
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL

Headteacher: Mr M Fletcher BSc (Hons) PGCE MA NPQH

11 January 2023

Dear Parents and Carers

GCSE Options Update: Year 9 Subject Choices Process

Further to my letter sent to you in November 2022, I am writing to update you on our provision to
support Year 9 students to make informed GCSE subject choices. The School has put in place various
opportunities to help them to be as prepared as possible.

During the previous half term, students have been using scheduled form time to discuss the options
process with form tutors and have also received assemblies from both Mr Cooper and myself. To
begin discussions at home, students have been using the curriculum pages on the School website. As
a reminder, the School website provides an overview of the curriculum that we offer, including
subject videos. In addition to this, the GCSE Options Booklet found here can offer support and
guidance.

One-to-One Meetings
One-to-one meetings have taken place between students and the wider Senior Leadership Team.
Some students will have an additional meeting to discuss their subject choices after the form has
been submitted. This is to gain an understanding of the rationale and decision making process that
the student has applied whilst ensuring they have chosen appropriate subjects for their desired
future pathways.

Year 9 Parent Consultation
The Year 9 Parent Consultation takes place on 19 January; this is a virtual event.  The consultation
will give the opportunity for you and your child to speak to your child’s teachers about their subject
choices before finalising them.

Taster Sessions
To support students who indicated during their one-to-one meetings that they may select GCSE
Business Studies, Film Studies, PE and/or Photography as one or more of their subject choices, we are
holding ‘taster sessions’ on 16 January. Students involved will be briefed by their form tutors by
Friday 13 January. These sessions will mean that students will miss one or more normal, timetabled
lessons.
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“Which Way Now?” Virtual Conference
This event is on Monday 23 January. A selection of volunteer speakers will deliver a carousel of talks
for the students in person. Students will be encouraged to prepare questions in advance to ask the
volunteers and to complete an evaluation at the end of the day so that feedback can be provided to
our visitors.

GCSE Options Evening
We welcome your attendance along with your child on Thursday 26 January. The event will be held
between 18:00 to 20:00 in the School Hall and will commence with talks from myself, Mr Fletcher
and Mr Cooper. You will also be able to hear from two Year 10 students about their experience of
selecting their option subjects.  As we are limited by seating capacity, we can only admit one
parent/carer along with your child to the event.

You and your child will have the opportunity to attend four presentations. I would advise that you
only attend the presentations for the subjects in which you still require more information. Your child
will be deciding which presentations to attend during form time on Friday 20 January and Monday 23
January. I will issue them with a schedule on 25 January which will outline the times of the
presentations you will attend.

If you have a free slot between your presentations, please come and see myself, Mr Cooper or Mrs
Witherall in the Sixth Form Centre; we will be available to answer any of your questions and provide
careers guidance.

Submission of Options Choices
As outlined in the GCSE Options Booklet, the options form will be submitted via each student’s SIMS
account as the process is student-centred. Although students are submitting the form, parents and
carers will be able to see the choices made via their SIMS Parent app. The ability to submit subject
choices is available from 04 February when students will also receive a personalised email regarding
modern foreign languages and separate science.

I hope by having this responsibility and ownership of their option choice submission that students will
respect the process by ensuring they submit their choice on time by the deadline of 25 February.

This is a crucial period for your child and I cannot stress enough the importance of the decisions being
made. I am confident that through our provision and guidance we will enable all students to be able to
select a programme of study that they believe they will enjoy and can be successful in.

Yours sincerely

Mrs V Cartledge
Deputy Headteacher


