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"Teachers' high aspirations of what students can achieve, alongside effective  
support, help students to adjust to the increased expectations at Key Stage 5  
extremely well. As a result, the progress these students make has been in the 
top 25%, often the top 10%, of Sixth Forms nationally."
Ofsted 2017
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At Rickmansworth School, we are immensely proud of our Sixth 
Form. We have approximately 315 students across Year 12 and 13 
and are gaining in popularity year upon year. We believe that we 
offer outstanding pathways to university and life beyond school.  
We offer students the opportunity to follow a broad programme of 
study which leads to Advanced GCE qualifications and which  
maintains academic rigour whilst enabling individual interests 
to be pursued.  

All subjects are taught by specialists and expectations are high.  
Students receive guidance throughout their courses and their 
progress is reviewed regularly, both by teacher assessment and 
self-evaluation. 

Students are expected to participate in the wider life of the school  
by undertaking activities enabling them to develop key skills 
in leadership, communication and organisation. All students  
undertake at least one hour a week of lesson support where they 
will work with students lower down the school in lessons of their 
choice. They also support the paired reading programme, mentor 
students and carry out volunteering in the local community.

INTRODUCTION TO THE SIXTH FORM
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The vast majority of Sixth Form students from Rickmansworth  
School go on to higher education and view their time here as an  
opportunity to develop responsibility for their own learning in an 
atmosphere which offers them guidance through this period of 
transition.

Study at this advanced level involves considerable time and effort.  
Students are expected to have the determination to work hard 
and to use the independent study periods provided within the  
curriculum in an effective way. The ability to organise study  
time is a skill which students need to develop at an early stage  
and they are guided in its acquisition by work carried out during 
their Induction Programme and through following our in-school  
Extended Learning Programme.

Students who enter our Sixth Form will have the opportunity to 
excel in their studies and also gain a wide range of skills and  
experiences to be successful in the next phase of their lives, 
whatever that may be. We believe in the importance of producing  
well-rounded individuals and believe that our curriculum and  
extra-curricular programme enables students to achieve this. 

Mr S White 
Director of Sixth Form



"The effective Sixth Form leader has maintained the very high 
standards reported upon at the previous inspection. Inspectors 
saw teaching that was characterised by high-level discussion 
work, carefully planned learning, strong relationships, and a 
suitable blend of group activities and independent learning."
Ofsted 2017

"Students are proud of their Sixth Form and take responsibility  
for their own learning. They enjoy the additional freedoms and  
responsibilities they have earned and respond positively to the 
trust placed in them. They told inspectors that staff teach them 
well, provide help outside of lessons, and guide and support 
them with their applications for further education, employment 
or training."
Ofsted 2017
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Students in the Sixth Form are extensively supported by the Sixth Form Leadership Team. This highly experienced team comprises of  
Mr S White (Director of Sixth Form), Miss N Westland (Deputy Director of Sixth Form), Mrs F Stannard (Head of Welfare and Support), Mrs N 
Mangan (Sixth Form Academic Mentor) and two Sixth Form Administrators, Mrs J Plested and Miss N Kennedy. Students are also guided 
by Mrs Witherall, Head of Careers.

Students are placed into one of fourteen form groups, led by a specialist Sixth Form tutor. Tutors support their tutees on matters both  
pastoral and academic, along with the Sixth Form team. Form tutors also act as higher education and UCAS tutors, guiding students 
through the processes of applying to university, apprenticeships and job applications.  

The Sixth Form manages many of its own activities through a team of prefects. These are led by Head and Deputy Head Students and a 
team of senior prefects. Prefects run a number of committees including the Social Committee, Environment Committee, Equalities  
Committee, House and Charities Committee and the Well-being Committee. They are also expected to support staff on a duty rota and at 
school events. Head students also represent the students and their views at Governors’ meetings.

Housed in a purpose-built Sixth Form block, students have access to state of the art facilities and a purposeful learning environment. This 
includes a silent study, a group study with a coffee shop and café for sole use of the Sixth Form and group and silent study classrooms. 
Students also have use of the Learning Resource Centre. Students who are performing well are also offered the opportunity to earn study 
privileges and will have the opportunity to work at home during an agreed number of study periods. 

Students are expected to bring their own laptops to school. Lessons are supported through a number of on-line platforms and subject 
areas make full use of Google Workspace.

Progress and attendance is closely monitored and students who are not meeting the expectations of the school will be given individualised 
help and support.

STUDENT SUPPORT



HIGH FLYER PROGRAMME

OVERVIEW

The High Flyer Programme is designed to support students to achieve their full potential through a wide range of enrichment  
opportunities and support to develop key skills. Starting in the second half of the Autumn term in Year 12, the programme aims to 
improve the confidence and skill set of our students to allow them to make successful applications to the top university of their 
choice, including Oxford and Cambridge, or onto highly academic courses such as medicine, dentistry and veterinary science. 

Over the two years they will meet regularly as a group and have the opportunity to access a wide range of enrichment and 
support such as:

● information on and support applying for summer school placements

● external speakers from a wide range of subject areas

● guidance on subject specific wider reading and MOOCs

● work experience opportunities and guidance

● support with aptitude tests such as LNAT, TSA, BMAT, UCAT

● development of skills through the EtonX courses

● additional support for early application to UCAS

● interview practice 

SUBJECT SPECIFIC SUPPORT

Designed to excite your curiosity, deepen your thinking and broaden your knowledge, high flyer students have the opportunity to 
work on more demanding topics which require increased thought and critical analysis.

Extension tasks are available as a matter of course and feedback on assignments is tailored to help students understand what is 
needed to attain the very highest marks.

All departments provide provision maps which outline the support that is in place inside and outside the classroom to help triangulate 
support for students.

Subject specific examples can be seen below and include:

● Biology - biology olympiad, attending the Biology in Action lecture series and talking to visiting speakers

● Chemistry - attending the Chemistry in Action lectures and support applying for Nuffield Research placements

● Drama - workshop with industry professionals

● English - visiting speakers

● Geography - Geography in Action lecture series with expert speakers from the field of both human and physical geography   

● History  - visiting speakers and trip to the USA

● Mathematics - entry into the UK Senior Mathematics Challenge

● Physical Education and Sport - work with industry professionals to gain insights into the life of professional athletes

● Physics - physics olympiad, attending the Physics in Action lecture series and talking to visiting speakers

● Politics - regular opportunities to hear and question serving MPs

● STEM Research - visiting speakers from a range of professions and support in applying for research placements
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EtonX Programme

The EtonX programme was founded in 2015 and provides students with future skills, based around how we communicate, think and 
approach tasks. Highly sought after by employers, these essential soft skills help students to build strong relationships with others 
and work effectively. Rickmansworth School students start the EtonX programme in Year 10, but you can also join the programme 
later where students study “How to make an impact” in Year 12 and “Critical Thinking” in Year 13.

Work Experience

Students are expected to spend the last week of Year 12 undertaking a relevant work experience placement. High flyer students 
are given help, guidance and support where needed, to secure a placement which will support their future destination choices.

Oxbridge Programme

At Rickmansworth School we actively support our academically able students to consider an application to Oxford or Cambridge. 
In Year 12, students are guided to develop their super-curricular knowledge and skills while exploring the reality of studying at 
Oxford or Cambridge. They attend Oxbridge conferences and subject specific taster days along with having the opportunity to talk to 
outreach officers and former Rickmansworth School students currently studying at Oxbridge. Towards the end of Year 12, into Year 
13, students receive small group and individual support in their application to UCAS. This continues with weekly sessions to support 
them to prepare for any specialist entrance exams and interviews. 

Medicine, Veterinary and Dental Programme

We have a wide range of support for those students who are considering a career as a doctor, dentist or veterinarian. Each year we host  
extra-curricular events, such as the MedLink conference and have visiting guest speakers, to allow students to explore each  
vocation and develop their skills in order to make a successful application. Students are provided with small group and individual 
support with every step of their applications including interview preparation and work experience. 

We have developed a strong partnership with MedLink and through this our students have additional opportunities to work directly 
with medical schools and the Royal Colleges of Medicine. As part of this our students get the opportunity to take part in an exclusive 
research project to design and create their own Genetically Modified Organism, in collaboration with top UK and overseas medical 
schools. This project allows them to develop invaluable skills and publish research whilst still in Sixth Form, making them stand out 
from other applicants.

ESSENTIAL TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The AQA Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a level 3 qualification that students can choose to take in Year 12 in addition to their 
other A Level studies. Students are able to choose to study an area of personal interest to them, which could be a topic related to 
their existing subjects, but researched in more detail, or it could be a subject which is entirely new to them.

Students have a great deal of freedom to choose what they research and what they produce at the end of their project. This could 
be an essay or a dissertation, but it can also be an ‘artefact’ such as a film or documentary, a photographic portfolio, a performance,  
a prototype or model, a play, a drama script or short story, or a computer program. Whether students produce a dissertation or 
an ‘artefact’ the key to a successful project is academic research, and students are required to show good quality planning and  
preparation and to use a high degree of independence in their research.  

The EPQ is more about learning than being taught. Most of the minimum 120 hours of study will be in the students’ own time,  
although there is a ‘taught skills’ programme that consists of a one hour lecture and a one hour tutorial every two weeks. This is an 
ideal introduction to higher education; students are overseen and assessed by a project supervisor who will guide them through the 
process, but they are expected to take the lead and have to show their own decision-making throughout the process.

REQUIREMENTS

While there are no formal entry requirements, students must show commitment, have an enquiring mind and be able to study  
independently. Students will apply for a position on the EPQ in September of Year 12.

ADDITIONAL COSTS

Textbook  - approximately £20.
Students may need to fund some additional expenses depending on the nature of their research or whether they create an ‘artefact’ 
or write a dissertation.

PROGRESSION

The EPQ develops and tests a broad range of widely transferable skills, such as independent research, critical thinking, project 
management, organisational skills, report writing and presentation skills that are essential for any future career. The EPQ can also 
help students stand out in their UCAS personal statement or interview, especially if they wish to apply for competitive courses such 
as law or medicine or Oxbridge/Russell Group universities.  

ASSESSMENT

Level 3 Qualification, equivalent to half an A level and graded A* to E.

Candidates must submit:

● Completed Candidate Record Form that is a documented record of their project journey.

● Evidence of their final presentation.  

Evidence of their project to be submitted as a written report.  If most of the project work involves the production of an ‘artefact’, candidates 
must provide a minimum 1,000-word written report.  If the project is an essay or dissertation, this should be approximately 5,000 words.

