
and Enlightenment of 
the Buddha? 

3. How can these be 
interpreted in more 
than one way? 

4. To what extent are 
Buddhist Texts a 
source of Wisdom and 
Authority? 

5. How do Buddhists 
explain the  Nature of 
Reality ? 

Is enlightenment 
achievable? 

1. Which is the better path 
to reach enlightenment? 
The path of the Arhat or 
Bodhisattvas? 

2. How did Historical 
Buddhism cause a split 
in approaches? 

3. What is the significance 
of Religious Figures and 
Sacred Texts? 

4. Do the Four Noble 
Truths provide the 
answer to life’s 
suffering? 

5. Can The Eightfold Path 
and Key Moral Principles 
lead us to Nirvana? 

Extra-Curricular 
opportunities 

Charity Project Charity Project 
Interfaith Pilgrimage 

Revision Conference    

Opportunities to 
develop the whole 
student 
 
Relationships -  
Reflective - 
Resourceful - 
Resilience - 
Respect - 
Responsibility - 

Relationships – Pupils develop an understanding of people with different ideas and backgrounds being able to work collaboratively on projects and sharing ideas.   
 
Reflective – Pupils reflect upon their own religious beliefs in relation to those of others through the consideration of key questions such as ‘Should we be able to 
make fun of religion?’ and ‘How can we know what is true?’ 
 
Resourceful – Pupils use a range of resources to support their learning and develop an awareness of the appropriateness of sources of information. Pupils are 
required to complete ongoing research as part of home learning and are to be resourceful as part of the Buddhism House competition.  
 
Resilience – Pupils complete tests and mini quizzes to improve upon their knowledge and understanding of key terms, events and subject specific knowledge. 
Pupils improve on all aspects of their work following feedback, for example, they are required to find the correct spelling of a misspelled word when it is pointed 
out.  
 
Respect – Pupils gain an insight into the lives and beliefs of others, recognising the values of opinion and the justification for views such as ‘Is Scientology a 
religion, cult or sect?’ or ‘To what extent should religious believers have freedom of expression?’ 
 
Responsibility – Pupils hold responsibility for their own learning and that of others through developing the above Ricky Rs as well as responding to specific 
targets for improvement. They further develop their responsibility through considering ‘What does social responsibility mean?’   

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year Group 13 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Topic Name 
 
Topic key 
concepts/knowledge 

Can we agree on Ethics? 
1. What Meta-Ethical 

Approaches? 
2. Can we arrgee on a 

definition of good or 
bad, right and wrong? 

3. Does Finnis’ Natural 
Law provide greater 
clarity than Aquinas’ 
version? 

4. Is Proportionalism a 
useful approach to 
ethics? 

5. How can Finnis’ 
Natural Law adn 
Proportionalism be 
applied to Capital 
Punishment and 
Immigration? 

Do we have Freewill? 
1. To what extent do we 

have Free Will? 
2. Does Determinism 

remove our moral 
responsibility? 

3. To what extent are we 
determined to act in a 
particular manner? 

4. Are some of us 
Predestined for 
Heaven? 

5. Should we be working 
towards a libertarian 
approach? 

How important is the 
language we use? 

1. Is religion just a 
product of the mind? 

2. Is religion nothing 
more than a neurosis? 

3. How has atheism and 
the rejection of 
Religion impacted 
society? 

4. Will we become a 
secular society? 

5. Are Miracles proof of 
God’s existence?  

6. To what extent is 
Religious Language 
meaningless when 
discussing 
philosophical matters? 

Is Buddhism a religious or 
philosophical system? 

1. How different are the 
Theravadan and 
Mahayanan Texts? 

2. What are the Buddhist 
responses to Diversity? 

3. Is Buddhism and 
Feminism compatible? 

4. How do Mudras, 
Mandalas and Mantras 
exemplify key 
teachings? 

5. Should the 
Mindfulness 
Movement be praised 
or criticised? 

6. What is Socially 
Engaged Buddhism? 

How best to prepare for 
our exams. 

 

Extra-Curricular 
opportunities 

Charity Project Charity Project 
Interfaith Pilgrimage 

Revision Conference    

Opportunities to 
develop the whole 
student 
 
Relationships -  
Reflective - 
Resourceful - 
Resilience - 
Respect - 
Responsibility - 

Relationships – Pupils develop an understanding of people with different ideas and backgrounds being 
able to work collaboratively on projects and sharing ideas.   
 
Reflective – Pupils reflect upon their own religious beliefs in relation to those of others through the 
consideration of key questions such as ‘Should we be able to make fun of religion?’ and ‘How can we know 
what is true?’ 
 
Resourceful – Pupils use a range of resources to support their learning and develop an awareness of the 
appropriateness of sources of information. Pupils are required to complete ongoing research as part of 
home learning and are to be resourceful as part of the Buddhism House competition.  
 
Resilience – Pupils complete tests and mini quizzes to improve upon their knowledge and understanding of 
key terms, events and subject specific knowledge. Pupils improve on all aspects of their work following 
feedback, for example, they are required to find the correct spelling of a misspelled word when it is 
pointed out.  
 

Relationships - How can 
your strengths help with 
my areas of 
development? 
Reflective - What do I 
know, what do I need to 
revise? 
Resourceful - What are 
the best sources for 
revision? 
Resilience - How do I 
improve my grades? How 
many past papers can I 
complete? 
Respect - How can I help 
others? 
Responsibility - What do 
I need to do to succeed? 

 



 

Respect – Pupils gain an insight into the lives and beliefs of others, recognising the values of opinion and 
the justification for views such as ‘Is Scientology a religion, cult or sect?’ or ‘To what extent should religious 
believers have freedom of expression?’ 
 
Responsibility – Pupils hold responsibility for their own learning and that of others through developing the 
above Ricky Rs as well as responding to specific targets for improvement. They further develop their 
responsibility through considering ‘What does social responsibility mean?’   

 


