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Topic 1 
 

Topic 2 Topic 3 Topic 4 

Topic Name 
 

Topic Key Concepts/Knowledge 

 
 

Introduction to Sociology 
What is Sociology?  
 

What is the difference between 
nature versus nurture? 
 
What is functionalism? 

Explore consensus versus conflict 
debate and structure versus action 

 
What is Marxism? 
Discuss key concepts associated with 
Marxism: ascribed status, alienation, 
capitalism, means of production, 
bourgeoisie, proletariat 
 
What is feminism? 

Introduce four different types of 
feminism (Marxist, difference,  
,radical and liberal). 
 
Social Action theory 
Unpick key ideas of labelling, 
meaning, understanding, small scale, 
interactions. What is the influence of 
individual choice on relationships and 
families? 

This section underpins all future 

learning in Sociology.  

Families and Households 
 
Is childhood a social construction? 

 
How have roles within the family 
changed? Gender roles, domestic labour 
and power relationships. 
 
Analysis : How do theoretical 

perspectives view the family in relation 
to social change? 
Feminism, Marxism, Functionalist and 
personal perspectives. 
 
How has changing demographic trends 
influenced family life? Birth rate, death 
rate, life expectancy, ageing population, 
migration and globalisation. 
 
How have changing patterns in marriage 
and divorce influenced family? 
 
How has social policy influenced family 

life?  
 

Education and Methods in 
Context  
 

What is the role of education 
in society (economy and  
class structure)? 

 
To what extent does class impact on 
educational achievement? Why is this 

the case? 
 
To what extent does ethnicity impact on 
educational achievement? Why is this 
the case? 
 
To what extent does gender influence 
educational achievement and subject 
choice? Why is this the case? 
 
How do sociologists research education? 
Methods in context - what are the 
problems when completing research?  
 

How have government policies had an 
impact on education? Selection, 
marketisation and privatisation.  

Theory and Methods 
 
 

Quantitative and qualitative methods of 
research; research design 
 
Sources of data, including questionnaires, 
interviews, participant and non-participant 
observation, experiments, documents and 

official statistics 
 
The distinction between primary and 
secondary data, and between quantitative 
and qualitative data 
 
The relationship between positivism, 
interpretivism and sociological methods; the 
nature of ‘social facts’ 
 
The theoretical, practical 
and ethical 

considerations influencing choice of topic, choice 
of method(s) and the conduct of research 

 
Consensus, conflict, 
structural and social action 
theories 
 
The concepts of modernity 
and post-modernity in 
relation to sociological theory 
 
To what extent is Sociology a science? 
 
The relationship between theory and 
methods 

 
Debates about subjectivity, 
objectivity and value freedom 
 
The relationship between 
Sociology and social policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Extra-Curricular opportunities 
 

Tutor 2U exam workshops 
Sociology conference 

Assessment Opportunities 
Internal formative assessment - take place every half term and end of Year 12 exam 

Students will be given a wide range of opportunities to apply their Sociology, skills and concepts through a mixture of AS and A level style questions. Leading to formal A level 

questions at the end of year 12. Sociology Six style knowledge recall at the start of lessons and completing key concept knowledge organisers to assess gaps in knowledge.  

External summative assessment: 

There will be 2 examined assessments at the end of Year 12: 

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods (2 hours, 33.3% of A level) Two short Q’s on Education with 4 and 6 marks, one question worth 10 marks based on data 

response item and an essay Q worth 30 marks. 20 mark Q for Methods in Context and 10 mark Q on theory and methods. 

Paper 2: Topics Families and Households with one Q on Theory and Methods. Topic: 10 marks +10 (based on data response) + 20 marks (based on data response). Theory 
and Methods: 1 x 10 marks and 1 x 20 (based on data response) 

Connections to learning  
Geography: Globalisation, demographic trends, migration, economy, research methods. 
Politics: government policy 
Business and Economics: Influence of education on economics.  
Psychology: Research methods 

Opportunities to develop the 
whole student  
(Ricky R’s) 

 
 

Research tasks (being resourceful) 
Respectful of different aspects of society - family structure, class, ethnicity, gender etc.  

 
 