The EPQ is assessed ‘holistically’, so there is no separate mark for the written report, or the presentation. Instead, marks can be  
obtained for each assessment objective from any component of the project. Candidates are assessed on the evidence they provide 
for the skills they have developed in four assessment objectives:

1. Manage   Identify, design, plan, manage and complete the project 20% of the marks

2. Use resources  Use of resources and research 20% of the marks

3. Develop  Make decisions, solve problems and think creatively
    and realise   to achieve agreed outcomes 40% of the marks

4. Review  Evaluate learning and communicate findings 20% of the marks
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Based on the total achieved from the top eight GCSE subjects

Minimum 42 points is required to study three A Level subjects

In addition to this, students must attain the required grade in the subjects they wish to study as set out overleaf
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SIXTH FORM COURSES
All A Level subjects are taught over a full two year course. 
Students at Rickmansworth School typically study three A Level  
subjects, however those with a high points score, upon discussion  
with the Director of Sixth Form and curriculum permitting, are 
encouraged to study four A Level subjects if they so wish. 

We expect that most parents would welcome advice on suitable  
programmes of study for their child. To this end, we have  
expressed our guidance in the form of a points score calculated 
from GCSE results.

Our recommendations are based on a points score from a 
student’s best eight scores achieved at GCSE. We suggest 
a student with 42 - 53 points takes three A Level subjects.  
Students with 54 points or more will be able to study four A 
Level subjects.
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 MINIMUM SUBJECT ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
SUBJECT  GCSE GRADE ADDITIONAL  * If not studied at   
 REQUIREMENTS  

GCSE discuss with

   

Head of Sixth Form

ART  Grade 6 or Grade 6 in Art and Design

BIOLOGY Grade 6 in Biology or 
 Grade 6,6 in Combined Science  

Grade 6 in Mathematics

BUSINESS Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, Grade 6 in English *
  and Grade 5 in Mathematics 

CHEMISTRY Grade 6 in Chemistry or  
Grade 6 in Mathematics

 Grade 6,6 in Combined Science  

COMPUTER SCIENCE Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE,
  Grade 6 in Mathematics  

*

DANCE Grade 6 in Dance/Drama   If not studied at GCSE, *
    other relevant experience 

DRAMA Grade 6   If not studied at GCSE,

AND THEATRE  Grade 6 in English Language or 
  Grade 6 in English Literature

ECONOMICS  Grade 6 in English Language  *
  Grade 6 in and Mathematics

ENGLISH Grade 6 in English Language & 
 Grade 6 in English Literature

FILM STUDIES Grade 6 
 If not studied at GCSE,

  Grade 6 in English Language or
  Grade 6 in English Literature 

FRENCH OR GERMAN Grade 7 Grade 6 after discussion with
  with Head of Department  

GEOGRAPHY Grade 6  If not studied at GCSE, Grade 6 in 
  Science and Grade 6 in English 

HISTORY Grade 6 in History and  If not studied at GCSE,  *
 Grade 6 English Literature Grade 6 in English Language 

MATHEMATICS Grade 7 Grade 8 for Further Mathematics      

MUSIC Grade 6 Minimum Grade 6 Standard 
  in instrument or voice

PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS Grade 5 If not studied at GCSE,
(R.S.)  Grade 6 in English 

PHOTOGRAPHY Grade 6  *
     

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  Grade 6  Grade 6 in Science *
  Must play competitive sport on a regular basis

PHYSICS Grade 6 in Physics or  
 Grade 6,6 in Combined Science Grade 6 in Mathematics  

POLITICS Grade 6 in Humanities* and  
 Grade 6 in English Literature

PRODUCT DESIGN Grade 6 in Engineering or If not studied at GCSE, 
 Grade 6 Desigin Technology* Grade 5 in English Language or
  Grade 5 in Mathematics 

PSYCHOLOGY Grade 6,6 in Combined Science  Grade 6 in English Language or Literature 
 or Grade 6 in one Triple Science and Grade 6 in Mathematics

SOCIOLOGY Grade 6 in History, Geography Grade 6 in English Language  
 or Religious Studies 



STUDENT PROFILES

HEAD STUDENT

HEAD STUDENT

DEPUTY HEAD STUDENT

DEPUTY HEAD STUDENT
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Lucy 

Rickmansworth School has offered me many opportunities throughout the 
past 6 years. I have always felt supported and inspired by the teachers here 
and they have helped me progress to where I am today. I am very grateful 
to be appointed one of the head students. I take geography, mathematics,  
psychology and photography for A level and hope to study geography at 
university. I believe that Rickmansworth has bridged the gap between 
year groups and created a very connected school. One of the aspects of  
Rickmansworth school that I love is the vast amount of extracurricular activities 
there are: such as student parliament, sports, drama, food tech, science clubs, 
computing and more. Rickmansworth is a school I am proud to say I went to 
and I hope you will too.

Dev

I feel extremely privileged to be one of the head students for this academic  
year. I am currently studying maths, chemistry, biology, and computer science  
and am interested in pursuing computer science at a university. I have taken  
advantage of both academic and sporting opportunities. I have had the chance 
to develop close bonds with teachers and peers at school who have supported 
my individual growth as a student and aided me throughout the past seven 
years. I have received so much from this institution and am incredibly proud 
to be a part of the Rickmansworth School community, and I consider myself 
extremely fortunate to hold this position of representing the student body. I 
am confident in saying that Rickmansworth has had a real impact on who I am 
now and I am sure that it is the right place for you too!

Sophie 

I have been at this school since Year 7 and now as my years at school are 
coming to an end I am able to reflect on all the great opportunities I have been 
given along with such supportive teachers and how this nurtured me into me! 
Since discovering my love for science here at Ricky I am now studying maths, 
biology and chemistry and hope to study genetics at university. As one of the 
Deputy Head Students it is great to see people throughout the school come 
together through different interests and create a sense of community in 
school and with so much extra curriculum available it is easy to find similar 
minded people. Rickmansworth could not be more supportive, I feel as if all 
my teachers want me to succeed and will do anything they can to help me 
do so . I could not ask for anything more from a school.

Scott  

Being given the role of Deputy Head Student at Rickmansworth School 
has proved exceedingly rewarding. The opportunity to give back to the 
school that has offered support and encouragement since joining in year 
seven is but one of many benefits. I am currently studying English language 
and literature, history, and psychology, with the intention of studying law 
at university. The commitment to the 6 Ricky R’s along with the broad 
range of resources on offer makes this school all the more inclusive and 
appealing; I attribute the confident, well-rounded person I have become 
today to both the staff and my peers.



STUDENT PROFILES
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Matthew 

I am currently studying mathematics, further mathematics, chemistry and 
music and intend to pursue both mathematics and music at university. 
Throughout my time at Rickmansworth School I have been involved in the 
wide range of opportunities that the school provides, whether it is performing 
in concerts or competing in sports and maths competitions. The school 
is dedicated to providing the best experience for its students and has  
enabled me to develop into a confident and independent individual. This 
is through the bonds you develop with the teachers and my peers who 
couldn’t have been more supportive which is one of the reasons why it is 
an incredible school and extremely proud to be a part of.

Bonnie
I have been at Rickmansworth School since Year 7, and am now studying  
geography, economics, maths, and further maths. After school, I plan to 
study economics and maths at university. All the students and staff at  
Rickmansworth have created a supportive and cohesive environment that has 
allowed me to thrive, academically and personally. The many extracurricular 
opportunities, such as being part of the school production or being a student 
mentor, have helped me develop many vital skills that I can take with me into  
later life. I have greatly loved my seven years at Rickmansworth, and have made 
life-long friends and memories. Being a senior prefect has allowed me to give 
back to the community at Ricky, and be the role model that I once looked up to.  

Ali
I am studying maths, history and politics with the aim of studying law at 
university. Since joining Rickmansworth School in Year 7, I have thrived as a 
student and as a person. The talented staff have been extremely supportive 
in my learning and have allowed me to succeed at every stage of my studies. 
The school has challenged me in various ways to reach my goals and inspire  
me to achieve new heights. The grounds are populated with numerous  
facilities to enhance the educational opportunities for all students, whether 
it is the brand-new English block or the state-of-the-art sports hall. My time 
at Rickmansworth School has provided me with an invaluable experience, 
worthwhile relationships, and has equipped me with multiple skills to lead 
me into a bright future. I am proud to belong to this excellent institution. 

Zoe
Having attended Rickmansworth School since Year 7, I appreciate the 
welcoming and friendly environment that the school provides. I study  
mathematics, further mathematics, chemistry and German, and intend 
to study mathematics at university with a year abroad in Germany. I have  
always felt supported and encouraged by my teachers, who inspire me 
to achieve my full potential. I am especially grateful for the opportunities 
that I have received as a member of this school, and I believe that this 
environment has shaped me into the motivated individual that I am today.
 

SENIOR PREFECT

SENIOR PREFECT

SENIOR PREFECT

SENIOR PREFECT



ART & DESIGN

Examining Body - AQA

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Art 
or Grade 6 in Art & Design

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The department will offer an A Level Art & Design course where 
students will be entered for the A Level exam in Year 13.

The primary aim of the course is to enhance students’ skills 
and thereby enable them to develop more independent ways  
of working. As a means of support, students are provided with 
clear structure and time lines but creativity and ownership of  
ideas is encouraged. The course explores a wide variety of media  
with a focus on drawing and painting and the use of photography.  
Students will also have the opportunity to develop their work  
in other areas which may include printmaking, textiles, illustration,  
sculpture or ceramics. The size of A Level groups ranges between  
10-16 students. All groups are taught by the subject leader plus 
one other member of staff.  

The course is structured around themed projects with an emphasis on 
research into resource material, analysing their own and others’  
work, observational drawing, experiments with media, and  
developing  technical skills. All projects include integral historical, 
critical and contextual studies. All students will have the opportunity 
to visit museums and galleries.

PROGRESSION

Careers guidance is considered to be an integral part of the  
department’s work. The vast majority of students progress to art  
foundation courses and then onto higher education in a wide 
variety of fields including fine art, fashion, illustration, graphic  
and textile design, television and theatre design, architecture,  
interior and industrial design, as well as art education.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS

Gallery Trips £10-25 varies with location

Art Pack £37
Portfolios/Sketchbooks/ 
Paints/Tools 

Overseas Trip (optional) TBC 

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of two components: 

COMPONENT 1
Art & Design Personal Investigation 60% of A Level mark

COMPONENT 2
Art & Design  40% of A Level mark
Externally Set Assignment
Includes 15 hours of supervised time

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

1.  Develop ideas through sustained and focused 
 investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 
 demonstrating analytical and critical understanding.

