
Year 9 Parent/Carer Information 
Evening

Mr Cooper - Year 9 Director of Learning

Mrs Cartledge - Curriculum Deputy Headteacher

Mr Bates - KS3 English Leader

Mr Hambleton - Pastoral Deputy Headteacher



Agenda
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• Rewards/cons
equences 
reminder

• Pastoral 
support

• Key dates

Mrs Cartledge
Deputy Headteacher 
- Curriculum
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process

Mr Bates
KS3 Leader of 
English
• Supporting 

reading at 
home

Mr Hambleton
Deputy Headteacher 
- Pastoral Support
• Sexual abuse 

and 
harrasment 

• E-Safety 



Attendance
- School target for attendance: 96%

- Year 8 Attendance (2021-22): 93%

- Year 9 Attendance: 94%



Attendance and lateness
- Direct link between underachievement and attendance below 95%

- In 2019, students at Rickmansworth School who attend less that 95% 
achieved on average two thirds of a grade less in every subject. 

- Regular attenders;
■ make better progress both socially and academically
■ find school routines, schoolwork and friendships easier to cope 

with
■ find learning more satisfying
■ are more successful in transferring between secondary school 

and higher education, employment or training



Attendance and lateness

Descriptor Attendance % Actual attendance Whole days 
absent

Learning hours 
lost

Excellent 100% 190 days 0 0

Good 98% 186 days 4 20

Satisfactory 95% 180.5 days 9.5 (2 weeks) 47.5

Cause for 
concern 

90% 171 days 19 (4 weeks) 95 

Serious cause for 
concern

85% 161.5 days 28.5 (5/6 weeks) 142.5

Critical 80% 152 days 38 (7/8 weeks) 190



How can you support with your child’s attendance?
- Ensure attendance is above 96%  
- Send your child to school unless they require medical intervention and 

provide a note when they are absent 
- Ensure they arrive to school on time
- Please respond to attendance correspondence 

• 96% phone call
• 94% warning letter
• 10 day absence warning letter/Herts CC informed

- Please avoid requests for absence during term time



Standards and expectations reminder

Making the first conversation positive! 



Uniform
- Full guidance is on the website
- We want our students to be proud to attend Rickmansworth and the 

uniform is part of our identity
- I would like to remind you of a few key aspects of the guidance with you 

and ask for your support in maintaining these expectations, which will 
result in immediate C3;

- Trainers 
- Jewellery 
- Phones 
- Headphones (unless given permission) 
- Hair shorter than grade 2
- Unnatural hair colours
- Skinny trousers 

These expectations have been in place for a number of years. 



● Fully charged chromebook (everyday)
● Exercise books
● Pencil case
● 2 x blue or black pens
● Green pen
● Purple pen
● 2 pencils
● Eraser
● Ruler
● Glue stick
● Scientific calculator 
● Protractor 
● Compass
● Pencil Sharpener
● Headphones - non USB, standard jack. 
● PE kit

Equipment



Rewards and Consequences
- Please check SIMS daily to discuss your child's achievements. 

- As outlined in the home school agreement please support any sanctions 
issued to your child.

- Rewards:
- Merit certificates 
- Termly raffles
- House points
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Communication and Support

Pastoral Support Subject Support

- Form Tutor
- Mrs D’Moirah 

(Pastoral Support Officer)
- Mr Cooper (Director of Learning)

- Class Teacher
- Head of Department



External agencies 

- Kooth
- Childline
- NSPCC
- Talk to Frank
- CEOP
- Fearless
- Mind

Internal Support

- Worry box
- Report Bullying (via 

website)

Pastoral Support - Student Dashboard



Parent page of website – generic guidance
- FAQ’s
- eSafety
- Travel and road safety
- Online payments
- BYOD

Parent Support - School Website



- Supporting Home Learning

- Online Safety

- Exam and Test Anxiety and Stress 

- Mental Health and Wellbeing

- Sexual Abuse and Harrasment 

Dates TBC 

Parent Workshops - 2022/23



• Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening
– Thursday 19th January 2023

• Year 9 Options Evening
– Thursday 26th January 2023

Key Dates



Mrs Cartledge
Deputy Headteacher, Curriculum



Curriculum  
‘Our vision is to develop well-rounded successful individuals, all of whom make a positive contribution 

to Rickmansworth school life and beyond.’

