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Dear Parents and Carers

Additional Guidance for the Awarding of Grades 2021

Over the past few weeks students have been working incredibly hard and as a school community, we
are incredibly proud of them all.

This letter is to provide you with an overview of the most important information that you and your
child need to know about how grades will be awarded this summer. This letter also includes a timeline
from now until the results day in August and also a flow chart of internal quality assurance.

How will you be assessed?

The professional judgement of teachers will only be based on what you have been taught and your
teachers will use a range of evidence from across the course of study to make their decision.

We will be using the following information to help support our judgements:

1. Current working at grades (Year 10, autumn, spring and summer - Year 11 Autumn and
spring)

2. Mock examination grades from November
3. Centre assessment - conducted in the sports hall
4. In class assessment 1
5. In class assessment 2
6. For subjects that have an NEA component, whether completed or partially completed, this

will also be taken into account
7. For subjects that have a endorsement to submit this will also be included
8. For subjects that have a performance element, this will also be included

Subjects not following points 3-8: art, photography and creative i-media - this will be 100% portfolio
based and is not subject to the same arrangements as other subjects.
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Community Languages will not be following the process 1-8 - tasks have been externally assessed
and a letter was sent separately about this.

Where a student has been unable to complete the full three pieces of recent assessment evidence, we
will look to the guidance to ensure we meet the requirements for external moderation. In the very
rare instances that students have not met the minimum requirements of a range of recent work, as
outlined by Ofqual, then we may request students to complete or submit additional evidence for
external moderation.

We will not be using the Year 10 summer mock examinations completed in 2020 as a basis of
evidence as we cannot guarantee the authenticity of the evidence. Once all evidence has been
moderated, your teacher will make the final judgement based on the evidence they have and their
professional judgement.

Your child’s teachers will not be able to tell you the grade or mark they have submitted to the exam
board, this includes marks or grades for recent in class assessments.

Determining Grades

No single piece of evidence will necessarily be more important than another, as teachers will be
assessing you based on a range of evidence that provides an overall picture of your performance. Any
anomalous results will be discussed during the professional discussions planned in the condensed
days on 20 and 24 May and during department meetings throughout May.

Where access arrangements were not fully in place when an assessment was undertaken, your
teacher should take that into account when making a professional judgement. If you have contacted
the school regarding special circumstances that may have affected performance your teacher should
take that into account when making a professional judgement.

Once all the evidence is collated and assessments are complete, teachers will then make a
professional judgement based on the evidence available to them. A selection of students' work will
then be requested by the awarding organisations for them to quality assure externally and then
finally award students their grades.

Staff have used the advice and guidance including additional grade descriptors, to supplement those
previously published by Ofqual. In addition, staff have recently undertaken external training on
unconscious bias and how to make objective judgements. Please refer to the internal quality
assurance process flowchart accompanying this letter which the school has used to ensure that
judgements were determined consistently and in line with our centre policy which has been sent to
the JCQ for external quality assurance.



Timeline

May June July August

Students to complete
assessments and final
day in school

20 & 24 May - Internal
quality assurance
moderation

Data check - internal
quality assurance of all
teacher judgements

18 June - all teacher
judgements will have
been sent to the
awarding
organisations

Awarding
organisations
complete external
quality assurance and
finalise grades

12 August - GCSE
results day.

Results Day and additional information

Results day plans will take into account any Covid-19 restrictions and social distancing measures
which may still be in place, therefore we will leave the planning of this until the end of the academic
year to ensure that we are reflecting current policy. This communication will also include further
information about next steps on results day.

Finally, I would like to reiterate that we are immensely proud of all of our students and wider school
community for the support and care they have shown in these challenging times. If you have any
further questions about anything contained in this letter please do not hesitate to contact
cags@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk. If you have any pastoral queries then please contact Mr Berry,
Director of Learning via email: staff.berry@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.

Yours sincerely

Mr R Titley
Assistant Headteacher
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