2.  Explore and select appropriate resources, media, 
 materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and
 refining ideas as work develops.

3.  Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
 intentions, reflecting critically on work and progress.

4.  Present a personal and meaningful response that 
 realises intentions and, where appropriate, makes 
 connections between visual and other elements.
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BIOLOGY

Examining Body - EDEXCEL 

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Biology or Grade 6,6 in Combined Science
and Grade 6 in Mathematics

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course encourages all students to develop a greater  
understanding of biological facts and principles and an appreciation 
of their significance in our changing world.

The topics covered in A Level Biology include DNA structure,  
inheritance, genes, cardiovascular disease, epigenetics, species 
adaptation, evolution, conservation, biochemistry, photosynthesis 
and brain functions.

The aims and objectives of the Pearson Edexcel Level 3 advanced  
level GCE in biology A (Salters-Nuffield) are to enable students to  
develop: 

• essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of
  the subject and how they relate to each other 

• a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 
 understanding of scientific methods 

• competence and confidence in a variety of practical,  
 mathematical and problem-solving skills 

• their interest and enthusiasm for the subject, including  
 developing an interest in further study and careers  
 associated with the subject

• understanding of how society makes decisions about  
 scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the  
 success of the economy and society.

PROGRESSION

As a highly academic and also broad ranging subject, A Level  
Biology opens the door to a fantastic range of interesting  
careers. Possible degree options in biology, psychology, medicine, 
anatomy, toxicology and sport science. Many of our students have 
gone on to pursue careers in medicine, dentistry, teaching, marine 
biology, veterinary science, physiotherapy and conservation.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS

Textbooks £35 annually

Ecology Trip £95

CGP Revision Guides £5 annually 
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ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - three examinations, testing knowledge on The 
Natural Environment, Species Survival and Energy, Exercise and 
Co-ordination and General and Practical Applications in Biology.

PAPER 1 2 hour examination 1/3 of A Level mark

PAPER 2 2 hour examination 1/3 of A Level mark

PAPER 3 2 hour examination 1/3 of A Level mark

The third paper will include one question which is underpinned  
by a pre-release scientific article. This paper will include synoptic  
questions that may draw on two or more different topics. 

The papers may include multiple-choice, short open, open 
response, calculations and extended writing questions. The 
papers will include questions that target mathematics at Level 
two or above.

A fourth section is the Science Practical Endorsement. This 
qualification will give students opportunities to use relevant 
apparatus and techniques to develop and demonstrate  
specific practical skills. The assessment outcomes on this section 
will be reported separately as either “pass” or “fail”.

Students will attend a two day field studies workshop focusing 
on the environment and ecological relations. They will have the 
opportunity to develop their investigative skills outside of the 
classroom.



BUSINESS

Examining Body - AQA

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Business or if not studied at GCSE
Grade 6 in English and Grade 5 in Mathematics

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS

Textbook £60

Conferences £10-25 varies with location

Revision Guides £5-£15

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations: 

COMPONENT 1
Business One 2 hour examination 1/3 of A Level mark

COMPONENT 2
Business Two 2 hour examination 1/3 of A Level mark

COMPONENT 3
Business Three 2 hour examination 1/3 of A Level mark

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This qualification takes a holistic approach to the subject, it  
provides an opportunity to study the inter-related nature of  
business using models, theories and techniques to support  
analysis of contemporary business issues and situations. This is  
an interesting and dynamic A Level course.

The content of the course has been designed to engage students  
through topics and issues that are relevant in today’s society.  
They will study key contemporary developments such as digital  
technology and business ethics, and globalisation is covered 
throughout the topics. Throughout the course we will examine 
the key functional areas and how they work to achieve overall  
organisational success.

Students will develop the knowledge and skills needed to analyse  
data, think critically about issues and make informed decisions 
- all skills that are needed for further study and employment.

PROGRESSION

The A Level provides a good grounding in many subject areas  
and provides a breadth which enables students to go on to a range  
of degree courses including business, management, marketing,  
accounting, financial management, public relations, sociology and  
law.  Due to the broad nature of business, this A Level can be applied  
to many future careers.  

See the list of student destinations in this prospectus or the map of  
student destinations in school to see the range of universities 
and employment that previous business students have gone on 
to undertake.
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CHEMISTRY

Examining Body - EDEXCEL

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Chemistry or Grade 6,6 in Combined Science
and Grade 6 in Mathematics

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course aims to give you the skills and understanding  
to make decisions about the way chemistry affects your  
everyday life by applying concepts into contemporary areas  
of chemistry, including:

• climate change

• green chemistry

• pharmaceuticals

• chemical research

• nanotechnology

In addition, an A Level in chemistry allows you to develop a range 
of generic skills requested by both employers and universities.  
For instance, an A Level chemist will be able to communicate  
efficiently and be an effective problem-solver. Handling data will be  
a key part of your work, allowing you to demonstrate information  
retrieval, numeracy and ICT skills. You will build up a range of  practical  
skills that require creativity and accuracy as well as developing  
a firm understanding of health and safety issues that surround the  
subject. As you become more skilled you will take responsibility  
for selecting appropriate qualitative and quantitative methods, 
record observations precisely and critically analyse and evaluate 
methodology.

This course is suited to people who:

• have an interest in, and enjoy chemistry

• want to find out how things work in the world

• enjoy applying their mind to solving problems

• want to use chemistry to progress onto further studies
 in higher education or support other qualifications or enter
 chemistry-based employment

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS 

Revision Guides £10 annually (recommended) 

Chemnet Membership* £15 for two years (optional)

*Student branch of the Royal Society of Chemistry and strongly  
recommended

PROGRESSION

UK Higher Education institutions currently offer over 200 courses 
where chemistry is the primary subject. Over 500 courses contain 
a notable element of chemistry as well as allowing a degree of 
breadth of study. These include chemistry and sports science, 
chemistry and politics, chemistry with computer science.

The following courses either specifically require or find it  
desirable to have A Level Chemistry - chemical engineering,  
medicine, veterinary medicine, biological sciences, environmental  
science, pharmacy and dentistry.

Most laboratory-based jobs benefit from an A Level Chemistry 
qualification. For instance, a dental assistant or a veterinary  
assistant. Many employers view success at A Level Chemistry as 
a clear indication of sound academic ability. 
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ASSESSMENT

There is no coursework component for A Level Chemistry. 
Practical skills will be assessed by teachers and reported  
separately to the A Level grade as a measure of practical  
competency. This assessment will be based on core practicals 
which will be completed throughout the course. 

In addition, there will be assessment of some practical skills 
in written exam papers - making the A Level 100% externally 
assessed. All exam assessments for A Level will take place at 
the end of the course. 

Chemistry A Level is a two year qualification and you will only  
be externally examined in the summer of Year 13. You will 
be awarded a grade as well as the practical endorsement,  
allowing you to demonstrate to a university that you are  
both a theoretical and practical chemist.



COMPUTER SCIENCE

Examining Body - OCR 

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Mathematics  
or Grade 6 in Computer Science

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Do you get a ‘buzz’ from solving puzzles and problems?  
Computer science is a natural science, developing computational 
thinking which is used to solve a large variety of problems. It is also 
considered an important life skill underpinning many careers.

During the course, students learn computer programming using  
Python - a valuable, useful and interesting skill. They then apply 
this skill by writing programs of their own to solve problems. 

The course also deals with computer hardware, software, software  
engineering, databases, networking and the Internet - and how 
these can solve problems.

PROGRESSION

The A Level is excellent preparation for a computer science related  
degree (computer science, software engineering, artificial  
intelligence). It gives students an enormous advantage over the  
majority of other students on such a course who have not had 
the opportunity to study computer science at A Level.

Students can study computer science and use it to go on to a  
career in medicine, law, business, politics or any type of science.

Direct entry into the computing industry is also made easier with an  
A Level in computer science.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
You will need access to a PC running the Microsoft  
Windows operating system.

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three components:

COMPONENT 1 
Computing Principles 2.5 hour examination 40% of A Level mark

COMPONENT 2 
Algorithms  2.5 hour examination 40% of A Level mark  
& Problem Solving  

COMPONENT 3 
Practical Project  20% of A Level mark 
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DANCE

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL or Equivalent

Grade 6 in Dance/Drama or relevant experience

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A Level Dance is a dynamic qualification which encourages  
students to develop their creative and intellectual capacity,  
alongside transferable skills such as team working, communication  
and problem solving. All of these are sought after skills by higher  
education and employers. 

The A Level Dance specification requires students to develop, 
demonstrate and articulate practical and theoretical knowledge,  
understanding and experience of:
• technical and performance skills
• the process and art of choreography
• the interrelationship between the creation, presentation and
 viewing/appreciation of dance works
• the development of dance placed within an artistic and  
 cultural context
• professional dance works 

PROGRESSION

“In order to prepare students for the diversity of the contemporary  
dance profession, students are taught by a wide range of practicing  
dance artists and academics, each prominent in their particular  
field of specialism and expertise. The undergraduate programme  
trains students to be technically advanced, versatile and creative  
dance artists, which is why so many top choreographers are keen 
to work with our graduates.” Trinity Laban Conservatoire 

Career opportunities available are: dancer, choreographer, 
community dance practitioner, dance journalist, teacher, dance 
therapist, youth worker. 

 

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS 

The students are required to purchase appropriate clothing/uniform 
and relevant text books. There are theatre trips and visits to institutes, 
which are optional and vary in cost.
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*Please note, this subject will only run if the minimum number of students choose it as part of 
their Programme of Study.

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of two examinations: 

COMPONENT 1 - PERFORMANCE 
PRACTICAL EXAMINATION 50% of A Level mark

Task 1: Solo performance linked to a practitioner within an area of study
• Students will perform a solo dance of between 1.5 -3 minutes.

Task 2: Performance within a solo/quartet
• Students will perform a dance as either a solo or as a group of up to 4 dancers. A 
 solo performance is between 1.5- 4 minutes, and a group performance is 
 between 2-4 minutes.
• The performance is examined by a moderator from AQA.

In addition students are required to write a programme note, of no more than 150 words, 
which identifies the chosen practitioner and reveals an insight into the stylistic features  
explored. 

COMPONENT 2 - CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT 
WRITTEN EXAMINATION  50% of A Level mark

Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of two dance works
• written paper is 180 minutes
• the question paper has two sections:

SECTION A: Short answer questions and one essay question on the compulsory set 
work/area of study.

SECTION B: Two essay questions on the second set work/area of study.