● Develop lively, enquiring minds.

● Have the ability to question, argue rationally and think creatively.

● Be equipped with the knowledge and cultural-capital necessary to succeed in life.

● Value participation, performance and the creativity of others.

● Demonstrate understanding and respect for the uniqueness and beliefs of the individual.

● Maximise opportunities for artistic, expressive, creative and technological experiences.

● Acquire transferable skills and to be able to apply these in relevant situations.

● Achieve  qualifications which maximise opportunities in employment and higher education.

● Develop as confident, responsible and articulate citizens who take responsibility for their own health, safety and well-being, 

in addition to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

● Develop and explore their inner-strengths to thrive at school and beyond.



Curriculum Hours and Operation

Subject changes: resilience, computing and the innovation carousel.

Innovation and Design: carousel approach including one term of innovation and 
design, one term of food and nutrition and one term of computing.

Teaching philosophy: mixed ability and ‘sets’.



Looking ahead to key stage 4

Core curriculum: English language, English literature, mathematics and combined science. In 
addition to non-examination games, PSHE and core religious education 

Most students will continue with a modern foriegn language and will have the ability to select 
three additional option subjects.

Some students will be recommended to study separate sciences.

Most students will study 9 GCSEs



Designing a curriculum
● Ability in the subject.

● Skills the subject will enable your child to develop.

● The possible career implications of the chosen subject.

● Your child’s enjoyment and interest in the subject area.

The English Baccalaureate

Combined suite of ‘facilitating’ subjects. It is not a qualification.

The government’s ambition is to see 75% of students studying the 

EBacc subject combination at GCSE by 2022, and 90% by 2025.

All students will be required to have at least one EBacc subject as one 

of their options from: computer science, French, geography, German, 

history and separate science to maintain academic breadth of study. 

English

Science
Maths

French/
German

Geography/
History



Subject selection: The Process



Mr A Bates
KS3 English Leader



● Why is reading for pleasure important?

● How can you support reading at home?

● What can you do if your child struggles with reading?



Why is reading for pleasure so important? 

• Research shows there is a positive correlation between reading for 
pleasure, reading frequency, and wider academic attainment

• Reading supports achievement across all subjects

• The modern world - at work and home - requires increased literacy 
skills and knowledge

• Research shows that reading can have a positive impact on mental 
health; understanding of emotions; empathy for others



How can you support reading at home?

• Read together - read at the same time, read the same book, read to one 
another

• Have reading material easily available around the house - newspapers, 
magazines, novels, non-fiction books

• Discuss reading - introduce something you have read and enjoyed; ask 
questions about what your child is reading

• Set aside time for reading - e.g. before bed



How can you support reading at home?

• Use a range of resources - the school/public library; the e-library; 
online newspapers/magazines; audiobooks 

• Follow reading challenges, reading prizes (e.g. Carnegie), use the 
library newsletter/ Book Trust/ Lit in Colour for suggestions

• Try and maintain a positive attitude towards reading - not a chore or 
something that receives a reward

• Allow free choice about what is being read (within reason!)



What can you do if your child struggles with reading?



What can you do if your child struggles with reading?

• Read aloud to your child/ have them read to you

• Ask them questions to check understanding - a child might read fluently but not 
understand what they are reading

• Check they are reading books of appropriate challenge and length - Barrington 
Stoke are a specialist publisher (the library has lots!)

• Turn on the subtitles when watching TV/film

• Have your child listen to an audiobook while reading along



Useful Resources

The school library - including access to the e-library (ePlatform)

Book Trust - tips for supporting reading and recommended reads

Barrington Stoke

Carnegie Medal Shortlist 2022

Lit in Colour recommendations 

https://sites.google.com/rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/library
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/
https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/yoto-carnegie-medal-shortlist-2022/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/company-article/years-7-9

