
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL

Headteacher: Mr M Fletcher BSc (Hons) PGCE MA NPQH

30 September 2022

Dear Parents and Carers

A Level History And Politics Trip To New York, Philadelphia And Washington DC

Thank you very much for your prompt final payment. The last elements of the itinerary are being put
in place to make the most of the time we have in the USA. This letter contains reminders and things to
think about ahead of the trip.

The pre-trip information evening for parents and carers will take place on Monday 17 October
18:30-19:30 on the learning steps in the Sixth Form block. I will outline the full trip itinerary and
provide advice about what students need to bring. You will also have the opportunity to ask
questions.

Please can I ask that your child's medical details are correct on the School’s management information
system, since this is the information I will be taking on the trip. If information needs updating or
altering you can do this by contacting Mrs Evans via email (staff.evans@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk)
as soon as possible. Please can you also make sure that any medicine, for example, inhalers and
adrenaline pens are in date and packed.

In order to plan ahead, some parents and carers have made enquiries about spending money. As the
trip is booked on a bed and breakfast only rate, students will need enough money to buy lunch and an
evening meals every day and pay for metro/subway tickets (especially in Washington DC). Should
students be content to eat the meal provided on both flights then this can replace the need to
purchase an evening meal on those days.

I would anticipate that budgeting for £35 per day of spending money will be adequate to buy food,
drinks, snacks and tickets to use public transportation. In addition to this, they will need to bring
spending money for any shopping they wish to do. Please ensure that this is exchanged into US
Dollars before the trip.

I would also like to remind you that it is a mandatory requirement when travelling to the USA to have
registered for ‘Electronic Travel Authority’ and be in receipt of travel authorisation via ESTA. There is
an online application form available at ESTA. A fee of $21.00  will be charged for each new application
or for a renewed ESTA. Your child will need to apply for and pay for this at least 72 hours before
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travel or they will not be able to travel to the USA. In order to apply for the ESTA, you will need the
address of the hotel that your child will be staying in. Please use the following address:

Holiday Inn Express Midtown West
538 W 48th Street
New York
NY10036
USA
Phone: 001 212 582 0692

Current Covid-19 regulations for travel to the USA are constantly being updated and can be found
here. Please make sure that your child has the relevant vaccination information to hand either via the
NHS app or as a hard copy.

As you are already aware, we will be flying to New York with Virgin Airlines from London Heathrow
and flying back to London Heathrow from Washington DC:

26 October - Virgin Atlantic VS3 LHR to JFK depart at 09:15 and arrive at 12:35
31 October - Virgin Atlantic VS22 IAD to LHR depart at 19:15 and arrive at 10:50 (01 November)

All students are required to make their own way to the airport. They must be at the meeting point: T3
Zone A (next to Costa Coffee), within the Virgin Terminal at London Heathrow on Wednesday 26
October at 05:45 (please do not be late).

We will return home (from Washington DC) with Virgin Atlantic on Tuesday 01 November arriving at
LHR at 10:50.  All students are to be collected from the airport: please be prompt to collect your
child.

I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting on the 17 October. In the meantime, do not hesitate to
contact me should you have further questions.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely

Mrs F Stannard
Teacher of History and Head of Sixth Form Pastoral Care

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/usa