COMPONENT 3 - CHOREOGRAPHY 
• Students will create an original piece of choreography for 1-5 dancers which lasts
 between 3-4 minutes in length in a performance setting.
• The dance can be performed in a named style from the specification and  
 does not need to be in the style of a practitioner. 

Students must write a Programme note, of no more than 300 words, which clearly  
informs the examiner of the choreographic intention of the work and how it relates to the 
selected assessment task.
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DRAMA & THEATRE

Examining Body - EDEXCEL/PEARSON 

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Drama (if taken) or
Grade 6 in English Language or
Grade 6 in English Literature

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course demands practical, creative and communication skills 
in almost equal measure. Students will extend their ability to create  
drama and theatre in either a performing or production role.
They will also be required to write about drama and to develop
their powers of analysis to become an informed critic. The course 
will involve taking part in drama productions, as well as studying 
plays, playwrights and theatre practitioners.

Students need to be curious about issues and ideas and have 
a creative instinct for communicating their views through drama.  
They may be keen on acting, writing or on the visual and technical  
side of theatre and wish to develop their skills in some or all of  
these areas. Equally students will be interested in going to the
theatre to see plays performed by different theatre companies.

PROGRESSION

A popular pathway for a large proportion of A Level Drama 
and Theatre students is to pursue a related degree course at  
university. Vocational courses are also highly sought-after,  whether  
in acting, writing or technical theatre, with many being offered 
places at prestigious drama and musical theatre schools across 
the country. Career paths include acting, film and television  
production, journalism, law and politics, the public services and  
teaching. The study of drama has enabled our students to develop  
essential transferable skills, which have strengthened their 
appeal to prospective employers in an increasingly competitive 
workplace.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS

Theatre Visits/Books £60 annually

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL -  comprised of three components: 
Students are expected to demonstrate a practical understanding of a minimum of 
two complete and substantial performance texts and at least three key extracts 
from three different texts, placed in the context of the whole text.

COMPONENT 1 - DEVISING 
Coursework  40% of A Level mark
The written part will be based on practical devising which is original with stimulus 
from a key extract from a performance text and influenced by a chosen practitioner. 
Students will also be assessed on a devised performance.

COMPONENT 2 - TEXT IN PERFORMANCE 
Examined Assessment  20% of A Level mark
A group performance and monologue or dialogue will be externally assessed by 
a visiting examiner.

COMPONENT 3 - THEATRE MAKERS IN PRACTICE
Examined Assessment  40% of A Level mark
The exam will have three sections; a live theatre evaluation; realising a performance 
text and interpreting a performance text.



19

ECONOMICS

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Mathematics
and Grade 6 in English Language

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Economics is a social science that focuses on the study of how 
society copes with the ‘economic problem’ - the existence of  
unlimited wants and scarce resources.  How do consumers, firms  
and governments make decisions regarding resource allocation?   
As a society, how do we decide who gets what? It is broken  
down into micro and macroeconomics.

Microeconomics is a study of individual markets. It explores  
how the interaction of supply and demand determines the price of  
goods and services, and the quantity produced and consumed. 
In microeconomics students will study: how markets work,  
objectives  of firms, how supply/demand are affected by a 
number of  factors, market failure, government intervention and 
the labour market amongst many other themes.

Macroeconomics examines broader issues that apply to the  
national and global economy. Students will learn about macro- 
economic  objectives, performance indicators, aggregate demand  
and supply, national income and growth, poverty and inequality, 
the financial sector, emerging and developing economies.  

The qualification requires students to think critically, creatively and  
logically. There is a requirement to be comfortable with  
mathematical models to demonstrate economic concepts. To gain  
successful outcomes in the subject it is vital that students have a good 
understanding of real economic events over the last 10 years.

PROGRESSION

Being a social science, economics lends itself to many areas of 
further study or employment. Economics can be used to progress 
to a degree in economics, PPE, business, management, accounting, 
mathematics, geography and many others. You can move into  
working in a range of organisations from those supporting  
humanitarian issues to banking. There is no limit to where this 
A Level will take you.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Textbook £42

Revision Guides £5-15 each

Keynote Conferences £35

Examining Body - EDEXCEL

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations: 

COMPONENT 1
Markets & Business Behaviour 2 hours 35% of A Level mark

COMPONENT 2
The National  2 hours 35% of A Level mark
& Global Economy

COMPONENT 3  
Microeconomics   2 hours 30% of A Level mark
& Macroeconomics
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in English Language and
Grade 6 in English Literature

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In A Level English Language and Literature, we follow the OCR  
English Language and Literature (EMC) specification. EMC stands 
for English Media Centre; this is a well-respected provider of 
resources and training for A Level teaching and learning, which  
makes this a particularly notable qualification. On the language  
side of the course, students study an anthology of twenty spoken  
and written texts across different time periods and contexts, leading 
to an exam question comparing a text from the anthology with an  
unseen text. On the literature side, students study a novel, such as  
The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald, Carol Ann Duffy’s recent  
poetry collection, Rapture, and a play, for example, A Streetcar 
Named Desire by Tennessee Williams.*

20% of the course marks come from Non-Examined Assessment. 
This independent study element allows learners to pursue particular  
interests and develop their expertise through an analytical  
comparative essay on a set text from a list of non-fiction texts  
and a second free choice text. One text must be post-2000. 
Learners also produce a piece of original non-fiction writing.

Students lessons involve a great deal of discussion and evaluation  
of core aspects of English language and literature. The ethos of  
language and literature in the classroom involves student  
interaction and engagement with the fiction and non-fiction 
texts at a deeper level. Students demonstrate sophisticated and  
imaginative ideas which broaden thinking skills and enable them 
to explore literature with great enthusiasm. Furthermore, they  
develop a deeper appreciation of aspects of both language and 
literature.

*Texts may change according to teacher choice or specialism.

Examining Body - OCR

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations & independent study:

COMPONENT 1 - Exploring non-fiction and spoken texts
Written Examination 1 hour (closed text)  16% of A Level mark

This unit focuses on an OCR (EMC) anthology of 20 non-fiction spoken and written texts 
across different time periods and contexts. It is a comparative and contextual study 
based on the anthology and unseen texts.

COMPONENT 2 - The language of poetry and plays
Written Examination 2 hours (closed text)  32% of A Level mark

This unit focuses on one poetry collection from a choice of six and one drama text from 
a choice of six. It is an exploration of the texts through stylistic and dramatic analysis.

COMPONENT 3 - Reading as a writer, writing as a reader
Written Examination 2 hours (closed text)  32% of A Level mark

This unit focuses on exploring the nature of narrative in one prose fiction text from a choice 
of six. Writing as a reader develops the understanding of narrative technique through a 
creative writing task (500 words) and a commentary (250 words).

COMPONENT 4 - Independent study
Non examined assessment  20% of A Level mark

This is an Independent study allowing learners to pursue particular interests and  
develop their expertise through an analytical comparative essay on a set text from a list 
of twelve non-fiction texts and a second free choice text. One text must be post-2000. 
Learners also produce a piece of original non-fiction writing.

PROGRESSION

The ability to formulate arguments in well-constructed, precise and  
accurate essays is a key skill fostered by the subject and desired by  
universities and employers alike. This A Level helps in countless careers, 
including public relations, journalism, marketing and advertising, teaching  
and TV production, to name just a few.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Drama Texts £15

Prose Texts £30

Poetry Texts £10
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ENGLISH LITERATURE

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in English Language and
Grade 6 in English Literature

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In  A Level English Literature we follow the new linear OCR 
specification. The aim of the course is to encourage students to  
develop their interest in literature and literary studies as they read  
widely and independently both set texts and texts they have selected 
for themselves for the coursework component. Learners engage 
critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways 
of responding to them. They develop and effectively apply their 
knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation of writing, as well as 
exploring the contexts of the texts they are reading and others’  
interpretations. OCR offer a rigorous, stimulating and challenging 
qualification which well equips students for study at university if they 
so wish. 

Throughout the course we endeavour to take students to see  
productions of the plays they study and to lecture days on their set 
texts. These do incur an additional cost. 

Currently we study Shakespeare’s Hamlet alongside The Poetry 
of Christina Rossetti, and The Duchess of Malfi. The other half 
of the course is focussed on dystopian literature, including 1984 
and The Handmaid’s Tale. Students are also expected to read 
widely in their own time. For coursework, students study 20th 
and 21st century drama, prose and poetry, including A Streetcar 
Named Desire. Students are offered a choice of texts for their 
coursework to develop independent analytical writing.

Lessons involve a great deal of discussion and evaluation of core 
aspects of English Literature. The ethos of literature in the classroom 
involves student interaction and engagement with the text at a 
deeper level. Students demonstrate sophisticated and imaginative 
ideas which broaden thinking skills and enable them to explore  
literature with enthusiasm. 

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Drama, Prose and Poetry Texts £30-£40 annually

  

Examining Body - OCR

PROGRESSION

The ability to formulate arguments in well-constructed, precise and  
accurate essays is a major skill by the subject and desired by universities  
and employers alike. This A Level helps in countless careers including  
public relations, journalism, law, marketing, publishing, teaching or  
advertising, to name just a few. 

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of two examinations and two pieces of 
coursework: 

COMPONENT 1 - Drama and Poetry Pre-1900
Written Examination 2.5 hours  40% of A Level mark
  (closed book)

COMPONENT 2 - Comparative and Contextual Study
Written Examination 2.5 hours (closed book)  40% of A Level mark

SECTION A: one compulsory question on an unseen passage. 
SECTION B: one essay question on set text. 
SECTION C: one essay question which connects two texts.

This unit involves the study of three texts: one post-2000 prose text; one poetry and 
one further text, of which one must be written pre-1900. Examination will include an 
unseen passage.

COMPONENT 3 - Literature Post-1900
Non-Examined Assessment  20% of A Level mark

This unit involves two pieces of coursework, informed by personal study. Students 
will produce two essays, one can be a close reading or re-creative piece with an  
accompanied commentary. The other piece is a comparative essay. Students choose their 
own texts and work independently.
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FILM STUDIES

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Film Studies (if taken) or
Grade 6 in English Literature or
Grade 6 in English Language

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Film is one of the main cultural innovations of the 20th century 
and a major art form of the last hundred years. Those who study it  
characteristically bring with them a high degree of enthusiasm and 
excitement for what is a powerful and culturally significant medium,  
inspiring a range of responses from the emotional to the reflective. 
A Level Film Studies consequently makes an important contribution  
to the curriculum, offering the opportunity to investigate how film 
works both as a medium of representation and as an aesthetic 
medium.

