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Dear Parents/Carers,

World Book Day’s mission is to change lives through a love of books and shared reading.  We will
be celebrating World Book Day in school on Thursday 4 March with a whole school read - a
thrilling story that will be read in five parts at the end of each lesson throughout the day. There will
also be form time activities throughout the week, a ‘design a literary mask’ competition for KS3
and staff dressing up as book characters.

There are four brilliant special World Book Day books for secondary school students, and there
are previews of the books online. Sita Brahmachari’s The River Whale explores a dream becoming
reality and is written using a mixture of free verse and prose. In Skysteppers, a prequel to the
award winning Rooftoppers, Katharine Rundell shares her love of being on the rooftops of a city
and the different perspective that it offers. Apocalypse Kings is a stand-alone adventure from his
bestselling Skulduggery Pleasant series.  Holly Jackson’s Kill Joy (suitable for KS4 students) was
inspired by her own passion for true crime documentaries.
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This year the £1 book token is digital. Young people can either swap it for one of the exclusive
World Book Day books or they can get £1 off any book or audiobook costing £2.99 or more. Paper
vouchers will also be given to KS3 students when they return to school.

Bookshops are offering new ways to make the £1 books available, even in lockdown, for example
Chorleywood Bookshop has stocks of the WBD books and is able to offer a click and collect
service. Other participating booksellers have said they will honour the tokens beyond March 28
while stocks last. Full terms and conditions are available from the World Book Day website.

Free World Book Day Audiobook

World Book Day has also made a number of audiobooks available
online, including Jess Butterworth’s Running on the Roof of the
World, a story of adventure, survival and hope, set in the vivid
Himalayan landscape of Tibet, a country occupied by Chinese
soldiers. Tash and her best friend Sam set out to save her parents by
crossing the mountains to India.  This is a fantastic adventure story
for KS3 students.

International Women’s Day

Monday March 8 is International Women’s Day, a day to celebrate
women's achievements, raise awareness against bias and take
action for equality.  This year’s theme is #ChooseToChallenge.

I Am Malala tells the remarkable true story of a girl who knew she
wanted to change the world - and did.  Raised in the Swat Valley in
Pakistan, Malala Yousafzaiwas taught to stand up for her beliefs.
When terrorists took control of her region and declared girls were
forbidden from going to school, Malala fought for her right to an
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education. And, on 9 October 2012, she nearly paid the ultimate price for her courage when she
was shot on her way home from school.  No one expected her to survive.

Now, she is an international symbol of peaceful protest, a graduate from Oxford University, and
the youngest person ever to win a Nobel Peace Prize.

'Malala is an inspiration to girls and women all over the world.' - J.K.
Rowling

Parents, staff and sixth form students may enjoy a free online talk
with Malala Yousafzai as she celebrates the paperback publication of
her new book, We Are Displaced. The event will be broadcast on
Tuesday 16 March at 18:30 and will be available to catch-up for a
week afterwards. Tickets are free, but you must register to receive
the link.

A fantastic book for International Women’s Day with a strong female
protagonist is When Secrets Set Sail from World Book Day author
Sita Brahmachari. This is a story of family bonds and secrets that
brings Usha and her newly adopted sister, Imtiaz together in a race to
fix a promise from the past.

Carnegie Medal Shortlists to be announced on March 18

The Carnegie Medal is awarded every year to the writer of an outstanding
book for children. It is named in honour of the nineteenth century
Scottish-born philanthropist Andrew Carnegie who established more than
2,800 libraries around the world. Arthur Ransome won the first award in
1936 for Pigeon Post, part of the Swallows & Amazons series.

The accompanying Kate Greenaway Medal is awarded for the outstanding
book in terms of illustration. It was established in 1955 and is named after the popular nineteenth
century artist known for her fine children's illustrations and designs. The awards are unique in that
the nominations and judging panel are librarians. As well as the prestige, the winner of each award
receives a gold medal and £500 worth of books to donate to a library of their choice.

The final shortlist for this year’s medals will be announced on Thursday 18 March, and students
will have the opportunity to ‘shadow’ the prize through reading, discussing and reviewing the
books on the shortlist, and deciding upon our ‘winner’ before the official announcement in June.

You can find out all the details about this year’s shortlist and previous winners online.

Happy Reading!
Mr Cavender
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New eBooks and Audiobooks this month on ePlatform

A Heart So Fierce
and Broken by
Brigid Kemmerer

A Vow So Bold
and Deadly by
Brigid Kemmerer

Concrete Rose
by
Angie Thomas

Get a Clue
by
Tiffany Schmidt

The Broken Raven
by
Joseph Elliott

The Conference of
the Birds by
Ransom Riggs

The Island
by
C. L. Taylor

The Quantum
Weirdness of the
Almost-Kiss by
Amy Noelle Parks

The Wolf Wilder
by
Katherine Rundell

Tiny Pretty Things
by
Dhonielle Clayton

The Guinevere
Deception by
Kiersten White

The Camelot
Betrayal by
Kiersten White

Game Changer
by
Neal Shusterman

The Project
By
Courtney Summers
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Rickmansworth School
Online G-Library

★ You can access our online G-Library by going to the website and
clicking on the ‘Students’ tab at the top of the page, or by following
the link from the Student Dashboard.

★ Our website

★ You can access the Library Catalogue by following the link to the School Library from the
Student dashboard.

★ You can request a book by clicking on your name at the top right of the Library page and
following the link to ‘Requests’.  You can then collect the book from the Library.  You can also
explore our Reading Lists and leave reviews of your favourite books!

★ You can access our new ePlatform for eBooks and audiobooks. This is
really easy to use! You just need your School Gmail account and
password to log in, and you can download books to read either by
using a web browser or by downloading the ePlatform app from the
Apple, Google Play or Windows app store.

★ Sign up to our Google Classroom. Just like all of your individual
subjects, the Library has a page on Google Classroom that you can
access using the code u2dvzax. The library pages are full of ideas
for books and resources to help you with your homework. Google
Classroom can be accessed via:

★ Sixth form students can also access the Sixth Form Library using the code akparzn.

★ Follow us on instagram @lib_ricky.

★ For any queries that you may have about the library, please email
staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
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