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15 November 2022

Dear Parents and Carers

GCSE Options - Year 9 Subject Choices Process

As your child’s first term in Year 9 comes to a close, they now enter one of the most important
decision-making processes of their school experience to date, with an outcome which will shape their
future.

In order to support Year 9 students to make informed subject choices, the School has put in place
various opportunities to help them to be as prepared as possible. During this half-term, students will
be using scheduled form time to discuss the options process with form tutors, they will receive
assemblies from both Mr Cooper and myself, before participating in one-to-one meetings with a
member of the wider Senior Leadership Team (SLT).

One-to-One Meetings
One-to-one meetings will take place between 28 November and 14 December. SLT will be discussing
your child’s progress during this term, subject recommendations from teachers and asking for an
insight from them as to the potential subjects they are considering taking as a GCSE option.

Home Discussion
In advance of these meetings, please can I ask that you spend some time discussing with your child
what lies beyond Years 10 and 11 and their future plans, guiding them to reflect on their own
interests and aptitudes. It is common to find that many students at this stage in their education do not
yet know which career path they might take; keeping subject choices broad and balanced with the
consideration of transferable skills will be crucial in this situation. The videos and information on the
curriculum page of the School’s website can also provide a useful basis for discussion and I would
strongly advise that your child looks at these prior to their meeting.

To facilitate these discussions, you may wish to view this link which references information regarding
subject choices and ‘success at school’ on behalf of the company, J.P. Morgan. Although this was
issued in 2020, the guidance remains relevant and has a useful action plan which your child can adapt
to use as a guide as part of the decision-making process.
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“Which Way Now?” Conference
Ms Witherall will also be hosting our annual, ‘Which Way Now?’ conference on 23 January 2023,
which will provide students with another forum to discuss their future plans. Please click the
following link to access a booklet called ‘Which Way Now?’ which I hope you will read through with
your child to help them organise their ideas when choosing their GCSE options for KS4. Research is
an important part of the options process and students can record information within this booklet. If
your child has questions regarding careers, it is imperative they utilise Ms Witherall to help guide
their subject choices.

GCSE Options Evening
This event is scheduled for 26 January 2023 and we are pleased to inform you that this event will
return to being face-to-face. As part of the event, subject specific information will be provided
outlining the curriculum offer in more depth than that available on the School’s website. There will
also be the opportunity to hear from Mr Fletcher, myself and Mr Cooper via presentations which will
outline key aspects to consider when selecting subjects for future study. Heads of Department will
deliver presentations and these sessions will also give you the opportunity to ask subject-specific
questions. I will update you with more information about this event during the next half term.

Year 9 Parent Consultation
The Year 9 Parent Consultation will be taking place on 19 January 2023, which will give the
opportunity for you and your child to speak to your child’s teachers about their potential subject
choices before attending Options Evening. In preparation for this, you and your child will receive
their full report, which can be used to help provide further guidance regarding suitable option
choices.

Year 9 Taster Sessions
Due to a successful trial last academic year, we will be running these during the next half term. These
sessions will provide students with the opportunity to trial a lesson in a subject they have not studied
at Key Stage Three. Students will be able to access these sessions by informing the member of staff
completing their one-to-one meeting that they are interested in the following subjects: GCSE
Business Studies, Film Studies, Physical Education or Photography.

GCSE Options booklet
Information and guidance about the curriculum will be included within our GCSE Options booklet,
published online on 23 November. Form Tutors will be discussing this during form time prior to the
student one-to-one meetings.

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight that all students will follow a core curriculum of
English Language and English Literature, mathematics, science, games and PSHE. The majority will
continue to study a Modern Foreign Language and historically, over eighty percent of our students
choose to study history or geography in order to meet the criteria for the English Baccalaureate.

The subject choices form will be released to students via SIMS on 03 February 2023 and must be
returned no later than 22 February 2023.  Following the completion of the subject choices form, your
child may be asked to attend a subsequent meeting with myself, to discuss the suitability of the suite
of subjects selected in order to ensure they have a broad, balanced and appropriate curriculum offer.

A summary of the key dates of the subject choices process is listed below for your convenience.

What Details When

School Website Curriculum page for subject information including
subject videos.

14 November

https://rickmansworth.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/WWN-IYC-Interactive-WHICHWAYNOW-2022-A4-INTERACTIVE.pdf?t=1668428190


Subject Choices Booklet Available on the School’s website and in the Year 9
Google classroom.

23 November

One-To-One Meetings Students have an appointment with a member of
the Senior Leadership Team.

28 November - 14
December

Year 9 Progress Report Information to inform subject choices. 04 January

Science Examination Year 9 Science Examination -Review of key stage 3.
Information used to consider GCSE Separate or
Combined Science.

05 January

Subject Taster Sessions One hour taster sessions during the school day,
available for subjects not taught at KS3. Students
who identified one or more of the subjects below
in their one-to-one meetings will be invited to
attend.

● Business Studies
● Film Studies
● Photography
● Physical Education

16 - 18 January

Parent Consultation Opportunity to discuss learning and  progress with
teachers.

19 January

“Which Way Now?”
Conference

Careers Information Day. 23 January

Options Evening Opportunity to attend subject presentations of
those that you are considering for GCSE.

26 January

Student Chooses Subject
Choices via SIMS Student

Option subject recommendation letter sent to
students.
Subject choice form opens to students in ‘SIMS
Student’.

03 February

Subject Choice Deadline Deadline for completing and submitting the option
choices in SIMS. Parents must login to SIMS Parent
to acknowledge their child’s choices in order for
them to be submitted.

22 February

Subject Choices Review
Meetings

Some students will have a review meeting to
discuss their option choices.

06 - 10 March

Subject Choices
Confirmation

Students will be emailed confirmation of their
choices.

23 June



This is a crucial period for your child and I can not stress enough the importance of the decisions
being made; I hope that all students will select a programme of study they believe they will enjoy and
can be successful in.

Yours sincerely

Mrs V Cartledge
Deputy Headteacher