The course is designed to introduce learners to a wide variety 
of films in order to broaden their knowledge and understanding 
of film, and the range of responses films can generate. They are 
provided the opportunity to study mainstream American films 
from the past and the present as well as a range of recent and  
contemporary British films, American independent films and  
global films, both non-English language and English language. The 
historical range of film represented is extended by the study of  
silent film and significant film movements so that learners can gain 
a sense of the development of film from its early years to its still 
emerging digital future. Studies in documentary, experimental and 
short films further add to the breadth of the learning experience.

Production work is also a crucial part of the course and is  
integral to learners’ study of film. The production component part  
of the course gives learners the opportunity to apply their 
knowledge and understanding within a practical context. They  
are given the opportunity to develop, shoot and edit their own  
short film or screenplay. This is intended to enable learners to 
createhigh quality film and screenplay work, as well as provide an 
informed film maker’s perspective on their own study of film.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Textbook £25

Consumables £15

Students may need to use personal devices  
(e.g. phone or camera) to create original films.

Examining Body - WJEC EDUQAS

PROGRESSION

Film is a multi-billion industry in the UK and through studying 
film studies at A Level and beyond, learners gain the knowledge, 
as well as the practical skills, required to succeed in this arena.  
There are numerous careers available within the industry: from 
research and writing, to editing and directing; from lighting and 
sound engineers, to make-up artists and set designers. It is fair to 
say it is a varied industry, with numerous different avenues open 
for students of film.

Additionally, film studies helps develop a number of transferable 
skills such as creativity, critical thinking and organisation. Skills are 
developed throughout the course and will be applicable for any 
number of courses and careers beyond film.

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - is comprised of three components:

COMPONENT 1 
Varieties of Film 35% of A Level mark
This unit has three sections: Hollywood 1930-1990, American Film since 2005, 
and British Film since 1995.

COMPONENT 2 
Global Film Making 35% of A Level mark
Perspectives
This unit has four sections: Global Film, Documentary Film, Film Movements 
- Silent Cinema, and Film Movements - Experimental Film. 

COMPONENT 3 
Production 30% of A Level mark
This unit has two options: short film or screenplay for a short film and additionally a  
written evaluation of 1,600 - 1,800 words.
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FRENCH

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 7 in French
or Grade 6 in consultation with Head of Department

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Throughout the course, students study how French-speaking 
society has been shaped, socially and culturally, and how it 
continues to change. Aspects of the social context are studied, 
together with aspects of the artistic life of French-speaking  
countries. Students study technological and social change, looking 
at diversity and the benefits it brings. They will study highlights 
of French speaking artistic culture, including francophone music and  
cinema, and learn about political engagement and who wields  
political power in the French speaking world. Students also  
explore the influence of the past on present-day French speaking  
communities. Throughout their studies, they will learn the language  
in the context of French speaking countries and the issues and  
influences which have shaped them. Students study texts and 
film and will have the opportunity to carry out independent  
research on an area of their choice. Assessment tasks will be  
varied and cover listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.

Topics covered:
• aspects of French speaking society: current trends
• aspects of French speaking society: current issues
• artistic culture in the French speaking world 
• aspects of political life in the French speaking world

PROGRESSION

Translation, interpreting, linguistics, teaching, finance, food  
and drink, law, sales and marketing, transport, tourism and leisure,  
public sector, international organisations; including the UN and 
the EU institutions.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Book studied £8
Textbook £25 (optional)
Two Revision Workbooks £10 each

Two Grammar Workbooks £9 each (optional)

Students are encouraged to travel abroad at least once during their 
course and take advantage of the opportunities offered to participate 
in a work experience programme in France. The cost of such trips is 
approximately £500.

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations: 

COMPONENT 1 
Listening, Reading & Writing 50% of A Level mark

COMPONENT 2 
Written Response 20% of A Level mark
to Works & Translation

COMPONENT 3 
Speaking Examination 30% of A Level mark
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GEOGRAPHY

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Geography 
or Grade 6 in Science  
and Grade 6 in English (if Geography not studied previously)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Geography is a popular subject and achievement in examinations  
is high. It provides a good progression from the topics studied at  
GCSE. The specification is issue (e.g. hazards) and concept-based  
(e.g. geographical systems) with fieldwork a key assessed element. 

The course is comprised of  six components which are assessed by  
examination at the end of Year 13. The examination consists of  
short answer and essay-style questions. Field skills are assessed  
through an independently produced Non-Examined Assessment  
(NEA). Students are required to make full use of fieldwork and 
online research, as well as guided wider reading.  

To allow pupils to engage in field work and see geographical  
phenomena first hand, there will be a compulsory one week field  
course to East Yorkshire. The course may also be supplemented 
with day trips to local sites. 

PROGRESSION

Geography is one of the Russell Group ‘facilitating subjects’ which 
means it provides a good academic grounding favoured by many 
top universities. It can also easily adapt to science and arts based 
courses, whilst providing a good general education in its own 
right. Many of our students go on to study geography or related  
disciplines at university. Related careers include engineering,  
surveying, geographical information systems, environmental  
science and town planning as well as supporting broader  
professions such as politics, law, economics and teaching.

 
APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
One Residential Field Course £400
The residential field course to East Yorkshire runs in Year 12 (TBC).  
Payment will be due in the Autumn term.

Entry to Lectures £60

Geography Review £15
Subscription

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of two examinations and independent 
investigation: 

COMPONENT 1 
Written Paper 2.5 hours 40% of A Level mark
Physical Geography

COMPONENT 2 
Written Paper 2.5 hours 40% of A Level mark
Human Geography 

COMPONENT 3 - Geographical Investigation 
Extended Essay (3,000-4,000 words) 20% of A Level mark
Human or Physical Geography
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GERMAN

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 7 in German
or Grade 6 in consultation with Head of Department

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students study technological and social change, looking at the 
multicultural nature of Germa-speaking society. They study 
highlights of German-speaking artistic culture, including art and 
architecture, and learn how Germany’s political landscape was 
formed. Students explore the influence of the past on present-day 
German-speaking communities. Throughout their studies, they learn  
the language in the context of German-speaking countries and the  
issues and influences which have shaped them. Students study  
texts and film and will have the opportunity to carry out independent  
research on an area of their choice. Assessment tasks will be varied  
and cover listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.

Topics covered:
• the changing state of the family 
• the digital world 
• youth culture 
• immigration 
• integration 
• racism  
• festivals and traditions 
• art and architecture 
• cultural life in Berlin, past and present 
• Germany and the European Union
• politics and youth 
• German re-unification and its consequences 

In addition A Level students study either two texts or one text 
and one film from a given list.

PROGRESSION

Translation, interpreting, linguistics, teaching, finance, food  
and drink, law, sales and marketing, transport, tourism and leisure,  
public sector, international organisations; including the UN and the 
EU institutions.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Online Textbook £10

Revision Workbooks £10

Students are encouraged to travel abroad at least once during their 
course and take advantage of the opportunities offered to participate 
in a work experience programme in Germany. The cost of such trips is 
approximately £500.

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations: 

COMPONENT 1 
Listening, Reading 40% of A Level mark
and Writing Examination

COMPONENT 2 
Writing Examination 30% of A Level mark

COMPONENT 3 
Speaking Examination 30% of A Level mark
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HISTORY

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in History (if taken) and if not studied at GCSE
Grade 6 in English Literature and Grade 6 English Language

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This is essentially a two year modern history course which  
explores aspects of British, South African and American history. 

The course is designed to develop:
• the use and evaluation of historical evidence
• analysis and interpretation of past events
• independent research
• evaluation of controversial issues
• essay writing and Formulating clear arguments

UNIT ONE - The USA, C. 1917-1996:
In search of the American Dream 

UNIT TWO - South Africa, 1948-1994:
From Apartheid State to ‘Rainbow Nation’

UNIT THREE - Britain, 1763-1914:
Losing & Gaining an Empire

UNIT FOUR - Non-Examined Assessment on 
The End of Apartheid

PROGRESSION

Higher education institutions and employers have consistently 
flagged the need for students to develop a range of transferable  
skills to enable them to confidently respond to the demands of 
undergraduate study and the world of work. 

You will also develop research and investigative techniques to 
support you in becoming a more independent learner. The study 
of history will develop your confidence and by engaging in class 
debates, discussions and presentations you can expect to see a  
development in your communication skills.   

The study of history opens the door to a number of careers which 
include: journalism, marketing and advertising, teaching, social work, 
civil service and law.

 
APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Textbooks £30-35

Optional Trip to New York City £1400
and Washington DC, USA

Optional Trip to Hamilton the Musical  £40

Students are expected to purchase key textbooks that accompany 
the course. 

Examining Body - EDEXCEL

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations and one essay

COMPONENT 1 
Written Paper 2.25 hours 30% of A Level mark
Breadth Study with Interpretations
Students answer three essay questions from three separate sections

COMPONENT 2 
Written Paper 1.5 hours 20% of A Level mark 
Depth Study 
Students answer two questions from two separate sections. One 
section will ask students to evaluate and analyse source material, the  
second section will be an essay question covering the period in depth. 

COMPONENT 3 
Written Paper 2.25 hours 30% of A Level mark 
Themes in Breadth with Aspects in Depth 
Students answer three questions from three separate questions. 

COMPONENT 4  
Coursework (3,000-4,000 words)  20% of A Level mark
Students carry out an independently-researched enquiry to analyse
and evaluate interpretations. The assignment is set by the department on 
a question, problem or issue relating to South African history that has  
generated disagreement among historians. The response will be  
moderated in February 2024. 



MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 7 in Mathematics
To study Further Mathematics, a Grade 8 or higher is 
required

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Mathematics beyond GCSE is divided into two sections, which are  
known as pure and applied mathematics. Pure mathematics (known  
more recently as core mathematics) accounts for two of the three  
modules taken in each year - calculus, algebra, geometry and  
trigonometry. Applied mathematics makes up the remainder of  
the course and consists of one module per year from either 
mechanics or statistics. Physics and engineering will use the 
techniques of mechanics, whilst statistics will be used by social 
sciences and medicine. 

Mathematics beyond GCSE requires dedication, determination and 
focus. It can be demanding at times, both in terms of complexity of  
the problems to be solved and the volume of content that is to be  
covered. As such, mathematics at  A Level is not an easy subject - not  
only is a good grade required at GCSE, but an ability to manipulate  
the GCSE material is essential (simultaneous equations, quadratic  
equations, coordinate geometry and transformations, for example 
is also necessary). Nonetheless, we cater for a range of abilities at 
A Level, and can provide supplementary support throughout the 
year, if necessary. Students who make the most of the opportunities 
this subject has to offer are often able to apply their study skills, 
independence of thought, and analytical approach to university life 
and beyond. 

