
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL

Headteacher: Mr M Fletcher BSc (Hons) PGCE MA NPQH

14 September 2022

Dear Parents and Carers

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition

As you are aware the Duke of Edinburgh Expedition has been rearranged and will now take place
from 25 September to 27 September. Due to this having to be re-booked it will run slightly
differently from the original plan. The Sunday students will not be sleeping overnight.

Sunday 25 September
Students need to arrive at school at 08:00 and go to the main hall. They need to bring with them all
the equipment they plan to bring on the expedition. This should include bags, sleeping equipment, the
food they plan to cook for the evening meal on Monday night, tents and stoves if they are planning on
providing their own. Equipment requested for loan will be handed out on this day. Please ensure that
you have paid the deposit for this equipment as we do not release equipment without a deposit.

Students will also need a small bag suitable to carry their waterproofs, first aid kit, lunch, snacks, and
water for Sunday for some of the training.  Students should arrive dressed with walking boots and
ready to go.

Students should be collected at 16:00 from the School site and return home for the evening. We are
unable to look after their equipment overnight so this will need to also be collected.

Monday 26 - Tuesday 27 September
This is the qualifying assessment for the Bronze award. Students will be navigating their pre-planned
routes and camping overnight under assessed conditions. Students need to arrive at school at 07:45
ready to leave either on the coach or minibus.

Weather/ Equipment
Due to undertaking this trip in September please ensure that enough adequate clothing is packed.
Thermals are great as are light thin layers that can really make a difference but do not forget a winter
hat and gloves as nights can become cold. Students will also need a fully waterproof jacket and
trousers. We would also recommend ensuring that students have something to sit on whilst cooking,
this does not have to be anything special but something that will ensure they remain dry. As the light
is now closing in, each group will need to make sure they have adequate torches.
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Sections
Students need to ensure that all three of the independent sections (Volunteering, Physical, Skill) are
up to date and completed on the eDofE portal so that it is only the expedition that is outstanding
from this award.
Students need to ensure an assessor report is loaded to the portal and is correctly signed off.

Twitter
We will be updating the Twitter feed @DofERicky throughout the week. Please ensure you ask your
child which group they are in. All groups have an animal name this year but it is likely we will only
refer to them using the first letter on Twitter.

Mobile Phones and other Electrical Gadgets including Music players
Due to advice from the Duke of Edinburgh Award, students will not be permitted to bring mobile
phones or electrical items of any sort. Students will be issued with a basic mobile phone per team that
they can use in the event of an emergency which is in keeping with the Duke of Edinburgh Awards.
Any student who does not adhere to this and chooses to bring their own mobile phone will run the
risk of it being confiscated and being removed from the course. This may then have an impact on their
ability to complete the Award. As the expedition is a team event this may also have an impact on the
rest of the team. One of the twenty conditions set out by the Duke of Edinburgh Award is that
students walk in groups of four to seven students so if these numbers are compromised there may be
a direct impact on other students’ Awards.

The rules around mobile phones are part of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. Students are
expected to undertake the expedition without the aid of digital devices and without communicating
on the internet. The expedition is expected to put students in a situation where they have to work as
a team and work things out by thinking on their feet. It also enhances their communication skills and
takes them back to basics.

We recommend students bring a pack of cards or a small game such as Uno to play together or in
their tents in wet weather. School rules still apply on trips of this nature and students should not be
entering other students' tents.

Details of the trip are as follows:

Date: 25 September

Meeting time: 08:00

Meeting location: Main Hall

Anticipated return time: 16:00

Return location: Rickmansworth School

Lunch arrangements: Bring a packed lunch with a water bottle

Dress code: Outdoor wear bringing a full kit with you.

Date: 26 - 27 September

Meeting time: 07:45

Meeting location: Sports Hall

https://twitter.com/dofericky


Anticipated return time: 17:30

Return location: Sports Hall

Food arrangements: Students should eat breakfast prior to arriving and bring lunches for
Monday and Tuesday and ingredients to cook Monday night and food for
Breakfast

Dress code: Walking boots and hiking clothing bringing with you all the equipment the
students need for the next few days

Please confirm your child’s attendance on the attached Groupcall form.

Yours sincerely

Miss J Baron
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator


