
Year 7 into 8 - Parent Information Virtual Evening

FAQs

Are you planning any trips in the next academic year? The children have missed out on so
much and it would be good to make this happen.

Trips and visits are an integral part of the education of students at Rickmansworth School. We

understand the importance of them in developing well rounded individuals ready for life

beyond school.  We hope to run a range of trips and visits next academic year for all year groups

and in line with any COVID-19 guidance in place. Further details will be shared with parents in

due course. In the meantime, our extra-curricular provision is now back up and running and

more information can be found on the school website here.

Are there any other foreign languages available as a second foreign language choice (except
German and French)?

French and German are the two main languages taught at Rickmansworth School. We currently

offer other languages after school in twilight sessions for one hour a week which is supported

by the MFL department and facilitated by A level linguists.

Students are also able to select to study a community language if it has parental support to

facilitate teaching at home in order for students to acquire an additional GCSE. Languages

studied include Arabic, Urdu, Turkish and Portugese. The School provides twilight support

sessions to help students with the necessary examination requirements.

Which subjects are the students placed in sets for in Year 8? Will normal roomings resume (ie.
movement around school) in September for the current Year 7 cohort?

We are awaiting further guidance from the Department for Education around ‘bubbles’ and

hope to return to our usual movement around school from September.

Students are currently placed in sets in mathematics and games in Year 8. All other subjects are

taught in mixed ability classes according to their form groups.

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/613/extra-curricular-opportunities-1


I was wondering how the School is planning to tackle issues around sexual consent and sexual
harassment. What kind of educational content is being developed to educate children about
what's acceptable and what's not. Do children know how to raise concerns and get support if
they need it?

Safeguarding the children and young people at Rickmansworth School is our number one

priority. The Senior Leadership Team and Governing Body has reviewed Ofsted's report into

sexual abuse in schools in order to consider its findings. In response, all members of the Pastoral

and Safeguarding Team have already completed additional training to further enhance our

procedures and policies. Furthermore, in response to the findings of the report all staff will

undertake training in the autumn term.

The topic of consent, sexual harassment and abuse is taught through PSHE. These important

topics are also addressed in assemblies and form time activities.

Students are able to report concerns to any member of staff, alternatively they can seek

support confidentially through the Student Dashboard or the Report Bullying function on the

student page of the school website.

Is the reward scheme continuing, how can you ensure it is equitable across all the students?
Eg. Our daughter was identified as Mastery in one subject and has yet to receive a R5 that
corresponds to attaining this achievement.

The Behaviour for Learning Policy is in place to reward students for their hard work and

achievements, both academic and personal. Class teachers are able to reward a maximum of

two students per class, each half term with an R5. These awards are not solely linked to

academic attainment.

Uniform Question: Each year we are having longer, extremely hot spells. Can it be suggested
that boys are allowed to wear shorts? It is not beneficial to their learning or concentration if
they are overheating. It is unfair that the girls are allowed to wear skirts without tights and
the boys are sweltering in trousers when the temperature is hitting 30C.

This matter will be considered in advance of next summer. Any changes or alterations to our

gender neutral uniform policy would then need approval from the Governing Body.

The wearing of skirts or trousers is a matter for students and parents to decide.

https://www.rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/785/report-bullying


Do I need to help my child decide their future education/career path during Year 8 or is this
something that happens in later years? If not, what is Year 8 working towards in regards to
their educational path?

All students complete their option choices In the Spring Term of Year 9, with a view to starting

their GCSE courses in Year 10.

Year 8 is an important element of Key Stage 3 that supports students in accessing a broad and

balanced curriculum, with experience in a range of subjects.

All Year 8 students will undertake a work shadowing placement in Summer Term 2022. This is a

great opportunity for students to consider any specific professions of interest. Further details

will be shared with parents next academic year. In the meantime please encourage your child to

review the information and guidance available via our Able and Ambitious classroom.