PROGRESSION

Mathematics is a key component of many jobs and degree  
courses, from genetics and geography to economics, finance,  
accounting and computing. Recent research suggests that people  
with A Level Mathematics can earn 10% more than colleagues  
with similar qualifications and mathematics graduates enjoy a 
very high level of employment across a wide range of careers.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Advanced Calculator
Casio FX9750G11 £50, Casio FXCG50 £84 - both available through school.

Use of technology permeates the syllabus so an advanced calculator is essential. 
There are various options but calculators should have:

-  an iterative function

-  the ability to compute summary statistics and access probabilities from the 
 normal and binomial distribution

-  the ability to compute the determinant of a 3x3 matrix  

   (further mathematics)

Online Subscription Approximately £15
Students will have access to textbooks in the classroom but will be  
expected to use the online facility for homework and revision.

 

Examining Body - EDEXCEL

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL MATHEMATICS - comprised of three examinations:

EXAMINATION 
Pure Mathematics 1 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Pure Mathematics 2 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark
Statistics 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
& Mechanics

A LEVEL FURTHER MATHEMATICS - comprised of four 
examinations:

EXAM 
Pure Core 1 1.5 hours 25% of A Level mark 
Pure Core 2 1.5 hours 25% of A Level mark 
Statistics 1.5 hours 25% of A Level mark
Mechanics 1.5 hours 25% of A Level mark

27
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MUSIC

Examining Body - EDEXCEL 

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Music

Grade 6 Standard in instrument or voice

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The music syllabus is designed to build on the key skills learnt 
through GCSE Music, to produce well-rounded musicians. Students  
develop the ability to contextualise key musical processes in their 
historical setting, and draw comparisons and conclusions across 
time.

The syllabus is divided into three components throughout the 
course. The EDEXCEL syllabus is ideally suited to the majority of  
young musicians as 30% of the grading is awarded for performance, 
of which students can select all of the music they are to perform 
themselves. The composition unit balances individual stimulus  
and creativity with a strong understanding of the foundations of 
compositional process through harmonic analysis. The listening 
exam each year places higher priority on developing analytical 
skills, listening skills and applying knowledge than learning 
extensive musical fact about a few pieces of music. All groups are 
taught by the head of department plus one other member of staff.

All students are expected to take further private tuition on their 
selected instrument(s) for recital. These lessons can all be taken with 
the schools visiting peripatetic staff, and are timetabled to make 
effective use of students study periods. 

PROGRESSION

Music at A Level develops well-rounded students, not just musicians. 
The course is ideally suited to preparing students for musical  
study at both university and as a performance specialist at a music  
Conservatoire. It provides a strong foundation for a wide number  
of careers within the music industry, including sound engineers,   
arts management, PR and publishing. This mix of skills and dedication, 
makes music a highly valued subject by universities.

 APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Students are expected to receive instrumental tuition on their  
chosen instrument. The School provides financial subsidies for  
A Level students to have a thirty minute instrumental lesson each  
week of  the school year.  Students may opt to take additional  
music lessons with peripatetic staff.

Anthology of Music £25 

Listening Questions, Study & Revision Guides are available 
on loan from school

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - composed of three components:

COMPONENT 1 - PERFORMING 
Non-examined assessment:  30% of A Level mark
externally assessed. 

COMPONENT 2 - COMPOSING 
Non-examined assessment:  30% of A Level mark
externally assessed.

COMPONENT 3 - APPRAISING 
Written examination  40% of A Level mark

The course content covers 6 Areas of Study, including:
Vocal Music
Instrumental music
Music for Film
Popular Music and Jazz
Fusions
New Directions
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PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS (EASTERN & WESTERN) (RELIGIOUS STUDIES)

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 5 in RS or Grade 6 in English 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A Level Philosophy and Ethics will build on the knowledge,  
understanding and evaluative skills established at GCSE.* 
Learners will be introduced to more advanced approaches to 
philosophical and ethical dilemmas previously studied. Further to 
this, students will be introduced to the eastern philosophical (where  
some argue it’s a ‘Religious’) system of Buddhism and gain an  
understanding of how eastern philosophy has shaped the Buddhist  
beliefs, teachings and practices. 

This course provides students with the opportunity to investigate,  
analyse and evaluate some of the more challenging ultimate questions  
to have arisen throughout the history of philosophy. We engage with 
major issues, relevant to learners in the 21st Century, and acquire the  
knowledge and critical understanding of them; such as abortion,  
capital punishment and animal testing. Students of philosophy and 
ethics will enjoy a course designed to make candidates think about life’s  
most important questions while providing a rigorous, academic approach  
to the knowledge and understanding about the world in which we live. 

Through studying Philosophy of Religion students evaluate the 
arguments for the existence of God, the nature of miracles, the problem 
of evil and suffering and arguments which suggest religion as a product 
of the mind; encountering a psychological approach to religious belief. 
We consider what it means to have knowledge, whether there is such 
a thing as ‘Truth’ as far as religious truth claims are concerned. Whether  
language limits us in our understanding of the world around us and 
whether it is possible to argue for the existence of metaphysical  
concepts, such as God, through the use of reason and logic alone. 

Religion and Ethics is characterised by the study of ethical theories 
including natural law and utilitarianism; two theories which have been 
heavily influential in the development of the British legal system. Further 
to this, students study situation ethics and virtue theory and consider 
whether it is possible to develop into a ‘good’ person through action and  
intention. Students will also consider what it is to be ‘good’ and whether  
goodness is something which can be attributed to an external factor, 

Examining Body - EDUQAS 

ASSESSMENT 

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations:

COMPONENT 1 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Buddhism 

COMPONENT 2 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Philosophy of Religion

COMPONENT 3 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Religion and Ethics

PROGRESSION

Philosophy and ethics is a highly academic subject recognised by the  
Russell Group Universities in providing students with a range of skills that 
will prepare them for higher education or the world of work. It is a course 
which provides a foundation for the study of law and complements the 
study of psychology, history, politics, economics or sociology. Through 
studying the nature of morality, responsibility and life and death situations, 
the A Level Philosophy and Ethics course also prepares students planning 
to study medicine at University. 

or whether it is something intuitively known before considering the extent to 
which we are free to make our own decisions in life. Finally, through the study of 
Buddhism students gain the opportunity to engage with a philosophical system  
which provides a stark alternative to the western approach to reality presented  
by the Abrahamic faiths; Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Buddhism is possibly one  
of the most unusual, yet fascinating, of the six major world ‘religions’. We explore 
the Buddhist beliefs, ethical values, teachings and practices that shape identity  
and provide a basis for psychological approaches such as cognitive  
behavioural therapy and the growth in the mindfulness movement. 

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Philosophy and Ethics Year 1 Textbook £20 

Buddhism Year 1 Textbook £20

The following are also available on loan from the department: 
• Philosophy Year 2 Textbook
• Ethics Year 1 & 2 Revision Guide
• Philosophy Year 1 & 2 Revision Guide
• Buddhism Year 1 & 2 Revision Guide
• Buddhism Year 2 Textbook
• Ethical Key Scholars

*Also suitable for students who have not studied it at GCSE
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PHOTOGRAPHY

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Photography
or if not studied at GCSE please consult with  
Head of Department

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course is both practical and theoretical. Students take, process, 
print and mount work to a very high standard. Written work covers 
historical, contextual and technical issues. 

Photography has a unique cross-curriculum potential because  
of its nature and uses; chemistry, physics, mathematics, history,  
English and geography can all be explored through photography 
in a meaningful way. Our students select their own themes for their 
course work and tailor the work to suit their interests. 

The students have access to a library of over 5,000 photography 
books plus thousands of periodicals for research  and access to a wide  
range of photographic equipment (including large format cameras)  
that allows them to produce work to professional standards.

Practical work is based on silver-based black and white 
photography for many reasons, some of which follow.

• Cameras and enlargers cost a fraction of the cost of digital 
 equipment, produce higher quality images and are robust.

• Running costs are lower than either colour/digital photography.

• By concentrating on the purest form of photography students 
 acquire in depth knowledge and skills. 

• This form of photography that has the longest history allowing
 for a deeper understanding of photography’s development  
 and its contextual issues.

• The skills acquired are fundamental to both colour and 
 digital photography.

• Students using digital equipment tend to erase work they do not  
 like - this destroys the record of how they have worked and  
 they inevitably erase photographs that they do not recognise
 as good.

Taking an aggregate of the previous three years up to 2020,  
the department was the highest scoring department in the country. 
For the last two years, the department’s results were rated as 
ALPS 1, the best or equal to the best in the country.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Photographic supplies £150-£300

Every attempt is made to keep the costs down and wherever possible 
material is supplied to the students at wholesale prices. The department 
provides cameras but the student will need some basic equipment such  
as scissors and enlarging filters, and they pay for film and paper. If you have 
concerns about the cost of materials to support this course, please speak to 
a member of the Sixth Form team and request a bursary application form.

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of a combination of coursework and a 
practical examination:

COMPONENT 1 - PRACTICAL COURSEWORK  
Personal investigation
Supported by Written Essay   60% of A Level mark
(1,000-3,000 words)

COMPONENT 2 - EXAMINATION
Externally Set Assignment   40% of A Level mark

PROGRESSION

Most universities still start their photography courses teaching black  
and white traditional photography and value students who have an  
understanding of the historical development of photography and of  
photographic criticism. We take all of these aspects of photography very  
seriously so our students are well prepared for university courses, as has 
been acknowledged by tutors at a number of universities.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in PE or if not studied at GCSE Grade 6 in Science. 
Additionally you must be playing sport outside  
of school competitively.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The focus of the course is on performance in physical activity  
and through academic study, students will gain the knowledge  
to improve yours and others’ performance or coaching through 
application of the theory.

Students will gain an understanding of the impact sport has on 
everyday life and will learn the reasons why we do things and 
why some people outperform others - mentally and physically. 
Ethical considerations behind the use of drugs and also the  
influence that modern technology is having on physical activity  
and sport is examined. Physical activity is integral to a balanced,  
active and healthy lifestyle and has an impact on many other  
components.

The OCR course will give candidates the opportunity to develop 
a wide-ranging set of key skills, including;
• communication using appropriate language
• dealing with pressure
• split second decision making
• interpreting and analysing data
• analysing and evaluating to improve sports performance
• development of strong literacy and numeracy skills

It is essential to the course that students are playing sport both 
inside and outside of school. The practical element of the course 
is worth 15% and is assessed over one activity.

PROGRESSION

Higher education institutions and employers have consistently 
flagged the need for students to develop a range of transferable 
skills to enable them to confidently respond to the demands of  
undergraduate study and the world of work. 

You will also develop leadership techniques to support you in any 
chosen career. The study of PE will develop your confidence and  
by engaging in coaching younger students you can expect to see  
a development in your communication skills. Potential degrees  
include sports science, teaching, sport teacher/coach and  
leisure management.

 
APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS

Students must be participating in sport and physical activity inside 
and outside of school. Students must be able to perform in at 
least one sport from the OCR approved list to a good standard as 
this ability makes up 35% of the final grade. The Non-Examined 
Assessment component is worth 30% of the final grade.

Electronic Textbook £25 

Examining Body - OCR

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprising of three examinations and two coursework  
components:

PAPER 1 - PHYSIOLOGICAL FACTORS AFFECTING 
PERFORMANCE 
This component will assess:
•  applied anatomy and physiology
•  exercise physiology
•  biomechanics
Written Paper 2hours 30% of A Level mark

PAPER 2 - PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS AFFECTING 
PERFORMANCE 
This component will assess:
• skill acquisition
• sports psychology 
Written Paper 1hour 20% of A Level mark

PAPER 3 - SOCIO-CULTURAL ISSUES IN PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY AND SPORT 
This component will assess:
• sport and society
• contemporary issues in physical activity and sport 
Written Paper 1hour 20% of A Level mark

PRACTICAL PERFORMANCES-NON-EXAMINED ASSESSMENT
This component will assess either:
• core and advanced skills in performing one activity or
• core and advanced skills in coaching one activity.
  15% of A Level mark

EVALUATING AND ANALYSING PERFORMANCE FOR 
IMPROVEMENT
This component draws upon the knowledge, understanding and 
skills a learner has learnt throughout the course and enables them  
to analyse and evaluate a peer’s performance in one activity.
  15% of A Level mark



32

PHYSICS

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Physics or Grade 6,6  in Combined Science
and Grade 6 in Mathematics

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course covers a wide range of topics as well as providing the  
opportunity to study one of the optional units. The new specification  
for AQA provides students with an excellent opportunity to hone  
their practical skills with a number of experiments and investigations  
Forming an integral part of the course. 

The majority of our students obtain the highest grades and A Level 
Physics continues to be recognised as a subject of high value and 
importance in a number of industries.

PROGRESSION

A large number of A Level students go on to study a physics - or an 
engineering-based degree. However, physics does complement  
students who intend to study most science-related degrees and 
is highly valued by admissions tutors and employers due to the 
high demand and the skills developed.

The variety of options available to those who have studied for  
a degree in physics is very appealing. The following are examples 
of courses that a graduate could embark on: engineering (e.g. 
aeronautical, mechanical, electrical), further study, teacher or  
lecturer, geophysicist, medical physicist, radiation protection  
worker, research scientist, meteorologist, environmental scientist,  
roles within the armed forces, defence industry, manufacturing 
and technology industries, finance and business.

 
APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS

Textbook £40
(Hard copy optional. Free online access for all students)

Revision Guide £5 annually

There are no compulsory trips for A Level Physics. However, we 
look to run a number of optional trips to allow students the chance 
to widen and deepen their knowledge and understanding.

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - three examinations testing knowledge: 

COMPONENT 1
• measurements and their errors
• particles and radiation
• waves
• mechanics and materials
• electricity
• periodic motion

Written Paper 2hours 34% of A Level mark

COMPONENT 2
• thermal physics
• further mechanics
• fields and their consequences
• nuclear physics

Written Paper 2hours 34% of A Level mark

COMPONENT 3
• practical skills and data analysis
• option module from:
 • astrophysics
 • medical physics
 • engineering physics
 • turning points in physics
 • electronics

Written Paper 2hours 32% of A Level mark
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POLITICS

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in English Literature
and Grade 6 in Humanities
Students without Humanities at GCSE please consult with 
Head of Department

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course is a two year exploration of British and American politics, 
and political philosophy. The course is designed to develop:
• a critical awareness of the nature of politics and the relationship  
 between political ideas, institutions and processes
• knowledge and understanding of the structures of authority  
 and power within the political system of the United Kingdom
• an understanding of how the political system of the United  
 Kingdom may differ from other political systems
• knowledge and understanding of the rights and responsibilities  
 of the individual
• an interest in and engagement with contemporary politics

Unit 1 - Government and Politics of the UK

Unit 2 - Comparative Government and Politics of the USA

Unit 3 - Political Ideas

PROGRESSION

Higher education institutions and employers have consistently 
flagged the need for students to develop a range of transferable 
skills to enable them to confidently respond to the demands of 
under-graduate study and the world of work.

You will also develop research and investigative techniques to support  
you in becoming an independent learner. The study of politics will  
develop your confidence by engaging in class debates, discussions  
and through presentations you can expect to see a development 
in your communication skills.

The study of politics opens the door to a number of careers which  
include roles in the civil service, government research officer,  
politician’s assistant, public affairs consultant, charity officer, 
detective, human resources, local government and journalism 
amongst others.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Textbook £35-40

Optional Trip to New York City £1,400
and Washington DC, USA 

Optional trip to Hamilton the Musical  £40

Optional trip to the Houses of Parliament  £20

Students are expected to purchase key textbooks that 
accompany the course. Optional trips.

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations:

COMPONENT 1 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Government and Politics of the UK
A mixture of medium ‘explain’ and essay style questions

COMPONENT 2 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Comparative Government and Politics of the USA
A mixture of medium ‘explain’ and essay style question

COMPONENT 3 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Political Ideas
A mixture of medium ‘explain’ and essay style question
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PRODUCT DESIGN

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in GCSE Engineering. If not studied at GCSE,
Grade 5 in English Language or
Grade 5 in Mathematics

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Do you want to make the world a better place for consumers? 
Do you look at some products and think you could have done 
better? Well, perhaps you have the vision and attention to detail 
needed for a career in product design.

A Level Product Design gives students the option to investigate 
historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic influences 
on innovation and design, whilst enjoying opportunities to put 
their learning into practice by producing prototypes of their 
choice. This enables students to combine an understanding of 
materials and manufacturing processes with their own creative 
visions by taking charge of the design process. You will develop 
analytical and evaluative skills alongside drawing and practical 
abilities, giving you the power to solve design problems.

Importantly, you will need to be able to sketch, think creatively 
and be able to solve problems effectively in order to succeed  on 
this course. This is a creative and thoughtful qualification which 
gives students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and 
confidence to succeed in a number of careers, especially 
those in the creative industries. Finally, students will gain a real  
understanding of what it means to be a designer, alongside the 
knowledge and skills sought by higher education and employers. 

COURSE STUCTURE

● develop your knowledge and skills in research, design, 
 making, testing and evaluating 
● explore materials, processes and health and safety  
 considerations to improve awareness of key aspects/issues
● analyse the work of famous designers 
● learn model making, CAD and manufacturing skills 
● gain awareness and learn from wider influences of design
 and technology

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Textbook £40

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of two examinations and one assessment:

COMPONENT 1 
Written Paper  2.5 hours 30% of A Level mark 
Technical Principles 
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions.

COMPONENT 2 
Written Paper 1.5 hours 20% of A Level mark 
Design and Making Principles
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions. 
Section A
• product analysis
• up to six short answer questions based on visual stimulus of product(s)
Section B
• commercial manufacture
• mixture of short and extended response questions 

COMPONENT 3 
Non Examined Assessment   50% of A Level mark 
What’s assessed:
• practical application of technical principles, designing & making principles.  
How it’s assessed:
• substantial design and make project

Evidence written or digital design portfolio and photographic evidence of 
final prototype.

PROGRESSION

This qualification can lead to a variety of different career pathways, 
including product design, engineering and architecture. It could also 
form part of your route into university, especially if you wish to pursue a 
subject like engineering. Some students progress to taking advanced 
apprenticeships with local companies or gain employment directly in 
the technology and engineering sector in their local area.
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PSYCHOLOGY

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in Combined Science or in one Triple Science and
Grade 6 in English Language or Literature and
Grade 6 in Mathematics

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is endorsed by the British Psychological Society and 
was developed in line with universities to ensure that students  
are equipped for the subject in higher education. 

The course provides the opportunity for students to explore the 
different approaches in psychology and use them to explain  
human behaviour. Students will learn about psychological  
disorders such as OCD, depression and phobias and their 
treatments. The other areas covered are: memory, attachment,  
social influence, forensic psychology, gender and schizophrenia. 
Students enjoy these topics as they are applicable to their 
everyday lives. We teach different research methods and they 
are a key feature of psychology and are integrated throughout 
the course. This involves evaluating research and applying  
mathematical skills.

The course is well suited to those who have an inquiring mind, 
as reading around the subject is essential.

PROGRESSION

Psychology is highly regarded for entry into numerous careers,  
including those related to business, education, health and social 
justice.

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Textbook £35 for two years

Brain Day £25 

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations:

Paper 1 
Introductory Topics in Psychology
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 

Paper 2 
Psychology in Context
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 

Paper 3 
Issues and Options in Psychology
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
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SOCIOLOGY

REQUIREMENTS - GCSE LEVEL

Grade 6 in History, Geography or Philosophy and Ethics 
(Religious Studies)
Grade 6 in English Language

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Sociology is the study of societies, people and their behaviour. 
Sociologists are interested in the way in which institutions such 
as the family, education and religion shape who we are and 
how we behave. ‘How much of who you are is shaped by the 
society in which you live?’ is one of the key questions in the 
course. A Level Sociology examines contemporary society,  
where students will study many aspects of life in modern Britain. 
Those opting for sociology will study over two years and will sit 
three papers at the end of the course. The subject also gives 
students the opportunity to develop skills valued by higher  
education and employers, including critical analysis, independent 
thinking and research.

Students will be:

•  encouraged to be interested, independent, active learners

•  expected to produce logical written and verbal arguments

•  required to participate in discussions as a class and in groups

•  expected to keep up-to-date with current issues

•  able to reflect on their own experience and the social world in
 which they live

Studying A Level Sociology students will:

• acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of contemporary  
 social processes and social changes

•  appreciate the significance of theoretical and conceptual  
 issues in sociological debate

•  understand and evaluate sociological methodology and a 
 range of research methods through active involvement in the  
 research process

•  develop skills that enable individuals to focus on their personal  
 identity, roles and responsibilities within society

•  develop a lifelong interest in social issues

APPROXIMATE ADDITIONAL COSTS
Compulsory Textbooks £25 each year 

Examining Body - AQA

ASSESSMENT 

A LEVEL - comprised of three examinations:

COMPONENT 1 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Education with Theory and Methods

COMPONENT 2 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Families and Households with Media

COMPONENT 3 
Written Paper 2 hours 33.3% of A Level mark 
Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods

PROGRESSION

Sociology A Level will make you aware of the key skills needed in 
the fast changing, technology driven world of 21st century careers. 
These skills include creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving, 
communication, collaboration, and written expression. You will be 
equipped with the tools needed to make sense of the ever-changing  
social world, as well as being able to contribute solutions to difficult  
social and sociological problems. Therefore, potential career prospects  
for sociology include social policy-making, social work and social care,  
youth/elderly services, civil service/government, rehabilitation and 
counselling, NHS, environmental work, human resources/personnel, 
law enforcement, criminal justice system, journalism and education.



UNIVERSITY COURSE 
Anglia Ruskin Pharmaceutical Science
Anglia Ruskin Sport & Exercise Science
Apprenticeship Accountancy
Apprenticeship Construction Management
Apprenticeship Education
Apprenticeship TKMaxx
Apprenticeship Degree EY
Bath Management with Marketing
Bath Management
Birmingham Geography
Birmingham Politics & International Relations (deferred)

Birmingham Sport Exercise & Health Sciences
Birmingham City Jewellery & Objects
Bournemouth Psychology  (deferred)

Bournemouth Accounting & Finance
Brighton Architecture
Bristol English
Brunel Mathematics & Computing
Brunel Biomedical Sciences
Brunel Biomedical Sciences
Brunel Mathematics & Computing
Cardiff Archaeology and Ancient History
Cardiff Architecture
Cardiff Chemistry
Cardiff History
Cardiff Human Geography
Cardiff Law (deferred)
Cardiff Mathematics
Cardiff Mechanical Engineering
Cardiff Physical Geography (deferred)

Cardiff Psychology
Cardiff Psychology
Central Lancashire Ophthalmic Dispensing
Central St Martins Art Foundation
Chichester Musical Theatre Performance (deferred)

City University English
City University Financial Economics
City University Mathematics & Finance
City University Music, Sound & Technology
Coventry Learning Disabilities Nursing
Coventry Mechanical Engineering
Derby Zoology
Employment Hospitality
Employment Own Business
Employment Photographer
Employment Police Force
Employment Police Force
Employment Royal Navy
Exeter Mathematics with Finance
Falmouth Film
Gap Year Applying to study Architecture 
 from September 2023

Gap Year Applying to study Economics 
 from September 2023

Gap Year Applying to study Politics 
 from September 2023

Gap Year Applying to study Politics 
 from September 2023

Gloucestershire Film Production
Gloucestershire Film Production
Goldsmith's History with Global History
Greenwich Business Computing
Greenwich Events Management
Harper Adams Veterinary Nursing with 
 Companion Animal Behaviour
Hertfordshire Biomedical & Healthcare Science
Hertfordshire Film & Television (Production)
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LEAVERS DESTINATIONS Year 13 2021

Universities in BOLD Form part of The Russell Group of Universities

UNIVERSITY COURSE  

Hertfordshire Sports Therapy
Hull York Medical School Medicine
Imperial College, London Mathematics
Keele Criminology
Kent Management
King's College London Biomedical Science
Lancaster Biomedicine
Lancaster Economics
Leeds Biomedical Sciences
Leeds Civil & Environmental Engineering
Leeds History
Leicester Accounting & Finance
Liverpool Criminology & Sociology
London Events Course
Loughborough Chemical Engineering
Loughborough Psychology & Criminology
Loughborough International Business
Loughborough Mechanical Engineering
Manchester History
Manchester Metropolitan Marketing
Newcastle Food Business Management & Marketing
Nottingham Computer Science
Nottingham Economics
Nottingham Engineering & Physical Sciences
Nottingham Neuroscience
Nottingham Psychology
Nottingham Trent Psychology with Criminology
Nottingham Trent Sport & Exercise Science
Oxford Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Portsmouth English Literature
Portsmouth Mechanical Engineering
Portsmouth Mathematics
Queen Mary, London Economics, Statistics and Mathematics
Queen Mary, London Psychology
Queen's Belfast Planning, Environment and Development
Reading Quantity Surveying
Royal Central School 
of Speech and Drama Scenic Painting for Stage and Screen
Royal Holloway Computer Science & Mathematics
Royal Holloway Genetics
Sheffield Mechanical Engineering
Solent (Southampton) Business Management with Marketing    
 (deferred)

Southampton Biomedical Sciences          
Southampton Mathematics & Computer Science
Southampton Physiotherapy
Strathclyde Mechanical Engineering
Surrey Aerospace Engineering
Surrey Economics
Surrey Mechanical Engineering
Sussex Business, Management & Economics
Sussex History
Sussex Marketing & Management with Psychology
Sussex Primary & Early Years Education (deferred)

The University of Law Law
UCFB Football Coaching & Management
UCL Pharmacy
UEA Politics
University of East Anglia History
Warwick Criminology & Sociology
Warwick History
Westminster Biochemistry
Westminster Business Management
Westminster International Business
Worcester Cricket Coaching & Management
Writtle University College Veterinary Physiotherapy



VOLUNTEERING

All students in the Sixth Form are expected to contribute to the life of the School and wider community. Volunteering develops  
a number of transferable skills for future employment and university courses and is an important part of Sixth Form life.

In-Lesson Support

Students in Year 12 provide at least one period of in-lesson support in classes lower down the school in a subject of their choice.  

Club and Societies

Sixth Form students are encouraged to set up and run their own clubs and societies. They also help run and support a wide range 
of clubs and societies as well as mentoring younger students and helping with paired reading. 

Mentoring

Sixth Form students have the opportunity to join the mentoring programme where they receive training from an educational psychologist 
on how to effectively deliver mentoring sessions and support underachieving students. Once trained, the students work with Year 
7-11 students and help support them across a variety of subjects and develop their meta-cognitive skills. 

Primary School Volunteering

We have very close links with our local primary schools and many of our students also offer reading, literacy, numeracy and one to 
one support to primary aged students. 

ENRICHMENT

All students in Year 12 and 13 undertake a timetabled one hour enrichment class once a fortnight. This enables the students to develop 
skills vital to their well being as well as for their own personal development. Classes available to students include:

● Cooking for university ● First Aid ● Environment Committee ● Art
● Photography ● Design Technology ● GMO Project ● Volunteering

*These change each year depending on the interests of the cohort

Sixth Form Games

All students also undertake a timetabled hour of Sixth Form games once a fortnight. This provides students with the opportunity to be 
active and helps promote physical and mental wellbeing. Students are able to select the activities that they wish to take part in.

Extra-Curricular Sport

Sports teams in the Sixth Form are very competitive and enter various competitions at district, county and national level. There are also 
a number of clubs that students can join during the week and also a state-of-the-art gym and fitness suite including a free weights area.
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Trips

We pride ourselves in the wide variety of extra-curricular trip 
opportunities that are available to our Sixth Form students that 
will provide them with memories that they will take with them 
for the rest of their lives. These residential trips include:

● World Challenge which runs every two years 
 (2023 trip scheduled for Eswatini & Kruger National Park)
● History and Politics trip to Washington DC and New York, USA
● Annual whole school ski trip
● Duke of Edinburgh up to Gold Award
● Geography field trip to Cranedale
● Geography trip to Iceland in Year 12

There are also many day trips organised to stimulate a love of 
learning outside the classroom.
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Learn 2 Live - Road Safety

Year 12 students are taken on a trip to the Learn 2 Live Road  
Safety event. This targets young people as they are statistically  
one of the most at risk groups when it comes to road traffic  
collisions. It enables young people to understand specific risks 
and consider the consequences of their actions. It encourages 
them to make small changes to their behaviours and develop 
appropriate coping strategies that they can use to make sensible 
safe choices with regard to their safety when travelling on the 
roads.

Head Students and Prefects

● In March each year, Year 12 students are invited to apply to 
 become head students and prefects.

Prefects are divided into committees which lead on key priorities 
across the school and work in partnership with staff, students 
and outside organisations. 

The committees include:
● Equalities and students voice
● House, sport and charities
● Well-being
● Transition
● Environment
● Social and Leavers

Charities and Fundraising

Sixth Formers lead on a variety of fundraising projects both 
in line with national campaigns and in support of our School 
House Charities. These local charities are:

● CVSS Sailing for people with disabilities, Rickmansworth. 
● Arts for Life, Pinner. 
● CW Wildlife Rescue, Rickmansworth. 
● Michael Sobell Hospice, Mount Vernon.

Students organise and run events such as non uniform days, a 
Christmas Charity Fayre and an annual fun run.   

Transition Programme

All students have an introductory programme developing study 
skills to make their start to Sixth Form a success. There are  
opportunities to hear from our alumni students, work with an 
educational psychologist and meet the head student team to 
help them settle into Sixth Form life.

Careers Advice and Support

We take careers education and guidance very seriously and 
have a number of sessions throughout the year to help students  
make decisions about the path they will follow when leaving 
school. We encourage students to access the wide range of  
literature and software available and our careers adviser is 
available at lunch times on a drop-in basis. 

Higher Education Tutors

All students are assigned a specialist Higher Education Tutor 
who will personally oversee their UCAS application. This is  
usually their form tutor who builds up a strong relationship with 
the student throughout their Sixth Form life. If a student is an 
early applicant or requires more specialist support, they will be 
assigned a separate member of staff.

Destinations Support

The Sixth Form team organises and runs two Destinations 
Days during Year 12 and 13. These days allow students the  
opportunity to make informed decisions about their next steps. 
We have guest speakers from universities and apprenticeship 
providers. 

Work Experience

Students are invited to participate in one week of work  
experience at the end of Year 12. They are encouraged to explore  
opportunities within their chosen field of study to enhance their  
personal statements for university and life beyond school. This  
meets Gatsby Benchmark 5 - encounters with employers and the  
Career Development Framework objectives of managing career, 
creating opportunities and seeing the bigger picture. It prepares 
students for life, providing them with valuable work experience 
and workability skills that are part of the Hertfordshire Skills 
Framework.

UCAS Exhibition - Excel Centre London

All students are given the opportunity to attend the UCAS  
Exhibition at the Excel Centre London in Year 12. This event is  
attended by the majority of universities and apprenticeship 
providers and helps students to firm up potential course and 
university choices.
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